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MYKHAILO HRUSHEVSKYI’S PATH TO THE CHAIR OF UKRAINIAN
HISTORY AT LVIV UNIVERSITY: AN ATTEMPT AT RECONSTRUCTION

Abstract. The purpose of the study is to reconstruct the circumstances of Mykhailo Hrushevskyi
obtaining a professorship at Lviv University. The methodological basis of the research is an
interdisciplinary approach. Particular emphasis is placed on the structural and functional systematic
analysis of historiographical facts and the comparative historical method, based on the principles
of objectivity and historicism. In the study there have been also used methods of periodization,
classification and typologization. The scientific novelty of the article consists in an attempt to
reconstruct the process of M. Hrushevskyi's appointment to the Department of History of Ukraine at
Lviv University in a holistic manner. Conclusions. In conclusions, it is noted that M. Hrushevskyi’s
appointment to the Department of Eastern European History at Lviv University was made possible by
the successful coincidence of many objective and subjective factors. The former includes a sufficiently
high level of cultural development and political self-organization of Galician Ukrainians, who in the

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 51



Vitalii TELVAK, Viktoria TELVAK

second half of the 1880s and at the beginning of the 1890s articulated and brought to the public domain
the issue of opening a university department for the history of their people, and managed to implement
it despite numerous difficulties. The second is dominated by a personal factor: both the initiators of
this educational campaign and the applicants for the chair were fully aware of the uniqueness of the
historical chance, and therefore did not hesitate to put national duty above private interest. The situation
was especially difficult for V. Antonovych, who, while realizing the importance of his personality at
the beginning of the action, also understood that the challenges of the Lviv professorship were too
much for him to bear. Skillfully playing a triple game (with Galician people s representatives, Viennese
bureaucrats, and Kyivan community members), he “delayed” the opening of the department until
his student received his master s degree. The considerable risks of this feat and the stormy emotions
that raged among those involved were rewarded by M. Hrushevskyi’s phenomenal work in Galicia.
Moreover, as a result of this project, the Ukrainians entered the era of war and revolution conscious of
their cultural identity and historical unity as a nation.

Keywords: M. Hrushevskyi, V. Antonovych, Department of History of Ukraine, Lviv University,

new era’.

[IJISIX MUXAMJIA TPYIIEBCHKOT'O 10 KA®EJIPU ICTOPIi YKPATHU
Y JIbBIBCbKOMY YHIBEPCHUTETI: CIIPOBA PEKOHCTPYKIII{

Anomauin. Memoro 0ocniodcens € pekoHcmpyKkyis oocmaesun ompumanta Muxaiinom [ pywescokum
npoghecypu y  Jlvsiscokomy yuieepcumemi. Memooonoziune nidrpynmsa pobomu  CMAaHo8Umy
Midcoucyunninapuu  nioxio. Ocobnueuil  akyewm 3poOIeHO HA  CMPYKMYPHO-(DYHKYIOHATIbHOMY
cucmemMHoOMy aHanizi icmopioepaghiunux @dakmie i NOPIGHANbHO-ICIOPUYHOMY MemoOl, BUX00sYU
3 npuHyunie o6 'ekmunocmi U icmopusmy. Y 00cniodxceHHi OYI0 MAKONC SUKOPUCMAHO Memoou
nepioousayii, kiacugixayii i munonoeizayii. Haykoea noeusna cmammi nonsieac y cnpo6i yinicHol
pexoncmpyxyii npoyecy cnposadicennsn M. I pywescokoeo na xagheopy icmopii Ykpainu y Jlvsiecokomy
yuigepcumemi. Bucnoeku. Y niocymky eiosnauveno, wo nompanaaunus M. Ipywescokoeo na xagheopy
icmopii Cxionoi €eponu JIbsiecokoeo yHigepcumemy Cmano MOICTUSUM 3A60sKU 60aloMy 30iey
bazamvox 06 ekmueHux i cyo 'ekmusHux gakmopis. /o nepuux éapmo 6i0Hecmu 00CMaAmMHbO BUCOKULL
pigenb KYIbMypHO20 PO36UMKY Md NONIMUYHOL CAMOOPaHi3ayii 2anuybKux YKpainyie, sAKi npomseom
opyeoi nonosunu 1880 — na nowamky 1890-x pp. apmuxymosanu i euneciu y NyOniuHy niowjumy
nUManHs BIOKPUMMs. YHiGepCumemcuKkoi kageopu 0 icmopii c6020 HApoody, a MAKOIC CHPOMOTUCS
i peanizyeamu, Hesgadcarouu Ha uucienni mpyonowi. Ceped Opyeux OOMIHYE NEPCOHANbHUL YUHHUK
— K iHiyiamopu yiel oceimuboi axyii, max i npemeHOeHmu Ha Kapeopy GUASUTUCS BNOBHI CEBIOOMUMU
VHIKAMbHOCMI ICIMOPUYHOL0 WIAHCY, MOJC Oe3 8a2aHb NOCMABUIU HAPOOHULL 0008 30K ulye NPUBAMHO20
inmepecy. Ocobnueo cknaonolo cumyayis 6yna ons B. Anmownosuua, axuil, yceioomniowuu 6a2omicims
CB0€ET 0CObU HA NOYAMKY AKYIL, PO3YMIE MAKOJC HENOCUTbHICMb OJis1 cebe GUKIUKIS IbBI6CLKOI npogecypu.
Maticmepro 6edyuu nompitiHy epy (3 anmuybKumu HApoOOsYsMU, BIOEHCLKUMU OOpoKpamamu ma
Kuiscokumu epomadisysamu), 6in “npumpumas” yac 6iokpumms xageopu 00 Momenny 3000ymms to2o
yuHem mazicmepcoko2o cmynerio. Yumani pusuxu yici epu ma Oypxausi eMoyii, wo 6upyeanu 6 cepedosunli
npuuemHux 0o cnpasu ocio, 6ynu eapmi penomenanvHoi'y coix Hacriokax disnvrocmi M. I pyuiescokozo
Ha 2aaUYbKOMy mepeHi. A0ice 3HAUHOW0 MipoIo 3a605KU ill, YKpainyi ecmynunu y 000y 8iliHu ma pegomoyii
CBIOOMOIO CBOET KYIbNYPHOI camoOymuocmi il icmopuiHoi €OHOCMI HaYicio.

