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DEVELOPMENT OF THE HOTEL AND TOURIST COMPLEX
IN THE MORAVIAN KARST DURING THE CZECHOSLOVAK PERIOD (1918 — 1938)

Abstract. The Purpose. In the article, the authors considered the development of the hotel and
tourist complex and hospitality infrastructure in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period,
which at that time was represented by hotels, tourist hostels, private guest houses and restaurants.
Also, the authors of the study analysed the influence of the construction of the hospitality infrastructure
of the Moravian Karst on the development of the all-Czechoslovak tourist movement in 1918 — 1938,
determined the historical conditions and factors that influenced the development of the hotel-tourist
complex during this period. The Research Methodology. During the scientific research on the
development of the hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period
(1918 — 1938), the authors of the publication applied the following general scientific methods, in
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particular: analysis, synthesis, systematicity, generalization, historicism. It should be noted that
during the research, the authors preferred historical methods: historical descriptive method (historical
genetic, historical comparative, historical synthetic), historical diachronic, empirical analysis method.
Literary sources, architectural plans, investment documents, tourist advertising materials, statistical
data on attendance, profitability and other economic indicators of the hotel-tourist complex of the
Moravian Karst were analysed with the help of the mentioned methods. The Scientific Novelty. The
research opens up an opportunity to fill historical gaps related to the development of tourism and the
hotel tourist complex in the region of the Moravian Karst during the period between 1918 and 1938.
The specified period is key to understanding tourism and economic transformations after World War
1 in Czechoslovakia. Also, for the first time in the Ukrainian historiography, the article focuses on the
analysis of hospitality and tourism infrastructure formation process in the Moravian Karst during the
interwar period. The Conclusions. It has been proven that the period between 1918 and 1938 was
important for tourism in the Moravian Karst region. Since Czechoslovakia gained independence after
the war, the specified period was marked by the transformation of the hotel and tourist complex under
the influence of new socio-cultural and political realities. At that time, there was an expansion of the
tourist infrastructure, in particular, an increase in the number of hotels and restaurants. This shows
the growing interest in the region as a tourist centre. Also, the development of the hotel and tourist
complex was connected with the popularity of objects such as the Macocha abyss and the Punkevni
caves — which attracted tourists and contributed to the development of the hospitality infrastructure of
the Moravian Karst. Finally, the authors proved that tourism in the Moravian Karst turned out to be
an important factor for the local economy, especially in the context of supporting the hotel and tourist
business and attracting investments.

Key words: hotel-tourist complex, hospitality infrastructure, Moravian Karst, Punkevni caves,
Macocha abyss, Baltsarka cave, Kateryzhynska cave, Slopsko-Shoshuv caves, Vypustek cave,
hospitality, tourism, hotel establishments.

PO3BUTOK I'OTEJIBHO-TYPUCTUYHOI'O KOMIIVIEKCY
HA MOPABCBKOMY KAPCTI Y YEXOCJIOBAIIbKHM MEPIOJ, (1918 — 1938)