Knrwouogi cnosa: M. [pywescokuii, B. Anmonosuu, xageopa icmopii Yrpainu, Jlvsiecoruil
yHuigepcumem, “Hosa epa’’.

The Statement of the Problem. The Lviv period of Mykhailo Hrushevskyi’s life and
work has always been essential for the researchers of his work due to several reasons.
First of all, it is the impressive scale of the scholar’s scientific, organizational, and social
achievements of the time, owing to which a young pupil of Volodymyr Antonovych’s school
became one of the most authoritative and recognizable representatives of the Ukrainians in
the eyes of foreigners on the eve of World War 1. This focus is also due to the well-preserved
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source base: to date, M. Hrushevskyi’s diary and a significant amount of epistolary material
of M. Hrushevskyi and his colleagues, memoirs of contemporaries, office materials of many
institutions, etc. have been published. All of this makes it possible to reconstruct the events
of the prewar twenty years of the historian’s life, sometimes by day and, in some cases, even
by hour. We do not have as much information about any other chapter of the historian’s life.

However, the circumstances that led the Kyivan scholar to Galicia are still represented
in an extremely stereotypical way. Many contemporary historiographers believe that
M. Hrushevskyi’s appointment to the Lviv faculty was predetermined by the initiators of the
Polish-Ukrainian understanding that went down in history as the “new era”. However, the
numerous diverse documents available today (diaries, memoirs, records of Lviv University,
etc.) suggest that the young scholar’s arrival in the capital of the crown land of the Austro-
Hungarian monarchy was rather the result of a happy coincidence for Ukrainian culture. Our
research is devoted to its reconstruction.

The Review of Recent Research and Publications. Lubomyr Vynar began the scientific
study of the problem of M. Hrushevskyi’s transfer from Kyiv to Lviv by publishing
government documents he found in the Vienna archives on the establishment of the
Department of East European History and the appointment of a graduate of V. Antonovych’s
school (Vynar, 1986). Subsequent historiography, both diasporic (Telvak & Sabinskyi,
2022) and contemporary (Onopriienko, 1994; Zashkilniak, 1995), has long popularized the
observations of the founder of Hrushevskyi studies. Their rethinking and deepening were
proposed by researchers of the Lviv period of the author’s life, such as Vitalii Telvak, Vasyl
Pedych, Kostiantyn Kurylyshyn, and the others. In several publications (Telvak, Pedych &
Telvak, 2021; Telvak & Telvak, 2022b), using materials from the Lviv University archives,
correspondence of those involved in the action, and contemporary journalism, they also
touched upon the circumstances of M. Hrushevskyi’s transfer to Transnistria. However, there
is no complete picture of the fostering and implementation of the idea of granting the young
scholar a professorship in Lviv today. This is the reason for the relevance of the chosen topic.

The Purpose of the Research. The purpose of the study is to reconstruct the circumstances
of M. Hrushevskyi obtaining a professorship at Lviv University.

The Results of the Research. Firstly, it is necessary to outline the very genesis of the
idea of opening a department of Ukrainian history at Lviv University. The need for its
establishment was first raised at a congress of Ukrainian students from Galicia and Bukovyna
held on September 17, 1880, in Kolomyia. In accordance with its decisions, in 1881, a
delegation of students submitted a petition to the Academic Senate of Lviv University to
establish a department of Ukrainian history. The Senate responded to this petition with a
letter on July 28, 1881, in which it noted that “for the time being” it could not positively
consider the desire of Ukrainian youth (Levytskyi, 1926, pp. 182—183). Despite the negative
response, the issue of the Ukrainian history department at Lviv University has not left the
agenda of Galician politicians since then.

This issue was covered in particular detail in Hrushevskyi’s well-known Memoirs by the
prominent Galician public and cultural figure Oleksandr Barvinskyi, who was most immersed
in the matter. According to his testimony, in the mid-1880s the idea of opening a department
of Ukrainian history took on a new meaning for the establishment of the Department of
Polish History at Lviv University. Galician public figures of the People’s Party orientation, as
well as their like-minded associates from the Dnipro region, united in the Kyiv group, began
to implement this idea. Among them were O. Barvinskyi, Yu. Romanchuk, V. Antonovych,
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0. Konyskyi, and the others, who were the founders of the Shevchenko Literary and Scientific
Society. They managed to interest Prince Adam Sapieha, who had well-established contacts
with Viennese bureaucrats, primarily with ministers Baron Paul Gauch and Count Gustav
Kalnoki, who were responsible for translating this idea into practice. The initiators of the
department planned to appoint the most authoritative Ukrainian scholar of the time, Professor
Volodymyr Antonovych of St. Volodymyr’s University in Kyiv, who was favourably
disposed to the idea. However, A. Sapicha’s illness and withdrawal from the case took away
the project’s chances of being realized (Barvinskyi, 1925, pp. 4-5).

The idea of establishing a history department for the indigenous population of Eastern
Galicia at the Lviv alma mater received a second chance in early 1891, when, as a result
of early elections, members of People’s Party, including the initiator of the whole affair,
O. Barvinskyi, were elected to the Viennese Parliament. When he was putting the department’s
work into practice, he consulted with V. Antonovych, who visited the Galician capital in
January 1891 to discuss the practical parameters of the Polish-Ukrainian agreement, including
the establishment of the Department of Ukrainian History in Lviv. According to Mykhailo
Pavlyk, in conversations with the Ukrainians in Lviv, the Kyivan scholar openly admitted
that he was “trying to get the chair of Ukrainian history, which some Poles had promised
him” (Drahomanov & Pavlyk, 1910, p. 105).

In accordance with the agreements with the Poles and the Naddniprians, on June 20,
1891, when discussing the budget of the Ministry of Education, O. Barvinskyi for the
first time raised the issue of the need to open a department of Ukrainian history at Lviv
University from the parliamentary rostrum. Since then, with his characteristic pragmatism,
he persistently solved numerous problems that arose on the way to this important national
cause. Describing them, the politician wrote in his memoirs: “All sorts of doubts, difficulties,
and obstacles from the scientific, national and political, religious, and financial standpoints
arose and intersected here, which had to be explained, fought with, and eliminated to reach
the desired goal” (Barvinskyi, 1925, p. 6).

Detailing the problems just mentioned, O. Barvinskyi noted that despite the generally
sympathetic attitude to the idea of opening the department, due to the Polish-Ukrainian
rapprochement, the primary problems arose with its name. The point was that Viennese
officials considered the disciplinary nomenclature of “Ukrainian history” not only unscientific
but also dangerous for political reasons. First of all, they expected opposition to this name
from the Polish rulers of the region, who considered it inconsistent with their tradition of
“kinship” interpretation of the Ukrainians, who were consistently called the Rusyns. Also, the
ethnonym “Ukrainian” could have provoked unnecessary protests from the Russian officials,
as it was banned in the Romanov Empire. Finally, a reasonable assumption was made that
this ethnonym would contribute to the nationalization of Ukrainian consciousness, which
threatened the unity of the population of the crown land. These considerations were reflected
in a document signed on March 22, 1892, by the Minister of Education P. Gauch, which
generally supported the idea of the Ukrainian deputies. He emphasized that since Ukrainian
history could not be considered a “concrete science”, a second department of world history
should be established at Lviv University, with instruction in Ukrainian, which should focus
on the past of Eastern Europe (Vynar, 1986, p. 82).