Anomayia. Mema. Y cmammi asemopamu po32iaHymo po3GUMOK 20MelbHO-NYPUCTUYHO2O0
KoMnIeKkcy ma inghpacmpykmypu eocmunnocmi na Mopascbkomy Kapcmi y 4exocnosaybkuil nepioo, sSKka
byna npedcmagnena Ha Mol 4ac 20MenAMU, MyPUCIUYHUMU 2YPIMONCUMKAMU, RPUSAMHUMU 20CIUHHUMU
ogopamu  ma pecmopanamu. Takoxc asemopu OOCHIONCEHHA NPOAHANIZY8AU  GNIUE  PO30YO08U
ingpacmpykmypu  eocmunnocmi  Mopascbko2o Kapcmy Ha  PO3SUMOK  302ATbHO-HEXOCI08AYbKOO
mypucmuunozo pyxy npomszcom 1918 — 1938 pp., usHauuiu icmopuyni ymosu i paxmopu, wo 6nIuHyIu
Ha PO3GUMOK 20MENbHO-MYPUCIIUYHO20 KOMHUAEKCY Y Ybomy nepiodi. Memooonozia 0ocnidcenns.
I1i0 uac 30ilicHenHs HAYKOBO2O OOCNIONCEHHA W00 DO3BUMKY 20METbHO-MYPUCIUUHO20 KOMNILEKCY
Ha Mopascvromy kapcmi y uexocnosaywvkuil nepioo (1918 — 1938), aemopu nyonixayii 3acmocyeanu
MaxKi 3a2anbHOHAYKOGI Memoou, 30KpemMa: ananizy, CuHmesy, CUCIMEeMHOCMI, Y3a2aibHeHHs, iCIOpUMY.
Biosnauumo, wo nio uac 30icHenHs 00CTIONCEHHs A8MOpU 8100AU nepedazy ICMOPUYHUM MemoOam.
icmopuko-onucogomy (icmopuxo-eeHemuyHoMy, iCMopUKO-NOPIGHATLHOMY, ICHOPUKO-CUHINEMUYHOMY),
iCMopuKo-0iaxpoHHOMY, Memody eMNIpUYHOMY aHAli3y. 3a 00nomMozor 3a3HaueHux memooie 0Yno
NPOananizoeano imepamypHi  0jcepena, apXimeKmypHi NIaHu, OOKYMEHmU w000 iHeecmuyill,
MYPUCTIUYHUX PDEKIAMHUX MaAmepianie, cmamucmuyHi OaHi ujooo i08idyeanocmi, npubymkogocmi ma
IHWUX eKOHOMIYHUX NOKA3HUKIG 20menbHo-mypucmuynozo komniekcy Mopascokoeo xapcmy. Haykosa
HOBU3HA. [[0CNiOdNCEHHsT BIOKPUBAE MOMICTUBICIb 3ANOGHUMU [CMOPUYHI NPOSATUNY, SIKI MO8 S3aHI
3 PO3GUMKOM MYpUsMy ma 2O0MelbHO-MyPUCMUYHO20 KoMnuaeKcy 6 pecioni Mopascvkozo kapcmy
npomszom nepiody mixc 1918 i 1938 pp. 3aznauenuii nepiod € K1o4o08UM 05l PO3YMIHHA MYPUCTUYHUX
ma exonomiuHux mpancgopmayii nicis Ilepwioi ceimosoi sitinu y Yexocnosauuuni. Taxooc y cmammi
enepuie 8 YKpaiHcwKiil icmopiogpaii pozensHymo npoyec po3oyoosu iHpacmpykmypu e0CmuHHOCHi
ma mypusmy Ha Mopascvkomy xapcmi y misceoenHull nepioo. Bucnoeku. [Josedeno, wo nepiod misxe
19181 1938 pp. 6ys sasxcnusum ons mypusmy 6 pecioni Mopascvroeo kapemy. Ockinbku Yexocnosauuuna
3000V1a He3anedlCHICmy NICAA BIlHU, 3A3HAYEHULl Nepio0 GI03HAYABCS MPAHCHOPMAYIEN) 20METbHO-
MypUCMUYHO20 KOMNJIEKCY Ni0 6NIUBOM HOBUX COYIOKYILIMYPHUX ma noaimuunux peaniil. Y yei uac
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cnocmepieanocs po3UUPeHHs MypucmudHoi inghppacmpyxmypu, 30kpema 30L1buLy8anacs KiibKicno
eomenig i pecmopanis. Lle ceiouums npo 3pocmanua inmepecy 00 peciony AK mypucmuiHo2o YeHmpy.
Taxooic po36UMOK 20MENbHO-MYPUCIIUYHO20 KOMIAEKCY 0V Noe s3anutl 3 nonynspuicmio o0 ’€kmis,
maxux ax npipea Mayoxa (Macocha) i Ilynkesni nevepu (Punkevni jeskyné), axi npusabnroeaiu mypucmie
ma cnpusnu po3eumky ingpacmpykmypu cocmunnocmi Mopaecvkozo kapcmy. Hacamxineys agmopamu
006e0eno, wo mypusm na MopascbKomy Kapcmi BUABUBCS BAICTUBUM (YAKMOPOM 05t MICYe60 eKOHOMIKU,
0COOIUBO 8 KOHMEKCT NIOMPUMKU 20METbHO-TYPUCTIUYHO20 OI3HECY T 3a1yUeHHs IHGeCuyill.

Kniouogi cnosa: 2omenvro-mypucmuunuti Komnaexc, ingppacmpykmypa cocmunnocmi, Mopagcoxuii
xapcm, [lynxeeni neuepu, npipea Mayoxa, nevepa banvyapka, Kamepoicuncoka neuepa, Cnoyncwro-
wowtyscvki nevepu, Ileuepa Bunycmex, cocmunnicmy, mypusm, 20menvHi 3aka1aou.

The Problem Statement. The article focuses on the historical analysis of the hotel
and tourist complex development in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period
(1918 — 1938). The chronological framework of the study (1918 — 1938) was chosen for the
scientific analysis of the development of the hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst
due to important political and social changes that occurred in Czechoslovakia after World
War I. In 1918, the declaration of independence of Czechoslovakia was a turning point for
the development of hospitality infrastructure, industry and tourism. The newly formed state
needed economic development and stability, which included supporting tourist attractions
such as the Moravian Karst. Tourism became an important part of the region’s development
strategy, as it contributed to attracting foreign currency and creating jobs.

The period of 1918 — 1938 is characterized by a significant modernization of the tourist
infrastructure in the Moravian Karst, including the discovery of caves, the development of
transport routes, and the growth of the hotel business. Owing to the support from the state and
private entrepreneurs, in the Moravian Karst tourism became popular among tourists both
from Czechoslovakia and abroad.

The upper chronological limit (1938) is due to political events, in particular the Munich
Agreement, which changed the situation in Czechoslovakia radically. After the annexation
of the Sudetenland and the start of World War II, economic and political instability led to
the decline of tourism industry. In Europe growing tensions and conflicts negatively affected
tourist flows and opportunities for further development of infrastructure, in particular hotel
and tourist facilities. Many of the efforts that were aimed at developing the hotel and tourist
complex in the 1920s and 1930s came to naught due to political upheavals, making the year
of 1938 a logical conclusion of this period.

In our opinion, the study of hotel and tourist complex development of the specified region
in a historical context is important from several points of view:

— studying the history of development of hotel and tourism sectors in the Moravian
Karst allows us to understand how they influenced the economy of the newly formed
Czechoslovakia during the interwar period;

— development of hotel and tourist infrastructure makes it possible to understand how
these economic sectors influenced cultural aspects of the region, including preservation and
promotion of historical sites of Moravia, traditions, cultural diversity, and interaction among
different cultural communities of Czechoslovakia;

— analysis of the history of hotel and tourist infrastructure development provides an
opportunity to study changes in the architectural landscape and urbanization of the region.
This includes the analysis of changes in local planning, infrastructure development and
impact on the urban environment;
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— historical research allows us to determine how the development of hotel and tourist
complex affected ecosystems, recreation areas, and other natural objects of the Moravian
Karst;

— the study of historical experience is also relevant for Ukraine, since its territory has a
significant number of natural objects that are intensively used in tourism and hospitality today.

Thus, understanding the history of hotel and tourist complex development in the Moravian
Karstin 1918 — 1938 can serve as important information for making decisions regarding further
development of tourism and hospitality, ensuring sustainable use of resources and preservation
of cultural heritage, both in the modern Czech Republic and in Ukraine, which today has
received the status of candidate for EU membership (Hushtan & Korsak, 2024, pp. 78-84).

The Review of Recent Research and Publications. The review of recent publications
shows that there are no domestic studies on the development of hotel and tourist complex in
the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period (1918 — 1938). Among few publications
related to the study of Czechoslovak tourism, the studies by Transcarpathian scholars should
be highlighted. The specified researches focus on the historical process of forming tourist
attractiveness of the Transcarpathian region (Korsak, 2017), the development of tourism in
Transcarpathia in 1918 — 1938 (Hoca, 2017), tourism development trends in Subcarpathian
Rus’ (Furtiy, 2017), analysis of the tourism potential of Bohemia during the First Republic
(Furtiy, 2020), research into the historical “phenomenon” of the Czechoslovak hospitality and
tourism (Korsak & Hodia, 2023), as well as the current development of the Czech Republic
tourism industry in the context of cooperation with Ukraine (Korsak, Ilnytskyi & Hodia,
2018; Korsak, IInytskyi & Sichka, 2019). We believe that the trend of studying Czechoslovak
tourism during the period of 1918 — 1938 by Transcarpathian scholars is due to the historical
past of Transcarpathia as part of the Czechoslovak Republic. Taking into consideration the
above mentioned, the basis of the research is the Czech sources.