Another major problem was the candidacy for the chair. The trouble was that it was difficult
to predict the reaction to the invitation to a conservative Catholic country of V. Antonovych, a
man of the Orthodox faith who had a dramatic history of breaking connections with the Polish
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community in the Naddniprian part of the country. However, given that the Galicians insisted
on the candidacy of Kyiv professor, P. Gauch had to agree. Thus, in the aforementioned
document, he indicated that the Galician governor Kazimierz Badeni, offering him possible
candidates for such a chair, “drew special attention to two teachers [...], namely university
professors Antonovych in Kyiv and Levytsky in Krakow, both of them Ukrainians and well-
known authors on the area of the European East” (Vynar, 1986, p. 83). It is noteworthy
that P. Gauch did not consider it necessary at that time to disclose the fact of teaching a
new history subject in Ukrainian, as well as the possibility of appointing a scholar from
the sub-Russian lands to the department. This document contained Emperor Franz Joseph’s
permission to open “the second chair of general history at the University of Lviv, beginning
with the school year 1893/94, provided that it receives constitutional authorization for the
necessary measures”. The emperor’s decree is dated March 31, 1892 (Vynar, 1986, p. 84).

As mentioned above, Galician Ukrainians saw only V. Antonovych as Professor of the new
department. They were talking about the major scientific authority of the Kyiv professor and his
recognition among Western European researchers of the past. The founder of the Kyiv school
of source studies himself understood this, so he agreed to let Lviv residents use his name in
negotiations with Viennese bureaucrats. However, V. Antonovych’s real intentions were quite
different — he planned to pave the way for the opening of the department with his name and give
it to his most prominent student, M. Hrushevskyi. We learn about this from the latter’s diary and
Autobiography. He recalled that in early 1891, V. Antonovych, returning from a business trip
abroad, reported on the imminent opening of a department of world history with Ukrainian as the
language of instruction at Lviv University, which was essentially to be a department of Ukrainian
history. The Kyiv scholar knew that Galician Ukrainians wanted to see V. Antonovych himself
at the head of this department. However, the latter, due to a number of personal circumstances,
did not agree to this proposal and recommended M. Hrushevskyi instead. “This plan,” he later
recalled in his Autobiography, “...was accepted by me with enthusiasm against the significance
that was then attached to the Galician movement in Ukrainian circles: in Galicia, they hoped
to create an all-Ukrainian cultural centre, literary and scientific, with the work of writers and
scientists from all over Ukraine, and with its achievements to break through the system of
proscription of the Ukrainian word and nationality in Russia, to raise a national movement in
Russia, etc.” (Hrushevskyi, 1965, p. 7).

The diary reflects the young historian’s mood about the teacher’s proposal: on the one
hand, it certainly flattered his ego, but on the other hand, it imposed a huge responsibility.
Mykhailo wrote in his diary: “My professorship was set very decisively, and worries me,
especially since it was not thought out in advance. [ want to talk about it today with Volodymyr
Bonifatiyovych” (Hrushevskyi, 1997, p. 131). A few days later, such a conversation took
place, and the interlocutors “came out in complete solidarity” (Hrushevskyi, 1997, p. 132).
The opening of the department and the invitation of the young researcher to Lviv excited his
imagination with great prospects for working for the Ukrainian cause. On January 21, 1892,
he wrote in his diary that “it [the matter of the department] occupies my mental space”, and
on January 24, “[...] I am tired of it, too many thoughts racing in my head”. It is interesting
that not only the Galician initiators of the opening of the Lviv department, but also the
Kyivan activist Oleksandr Konyskyi, who was immersed in the matter, did not know about
these conversations between V. Antonovych and his student. In turn, the novice historian did
not realize that his teacher was having conversations with him without agreement with the
Naddniester people.
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As soon as M. Hrushevskyi agreed in principle to move to Lviv, his teacher began
preparing his Lviv friends to replace him. However, he did this in a somewhat strange way,
because in April 1893, in a letter to O. Barvinskyi, he put forward financial conditions
regarding monetary compensation for his wife and children in case of premature death
(Barvinskyi, 1925, pp. 8-9). At the same time, V. Antonovych responded evasively to
repeated requests from Lviv residents for his final consent to take the chair, each time raising
new circumstances in his letters that prevented him from making a decision. This caused
growing fears among the Galicians about the success of the whole project, since the issue
of the professor’s candidacy was a key one. Therefore, they delegated their representatives
to Kyiv to discuss the case on the spot with V. Antonovych himself. For example, at the
beginning of 1893, Ivan Beley, an editor of the Lviv newspaper “Dilo”, came to Kyiv from
Lviv for this purpose (Zashkilniak, 1995, p. 131). However, he did not manage to clarify
the matter which confirmed the suspicions about V. Antonovych’s reluctance to move to
Lviv. This concern was expressed by O. Konyskyi in a letter to O. Barvinskyi, in which he
summarized I. Beley’s visit: “Probably nothing will come of Pasichnyk [V. Antonovych]”
(Barvinskyi, 1925, p. 9).