The Purpose of the Article: to do acomprehensive research on the process of development
of the hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period
(1918 — 1938). To achieve the goal, the authors singled out the following main objectives:

— to analyse the historical prerequisites and principles of the development of the hotel and
tourist infrastructure of the specified region;

— to do the research on the interaction between the hospitality sector and tourism in the
Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period, as the development of hotel and tourism
infrastructure influenced the economic development of Moravia and the country as a whole;

— to analyse scientific sources on this issue;

— to draw well-founded conclusions regarding the conducted scientific research.

The Results of the Research. The Moravian Karst is a karst region in the Czech Republic,
in the southeastern part of the country (a historical name — Moravia). This is one of the
largest karst massifs in Europe, 25 km long and 2—6 km wide. Today, the Moravian Karst is
a popular Czech tourist attraction and landmark, formed by about 1,100 caves, of which five
are open to tourists: Punkevni Caves (Punkevni jeskyn¢), a system of caves through which,
along an underground river, the path to the bottom of the Macocha Abyss runs, Balcarka
Cave (Jeskyné Balcarka), which is rich in stalactites, Katetinska jeskyné, rich in stalagmites
Sloupsko-Sostivské jeskyné with underground chasms and huge tunnels and caves, Vypustek
Cave (Jeskyné Vypustek), which is formed mainly from fossils. Therefore, the development
of hotel and tourist infrastructure in the region over the past hundred years is associated with
the popularity of the tourism and interest in the above mentioned natural objects.
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The first official mention of the natural monument dates back to 1575, and the oldest
written account of Vypustek Cave dates back to 1608, located in the central part of the
Moravian Karst (Musil, 2010, pp. 9-19; Stelcl, 1985, pp. 38-39; Absolon, 1970, pp. 25-29).

It should be noted that organized tourism in the Moravian Karst emerged in the second half
of the 19th century, when nature trips became part of general education and were therefore
promoted by teachers, doctors, and among the Moravian intelligentsia. Travellers and tourists
visited this region for outdoor activities, cave exploration, mountaineering, and other adventure
recreation. Therefore, it is natural that over the years, and especially in the interwar years,
the hotel and tourist infrastructure in the Moravian Karst increased for the convenience of
travellers, including: hotels, restaurants and other service facilities (Absolon, 1912, p. 191).

In 1918 — 1938, the development of hotel and tourist infrastructure in the Moravian Karst
was determined by numerous historical, cultural and natural factors, among which we should
highlight the following ones:

1. The uniqueness of the natural landscape. This is due to the fact that the Moravian Karst
is famous for its karst formations, huge caves and gorges, and this, in turn, made it attractive
for local history tourism among different segments of the Czechoslovak population;

2. The Moravian Karst region during the Czechoslovak period drew tourists’ interest
and intensified scientific archaeological research that could point at the ancient history of
humanity in this region. In particular, some of the archaeological sites in the Moravian Karst
include the Hallstatt burials in the cave Byc¢i skdla, Early Stone Age human settlements,
bone, stone and iron objects, as well as many Pleistocene animal bones in the Balcarka Cave
(Jeskyné Balcarka).

3. Cultural events, historical monuments of the region, and travel traditions also became
an attractive factor for the development of a hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst.

After the end of World War I and the founding of the Czechoslovak Republic, the question
arose about the exploitation of the caves in the following years (Bfousek, 2005, p. 45; Kolar,
2003, pp. 97-98).

An active tourist activity of the former Club of Czech tourists (Klub ¢eskych turistd),
which was renamed after 1918 into the Czechoslovak Tourists Club, contributed to the growth
of the number of visitors to the Moravian Karst. At this time, shortcomings were identified
in the provision of services to tourists — the lack of accommodation for travellers and the
insufficient number of quality roads that would connect the Blansko station with attractive
tourist destinations in the Moravian Karst. The Road “Pusty — Zleb”, i.e. from Blansko to
Sloup, was completed in 1920 (Balak, 1999, p. 93).