Obviously, V. Antonovych himself realized that the final decision could not be delayed
any longer. At the same time, he decided to address his explanations not to the initiator of
the whole affair, O. Barvinskyi, but to Professor Omelian Ohonowskyi of Lviv University.
In his letter, written in French, the Kyivan activist stated that, given his family relations and
his advanced age, he could not accept the department’s proposals (Barvinskyi, 1925, p. 9).
In this letter, he publicly announced for the first time that he considered it appropriate to
delegate his best student M. Hrushevskyi to the chair. O. Ohonovskyi informed the initiators
of the department about the letter from his Kyiv colleague. V. Antonovych refusal caused a
real panic among the Galician supporters of the “new era” policy, as it could have negated
many years of efforts to open the first university department of Ukrainian history in the
history of our science. In his ‘Memoirs’, O. Barvinskyi recalls that “this news was like a
thunderous defeat for me, because my long and difficult efforts to realize this far-reaching
idea were dispelled in one wave like a gloom. With what face could I now appear before the
ministers and the governor, with whom I had discussed this matter in every possible way [...]”
(Barvinskyi, 2010, p. 626).

The Polish supporters of the “new era” K. Badeni and a well-known historian, the
head of the regional school board Michat Bobrzynski, having learned about the content of
V. Antonovych’s letter to O. Ohonowskyi, began semi-official relations with M. Hrushevskyi
through the mediation of the university’s affairs officer, Counselor Shavlovskyi. In his letters,
the latter asked Antonovych’s student whether he would agree to run for the Lviv department.
He sent these letters through the hands of O. Konyskyi, who was shocked by V. Antonovych
behaviour, calling it “meddling” (Barvinskyi, 1925, p. 10). M. Hrushevskyi was also caught
off guard, as he imagined that the offer to take the chair would be made in a fully official
manner. O. Konyskyi felt this confusion of the young scientist, so he strongly advised him
to immediately respond with full consent in order not to ruin the whole departmental affair.
Fortunately, M. Hrushevskyi obeyed his mentor. As a result of the stress, O. Konyskyi even
experienced another exacerbation of his heart disease.

At the same time, O. Barvinskyi still cherished the hope of influencing his Naddniprian
friend. In agreement with the Galician governor, he once again went to Kyiv in December
1893 to persuade his colleague with his eloquence. At a meeting with V. Antonovych at
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0. Konyskyi’s house, where M. Hrushevskyi was also invited, O. Barvinskyi “in hot words”
portrayed the need for the Kyiv professor to move to Galicia. However, as we know, the
latter’s refusal was determined long before the conversation. As O. Barvinskyi recalls,
V. Antonovych responded to his request: “Take my best student, Mr. Hrushevskyi, he will
perform his task very well, you will be satisfied with him” (Barvinskyi, 2010, p. 628).
Reasonable remarks by O. Konyskyi and O. Barvinskyi that Galicia needed a “ready-made
authority” that the young scholar would only have to become did not change V. Antonovych’s
position. Therefore, the Galician politician “was forced to return to Lviv with this idea to now
name Mykhailo Hrushevskyi as a professor” (Barvinskyi, 2010, p. 629).

O. Barvinskyi faced the difficult task of getting the leaders of the region and the Ministry
of Education to recognize the Kyiv professor’s student as worthy of a university chair and
the position of an ordinary professor, which, according to educational practices of the time,
required not only a doctorate but also habilitation. The complexity of the new challenge
is evidenced by the fact that O. Barvinskyi in his letters to his friends and in his Memoirs
repeatedly mentioned unexpected problems, with understandable resentment toward
V. Antonovych. Their solution took a lot of time, so the date of the department’s opening had
to be postponed for a year, until October 1894.

It also took some time to coordinate M. Hrushevskyi’s affairs. Among them, was
convincing him of the need to change his citizenship and take the oath of allegiance to the
emperor. M. Hrushevskyi agreed to this demand, provided that the Russian authorities would
have nothing against it. It should be noted that despite repeated reminders from Austrian
officials, the scholar never changed his citizenship. The opinion of his parents about moving
to another country was also important to the young historian. As we know from O. Konyskyi’s
letter, after a short period of deliberation, they sent their blessing to their son. Thus, all the
problems on the part of the young nominee were resolved.

After V. Antonovych’s final resignation and the nomination of his student to fill the
chair, the Galician Ukrainians began to introduce M. Hrushevskyi to the local public. To
this end, the Lviv press published several articles about the future professor. For example,
“Dilo” openly explained that since there was no candidate among Galicians with the right
professional level, the final solution was to invite a historian from the Naddniprian part of the
country. At the same time, it was further explained, that one should not expect V. Antonovych
to move to Lviv, given his advanced age and undermined health in the confrontation with the
tsarist regime. Therefore, the only thing left to do was to look for the right scholar among
the students of the famous Kyivan Ukrainianist, those who had not yet linked their fate to
any of the Russian universities but had already proven themselves in science. In this way, the
anonymous contributor to “Dilo” led his reader to the fact that there was no alternative to the
candidacy of the best pupil of the Kyiv school: “P. Hrushevskyi became famous in the Slavic
scientific world with his “History of the Kyivan Land”, and professional critics in Russia
and Poland gave his work well-deserved praise. Thus, just as M. Hrushevskyi is generally
recognized as capable of occupying the chair of Ruthenian history in Lviv on the basis of
his scientific qualifications, so on the other hand M. Hrushevskyi could most easily occupy
this chair from the point of view that he had not yet, so to speak, chained himself, like other
historians older than him, to any Russian university” (Katedra, 1893, p. 1).

Given these circumstances, M. Hrushevskyi made great efforts to prepare for the
publication of the volumes of acts of the “Bar Starosta District” and to finalize the text of his
master’s thesis. He rightly believed that arriving in Lviv as an ordinary professor at the age
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of 28 without a degree would not allow him to gain proper authority among his colleagues
at the university. A letter to Hanna Yampolska gives an idea of the historian’s workload at
the time: “There is a lot of work, if there were 60 hours in a day instead of 24, it would
probably be enough for me. Then I could cope with current affairs, work in the archive for
my dissertation, prepare for the master’s exam, and maintain relationships with close people”
(CSHAUK, f. 1235, ¢. 273, p. 27v.).

In accordance with the order of the Ministry of Religions and Education in Vienna, a
competition was announced in the spring of 1893 to fill the position of professor of the newly
created department. According to the minutes of the meeting of the professorial board of the
Faculty of Philosophy at Lviv University, when selecting candidates, its members were fully
aware of the political importance of the new department: “The measure should be not only
the scientific value of the published works of the candidates but, above all, the purpose of the
new department and the tasks that the newly called professor will face. Our crowned land is
the guardian of Western culture in the northeastern part of the country, and our alma mater has
the difficult but honourable task of being its visible luminary from afar. And which academic
discipline can provide more suitable fuel for this than historical scholarship? The professor
of the newly created department will have to, on the one hand, familiarize university youth
with the historical and literary products of the East, and on the other hand, process and apply
them in the spirit of the West” (Pakholkiv, 2014, p. 272).

Three candidates agreed to participate in the competition: V. Antonovych, M. Hrushevskyi,
and V. Milkovych. Two Ukrainian members of the philosophy faculty, I. Sharanevych, an Old
Ruthenian, and O. Ohonovskyi, a Narodovets, offered a different understanding of the priority
of these candidates. Thus, the former pointed out that the most appropriate nominee would be
the famous Galician historian, Julian Tselevych. However, he noted, after his untimely death,
there were only three candidates “whose qualifications and suitability for this position have been
properly tested.” Thus, Sharanevych gave the first place to the Kyiv professor, put V. Milkovych
in second place, and M. Hrushevskyi in third. I. Sharanevych’s preference for V. Milkovych,
who had much more modest scientific achievements than the Kyiv student, can be explained
by the similarity of their ideological sympathies, as both were prominent figures in Russophilia
movement. Instead, O. Ohonowskyi put V. Antonovych in the first place, his student in the second,
and gave the third place to V. Milkovych (SALR, f. 26, d. 5, c. 510, p. 35).

The professors of the Faculty of Philosophy, having studied the works submitted for the
competition, spoke about the advantages and disadvantages of each of the three candidates.
In the case of M. Hrushevskyi, it was noted that he “is well acquainted with the Russian
historical sources and the latest the Russian historical publications, and has a wealth of
historical material” (Pakholkiv, 2014, p. 276). Lviv scholars recognized the young scholar’s
monograph on the history of Kyivan Rus as very successful: “The author worked on his
book extremely diligently, collected the material with great care, and if the purpose of his
work was to work out a separate history of the Kyivan Rus, cutting it out, so to speak, from
the history of the entire the Russian land, he achieved it” (Pakholkiv, 2014, p. 276). At the
same time, since M. Hrushevskyi works of the time were based on published source material,
Lviv professors pointed out that “he lacks a scientific historical methodology [...] based on
an accurate critical analysis of sources, which is why his contribution to the enrichment
of historical science is small” (Pakholkiv, 2014, p. 276). They also regretted “that such a
capable and vigilant young scholar knows only Slavic languages, which somewhat limits
his scientific outlook™ (Vynar, 1986, p. 79). They meant that all of M. Hrushevskyi’s works
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submitted to the competition were published only in the Russian and the Ukrainian. As a
graduate of the classical gymnasium and the Faculty of History and Philosophy, Hrushevskyi
was fluent in several languages. In general, the members of the board concluded, given the
applicant’s considerable knowledge of East Slavic historiography and Ukrainian studies, that
“he should be taken into account.”