At this time, efforts to nationalize the Moravian Karst Cave also intensified. The
nationalization was justified on the grounds that it was a matter of public interest, concerning
the preservation of natural beauty and generation of income from tourism. At the time
of the creation of the First Republic, the caves “Punkevni” and “Katefinska” were under
the management of the prince’s Franz Salm cave companies, who was a representative
of the Austrian-Moravian noble family of Salm-Reifferscheid-Krautheim, known for its
possessions and family influence in Central Europe. Prince F. Salm played a significant role
in the development of tourism in Moravia, in particular in the research and management of
the caves of the Moravian Karst. At the time of the establishment of the First Czechoslovak
Republic, his companies were engaged in the development and exploitation of caves,
including the aforementioned Punkevni and Katerzynska Caves, headed by the technical
director, a prominent Czech speleologist, archacologist and scientist, Karel Absolon. The
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latter was involved in the research and mapping of underground cave systems in the region.
Owing to his work, the Moravian Karst became an important tourist and scientific location.
In turn, part of the Macocha belonged to The Czech Tourist Club Klub ¢eskych turistt, the
other one — to the Austrian Tourist Club (Rakouského turistické¢ho klubu) and the village of
Wilemovice (Kolat, 2003, pp. 97-98; Absolon, 1932, pp. 25-34).

Prince F. Salm and Professor K. Absolon opposed the proposal to nationalize the caves.
Thus, the bill on the nationalization of the Moravian Karst was removed from the agenda of
government negotiations (Pakr, 1977, p. 22).

However, K. Absolon proposed establishing a special company that would transfer the
right to manage the entire territory of the Moravian Karst, in which both existing landowners
and representatives of state institutions would be represented. At the beginning of 1922, a
preparatory committee was created to establish a new company — “Moravsky kras — provoz
a vyzkum jeskyn”, which began operating in 1925. As a subject of economic activity, in its
charter the company stated the following principles of its activities:

1. To exploit and use caves rationally;

2. To develop caves to increase tourist activity: installation of all types of communications,
creation and operation of facilities for the accommodation and comfort of visitors to the
Moravian Karst and other cave areas, such as hotels, boarding houses, restaurants, cafes,
hostels, canteens, etc.;

3. Organization of all types of entertainment and sports events, organization of national
folk festivals, etc.;

4. To conduct systematic scientific research to further explore the underground cave
labyrinth of the Moravian Karst;

5. Advertising and popularization of the Moravian Karst in the country and abroad
(Absolon, 1970, pp. 119—-128; Kolat, 2003, pp. 97-98).

It should be noted that during the existence of the company’s preparatory committee,
attendance and, at the same time, income from the exploitation of the caves increased. In
particular, the number of visitors to the caves of the Moravian Karst in 1922 was 216,047
people. Thus, the company set goals for the next period to expand rail and bus connections,
as well as the organization of hotel services in the area (Balak, 2003, pp. 146—147).

Punkevni jeskyné was in first place in terms of the number of visitors among the caves of
the Moravian Karst. In the 1920s, the cave‘s popularity among tourists increased owing to a
visit by the President of the Czechoslovak Republic Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, who visited it
on September 17, 1921 (the dome of the cave was named in his honour) (Stelcl, 1985, p. 46;
Bocek, 1928, p. 100; Balak, 2003, pp. 165-169).

At the entrance to the cave, a pier was set up for boats that sailed with visitors through the
water domes to the Masaryk Cave. Each of the four boats had twelve seats for visitors and
one or two rowers. The Masaryk Dome was considered the most beautiful cave in Europe
(Absolon, 1932, pp. 90-94).

It should be noted that seasonality played an important role in the number of tourists
visiting the caves of the Moravian Karst. In particular, adverse weather in the form of heavy
rains led to an increase in the water level in Punkevni cave. In 1929 the problem was solved
by building an artificial tunnel to lower the water level. At the beginning of the 1930s the
decline in cave attendance can also be explained by the outbreak of the World Economic
Crisis. In 1927, the cave was visited by 103,423 people, and in 1928, a record number of
tourists visited the cave — 210,567 people, and in 1929 — 88,687 people. In 1930 after the
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completion of renovation work in the cave, this figure increased slightly compared to the
previous year and amounted to 109,088 people. In the following years, there was a tendency
to reduce the number of tourists: In 1931 — 88,665 people, and in 1932 — 82,545 people,
which was the lowest figure in the last 5 years. The above-mentioned structure of the cave’s
attendance during the period under analysis is shown in Figure 1 (Pakr, 1977, pp. 22-23.
Pakr, 1979, pp. 137-138; Stelcl, 1979, p. 92).