It is clear that with his candidacy, V. Antonovych only wanted to pave the way for his
student, and he eventually succeeded. After the voting of the professors, V. Milkovych’s
candidacy was dropped because the issues of the research papers he submitted to the
competition did not align with the department’s profile. And since the Kyiv professor
withdrew his candidacy, citing his advanced age, M. Hrushevskyi was the only candidate
left. Therefore, Lviv scholars had no choice but to recommend him to the ministry for the
position of professor of the newly created department. However, the board of the Faculty of
Philosophy, accepting a 27-year-old historian without a doctorate, decided to protect itself by
giving him a three-year probationary period. Summarizing the election of the Kyiv master’s
student to the Lviv department, we fully agree with Sviatoslav Pakholkiv observation: “So,
Hrushevskyi’s appointment was a double success. First of all, he was lucky for himself,
because the professors saw his young age as a chance for a new start, and Galician Ukrainians
benefited greatly from Hrushevskyi’s further activities in Lviv”’ (Pakholkiv, 2014, p. 278).

It is interesting that the Viennese bureaucrats collected information not only about
the scientific qualifications of the candidates, but also about their political beliefs. In the
Austrian archives, L. Vynar managed to find the official description of the Ministry of
Religions and Education for M. Hrushevskyi. The public credo of the young Kyiv applicant
was characterized quite objectively: “He belongs to the direction of the Young Ruthenian
nationals of the so-called Ukrainian direction, so he is not a supporter of either pan-Slavistic
or ultra-nationalist tendencies” (Vynar, 1986, p. 79). Obviously, such political preferences
completely satisfied both the metropolitan and regional administrations, because there were
no reservations in this regard.

On March 27, 1894, an appeal was sent from the office of the Austrian Minister of
Religion and Education Von Madriski to the Emperor of Austria-Hungary with a request
to appoint M. Hrushevskyi as a professor of the second department of world history with a
special overview of Eastern Europe at Lviv University (Vynar, 1986, pp. 85-86). The result
of this appeal was a rescript signed by the emperor on April 11, 1894, which nominated
“fellow” M. Hrushevskyi as a full professor at Lviv University, effective October 1 of the
same year (SALR, f. 26, d. 5, c. 510, p. 1). This news caused elation in Ukrainian patriotic
circles. The Lviv newspaper “Dilo” wrote: “The newly appointed prof. M. Hrushevskyi [...]
is a young man, at the best age for professorial and scientific work, one of the most capable
young scientists of V. Antonovych school [...]. With such scientific strength, Lviv University
will win, Ruthenian youth will win at the university, and the Ruthenian cause outside the
university will win. Prof. M. Hrushevskyi will become our link of scientific interests between
Austrian and sub-Russian Ukraine-Rus [...]” (Novyny, 1894, p. 1).

There was great joy among the creators of the idea of founding the Lviv department. Thus,
in a letter dated April 19, 1894, O. Konyskyi wrote to Mytrofan Dykarev: “Please be pleased
with our very important news: the tsar approved Hrushevskyi as an ordinary professor at the
history department in Lviv. Personally, this is an indescribably great joy for me! This is the
moment from which the history of our national education and culture will begin” (Vozniak,
1929, p. 375). Similar were the emotions of the other initiator of the case, O. Barvinskyi, who
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wrote in a letter to a young colleague: “This [nomination of M. Hrushevskyi as a professor —
Author] made us unusually happy, and I am the first to express to you this sincere and heartfelt
consolation and the warmest congratulations for you to a very important matter” (Telvak &
Telvak, 2023, p. 61).

After defending his thesis on May 24, 1894, M. Hrushevskyi completed the publishing
work related to his master’s thesis and prepared for future lectures. As evidenced by his
contemporaneous epistolary, the newly appointed professor felt a burdensome need to expand
the department’s issues from the past of Ukrainian territories to the history of the entire Eastern
European area. However, later the obligation to teach the history of Eastern Europe course
imposed by the nomenclature of the department revealed its positive possibilities. First of
all, it allowed the scholar to expand the event context for the reconstruction of the Ukrainian
past. Also, thanks to this course, students of non-Ukrainian origin joined M. Hrushevskyi’s
teaching audience (Telvak & Telvak, 2023), which contributed to the popularization of his
historiographical hypotheses in Polish (Telvak, Yanyshyn & Telvak, 2023), Czech (Telvak
& Telvak, 2019), Romanian (Telvak & Ilnytskyi, 2018), German (Telvak & Yanyshyn,
2021; Telvak, Yanyshyn & Telvak, 2021), French (Telvak & Telvak, 2022a) and other
historiographic environments.

At that time, M. Hrushevskyi imposed the first epistolary contacts with the administration
of Lviv University, proposing and defending his vision of both the nomenclature of educational
Ukrainian studies courses and the specifics of their teaching. Thus, coordinating his academic
load with the dean of the Faculty of Philosophy Antonii Kalina, M. Hrushevskyi separately
noted the need to introduce a scientific seminar for students, emphasizing that “a seminar on
the study of sources [...] I consider necessary for the presentation of the ancient period of the
Russian history” (SALR, f. 26, op. 365, p. 6).

Gradually immersing himself in Galician affairs, M. Hrushevskyi, in his letters to
O. Barvinskyi, became more and more interested in the problems of the development of
Shevchenko Scientific Society and the content of its “Notes”. The Galician politician,
understanding the importance for the young colleague to have full awareness of the intricacies
of Lviv life, persuaded him to come to Lviv for a few days before the summer vacation, to
give a speech at the meeting of the National Academy of Sciences and to make the necessary
acquaintances. However, tired of preparing and defending his master’s thesis, the Kyiv
scientist refused: “The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak and requires rest for autumn work;
it would not be possible for me to travel to Lviv for 2-3 days, because I would have to visit a
lot of people so as not to offend anyone. I sincerely hope you will not take offense.” (Telvak
& Telvak, 2023, p. 62).

M. Hrushevskyi spent his summer vacation with his parents in the Caucasus. In mid-
August, he returned to Kyiv to complete some business and publications. As a part of sending
off Hrushevskyi to Galician Ukraine, the Kyiv community held a farewell meeting. Oleksandr
Lototskyi, a participant, described these gatherings as “extremely solemn” (Lototskyi, 1934,
p- 62). While sending the young professor to Lviv, the senior citizens of Kyiv fervently
wished that he would “nurture the feeling of national and cultural unity of the Ukrainian
people with his activities, so that the young generation, namely the academic youth, as well
as older workers, would take a step forward from the empty, immeasurable dreams and rally
for real scientific work” (Barvinskyi, 1925, p. 16). All the speeches at the farewell party were
dominated by the discourse of “sacrifice”, which the young historian brings to his people by
moving to an unfamiliar country.
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It is expected that the historian’s parents were very worried about their son’s departure
to a distant country that was little known to them. Giving instructions to Mykhailo before
the long journey, Glafira Zakharivna was especially worried that he would be lonely in a
foreign land. She recalled: “Dad also, when he decided to leave his homeland, thought about
getting married so as not to go alone” (Kucherenko, Pankova & Shevchuk, 2006, p. 409). The
father’s instructions to his son were imbued with experiences: “To work under science and
not to interfere in politics [...]” (Kucherenko, Pankova & Shevchuk, 2006, p. 117).

M. Hrushevskyi left Kyiv by train and arrived in the Galician capital on Saturday,
September 17 (29 — according to the new style) of 1894. To some extent, it was symbolic that
a new chapter in the young scientist’s biography began on the day of his birth. As we know,
after moving to Lviv, the historian started a new chapter in the history of the cultural and
socio-political life of his people.

The Conclusions. In conclusion, we note that M. Hrushevskyi’s appointment to the Department
of Eastern European History at Lviv University was made possible by the successful coincidence
of many objective and subjective factors. The former includes a sufficiently high level of cultural
development and political self-organization of Galician Ukrainians, who in the second half of the
1880s and early 1890s articulated and publicized the issue of opening a university department for
the history of their native people, and managed to implement it despite numerous difficulties. The
second is dominated by the personal factor: both the initiators of this educational campaign and the
applicants for the chair were fully aware of the uniqueness of the historical chance, and therefore
did not hesitate to put their national duty above private interest. The situation was especially difficult
for V. Antonovych, who, while realizing the importance of his personality at the beginning of the
action, also understood that the challenges of the Lviv professorship were too much for him to bear.
Skillfully playing a triple game (with Galician people’s representatives, Viennese bureaucrats, and
Kyivan community members), he “delayed” the opening of the department until his student received
his master’s degree. The considerable risks of this game and the stormy emotions that raged among
those involved were worth M. Hrushevskyi’s phenomenal work in Galicia. After all, it was largely
thanks to him that Ukrainians entered the era of war and revolution as a nation conscious of its
cultural identity and historical unity.
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