250 000
200 000

150 000

100 000
o l l l

1927 year 1928 year 1929 year 1930 year 1931year 1932 year

B The number of visitors
Fig. 1. State of attendance of Punkevni Cave in 1927 — 1932

To increase the number of visitors to the Sloupsko-Sosivska Caves (jeskyni) whose
attendance decreased after the opening of the Macocha Abyss for inspection and popularization
of the Punkevni Cave (Punkevni jeskyné) the company “Ostrovské spolecnost” purchased a
sightseeing bus, which in May of 1926 began providing sightseeing tours from the water
mill in Blansko — “Skalniho mlyna” (Skalniho mlyna, 1353 p.) to all accessible caves and to
the tourist shelter KCST in the Macocha Abyss. Thus, as of 1926, two bus lines operated — a
regular one between Blansko and Sloup and an irregular one between Blansko and Macocha,
which served tourists. The following year, the Moravian Karst company handed over the
excursion bus to the State Road Transport Administration so that transport to the caves could
be evenly organized according to the transportation schedule (Poldk, 1995, p. 71).

In 1922, the Moravian Karst company began considering the construction of a large
hotel (Necas, 1988, p. 11). In particular, it was decided that the hotel would be created by
expanding the original inn in Skalni mlyn, and thus it would become the starting point of
the excursion route to visit the Punkevni and Katefinska Caves. The reconstruction of the
existing inn and the addition of other buildings began in 1928 and was completed in March
of 1929 (Balak, 2003, p. 114).

In the hotel there were eighteen rooms with sixty beds and there were also hostels for 300
people. Near the hotel there was a shop with postcards, guidebooks, souvenirs, as well as an
information service, garages and a gas station. There was a bus line next to the hotel. The
above mentioned services are depicted on the back cover of the 1932 guide by K. Absolon
(Absolon, 1932, p. 128). In turn, catering services were provided at the Skalni Mlyn tavern
(Balak, 2003, pp. 116-117).
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The promotion of tourism and hospitality in the region took place through cultural and
festive events. In particular, the most significant was “Exhibition of contemporary culture
in Brné” (Vystavy soudobé kultury v Brnég), which took place from May to October 1928.
The exhibition recommended visiting the Moravian Karst, which, among other things,
attracted attention with the paintings of the Punkevni Caves, which were included in the
pavilion “Clovék a jeho rod”. Mainly due to the exhibition, the number of visitors to the
caves increased significantly in 1928, which was almost twice as much as the previous year
(1927 — 190,055 people, 1928 — 352,827 people) (Pakr, 1979, p. 138).

After access to other parts of the Punkevni Caves was gained, a circular bus route was put into
operation in 1926 by the Moravian Karst joint-stock company, between Rajec and Sloup. Visitors
to the specified route were able to choose several excursion options, ending with a return to the
hotel Bfousek. The generally accepted route for the excursion was from the entrance to the cave
and back to the specified hotel. The route was accompanied by guides who took visitors through
the caves and gave them explanations about the cave labyrinth. The entire tour route was about
three kilometers long and the guided tour lasted about ninety minutes (Bocek, 1928, p. 152).

In particular, the tour was conducted through a cave labyrinth Sloupsko-Soszoéw Caves,
which were characterized by long corridors without stalactites. The most attractive parts of
the Sloupsko-Soszow caves for visitors were the cave Elis¢inajeskyné with rich decoration
of stalactites. The culmination of the excursion was the Black Abyss (Absolon, 1932,
pp- 14-15; Bocek, 1928, pp. 156-174).

The Sloupsko—Sostivska caves visited by an average of about 15,000 people per year.
Analysis of information on the attendance of the above-mentioned caves in the 1920s and
early 1930s shows that attendance fluctuated significantly, especially during the years of
the Great Depression: 1927 — 17,227 people, 1928 — 28,319 people, 1929 — 16,143 people,
1930 —24,293 people, 1931 — 13,750 people, 1932 — 10,205 people, which is also graphically
reflected in Figure 2 (Pakr, 1977, pp. 22-23; Stelcl, 1979, p. 92).

30000
25000
20 000
15 000
10 000

5000

0
1927 year 1928 year 1929 year 1930 year 1931 year 1932 year

=The number of visitors

Fig. 2. Attendance at the Sloupsko-Soszéw Cave in 1927 — 1932

A guest cottage nearby was popular with tourists of the Sloupsko-Soszow Cave — the
aforementioned hotel of the same name owned by entrepreneur Josef Biousek, which was
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located directly at the entrance to the caves. However, the hotel‘s capacity was not enough
for all the tourists. Therefore, in 1926 Josef Bfousek decided to build an additional hostel that
provided overnight accommodation during excursions (Pakr, 1977, pp. 22-23; Pakr, 1979,
pp. 136-138).

It should be noted that in 1928 the caves were visited by the largest number of tourists
(28,319 people), and accordingly the hotel, which was also due to the already mentioned
exhibition in Brné. As a result of increasing profits from local tourism, J. Bizousek’s son built
a much larger hotel in 1935, which was considered one of the best hotels in the Moravian
Karst (Bfzousek, 2005, pp. 28-30).

In addition to the above mentioned hotel in Sloup, you could use the services of a tavern
in the Skotak guest house in Sloup or in the Mikulasheka guest house in Shoshovka near the
caves (Bocek, 1928, p. 326).

The second most visited cave in the Moravian Karst was Katefinska cave. The cave and
the entire tour route were illuminated by electric lamps from the Moravian Karst joint-stock
company. The tour of the cave lasted about half an hour. The ticket to the Katefinskd Cave
was the cheapest for tourists from the publicly accessible caves in the northern part of the
Moravian Karst — 1.5 K¢ in 1930. For comparison, a ticket to the Macocha Abyss and the
Sloupsko-Soszow Caves cost as of 1930 — 23 K& (Absolon, 1932, p. 128). The cave was
visited by an average of over 40,000 visitors per year (Absolon, 1932, p. 110.; Pakr, 1977,
pp- 22-23.; Pakr, 1979, pp. 137-138). Statistical data for the period under analysis are given
in Table 1.

Table 1
Attendance status Katerinska Cave in 1927 — 1932
No Year Number of visitors (people)
1. 1927 44 630
2. 1928 81 068
3. 1929 34 664
4, 1930 42313
5. 1931 33020
6. 1932 35297

For tourists, it was appropriate to use the bus line, which was introduced in 1926 by
the joint-stock company ‘“Moravian Karst”. The line ran from the inn Skalni mlyn to the
Katefinska Cave, then to the tourist shelter near the Macocha abyss (Absolon, 1932, p. 9).

Regarding the hotel and tourist infrastructure, we note that in addition to the hotel
“Bizousek”, hotel “Skalni Mlyn”, at the beginning of the 1920s, a single tourist cottage
operated near the Macocha Abyss, which burned down during a fire on December 15, 1927.
Immediately after the fire, in February of 1928, the Czechoslovak Tourists Club (KCST)
developed sketches for the construction of a new cottage. The new lodge was designed so
that its restaurants and accommodations would accommodate the larger number of visitors
who came to the Macocha Abyss. In November of 1928, the tourist cottage was inaugurated,
as the so-called “Jubilejni chata”. In the the building there were eight rooms with a total of
15 beds, two hostels for 50 people, a large dining room with an area of over 110 m?, behind
which there was a closed porch with an area of 24 m?. Construction costs reached over half a
million Czechoslovak crowns (Necas, 1988, p. 14; Stelcl, 2011, pp. 76-77).
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Thus, “Jubilejni chata”, near the Macocha abyss, hotel “Bfzousek” near Sloup¢, hotel
“Skalni Mlyn”, as well as other inns and guest houses in particular, Skotdkova hostince ve
Sloupé and Mikul4skova hostince v Sostivee (Mikulagkova hostince v Sotivee) were built
due to the development of tourism in the Moravian Karst.

The caves which were available for tourists were located in the central and southern parts
of the Moravian Karst. Those were the caves: By¢i skale cave, Vypustek cave, Marianské
cave (gtancl, 1994, p. 18). However, due to renovation and mining work, these caves were
visited by fewer tourists than the rest of the Moravian Karst caves. In particular, in 1928,
when the attendance for the northern caves of the Moravian Karst was a record — 350,557
people, for the caves of the central and southern karst — 2,270 people (Pakr, 1979, p. 137).

For the hundreds of thousands of visitors who had been passing through the caves of the
Moravian Karst every year since the 1920s, it was necessary to expand the offer of services
and, above all, to increase catering and accommodation options in the Moravian Karst. The
opportunity to meet the needs of such a large number of tourists concerned the town of
Blansko, which, due to its location, became the starting point for trips to the Macocha Abyss
and publicly accessible caves. Therefore, a large hotel was built there later. It is necessary
to emphasize the importance of the local branch of the Czechoslovak Tourist Club (KCST)
for the development of the hotel and tourist infrastructure in the city. The KCST branch in
Blansko compensated for the lack of beds in local guesthouses and hotels by building tourist
hostels. The hostels operated in different locations during different periods of time. At the
end of the 1920s, the club organized several dormitories in Blansko, including the “Workers’
House”, in the local sanatorium, and the castle. In total, there were almost 250 beds. The fact
that hostels were used relatively widely is evidenced by the number of overnight stays in 1921
— 2,336 people. In addition to hostels, the local authorities in Blansko and its surroundings
also sponsored the operation of the so-called summer apartments, which were offered to
those wishing to stay for a long time. In addition to arranging and maintaining dormitories,
the KCST department in Blansko took care of the shelter, and later the “Jubilee Cottage” in
Macocha, in which there was also the dormitory (Cech, 1905, p. 38.; Pilnacek, 1927, p. 328).

At the beginning of the 1930s, the economic crisis affected the development of tourism in
the Moravian Karst significantly. At that time, the demand for accommodation and catering
services decreased, so some local restaurateurs and hoteliers asked their landlords to reduce
rents, as their incomes had decreased as a result of the crisis significantly. Taking the above
mentioned into consideration, it is clear that the number of visitors to the Moravian Karst
decreased significantly (Brychtova, 1978, p. 2).

Since 1933, the Moravian Karst Joint Stock Company had faced financial difficulties
due to the Great Depression of the 1930s, as well as the lack of significant investments in
making the caves of the Moravian Karst more accessible. This led to the liquidation of the
company in 1939. However, it should be noted that it existed until 1945 under the name “Joint
Stock Company of the Moravian Karst in Liquidation” (Akciova spolecnost Moravského
krasuv likvidaci). Later, in 1951, the Regional Municipal Enterprise “Moravian Karst” was
established in the town of Blansko (Balak, 1999, p. 93). In general, we should note that by
1939, approximately 4,400,000 tourists visited the beauty spots in the Moravian Karst before
the start of World War 11, including tourists from Czechoslovakia and various countries in
Europe and the world (Pakr, 1979, p. 138).

The Conclusions. It should be concluded that the period from 1918 to 1938 was
characterized by the growth of tourism in the Moravian Karst, the expansion of the hotel
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and restaurant business, and the emergence of financial difficulties that a required strategic
management and the search for financial solutions. The hotel and tourist complex “Jubilejni
chata”, near the Macocha Abyss, the hotel “Bizousek™ near Sloup¢, hotel “Skalni Mlyn”,
as well as other inns and guest houses in particular, “Skotdkova hostince ve Sloup&” and
“Mikulagkova hostince v Sostvce” were built due to the development of tourism and
hospitality in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period.

Thus, the following comprehensive conclusions can be formulated regarding the
development of the hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak
period (1918 — 1938):

1. The period from 1918 to 1938 witnessed a significant expansion of access to caves in
the Moravian Karst, which included the opening of new tourist routes and excursions and an
increase in the number of caves available for tourists to visit.

2. During this period, the hotel and tourist infrastructure in the Moravian Karst developed
actively. The construction of new hotels, restaurants and tourist cottages indicates a growing
interest in the region and improved amenities for visitors.

3. The tourist organizations such as the “Club of Czechoslovak Tourists” (Klub
Ceskoslovenskych turistti), played a key role in the study and preservation of the natural
unique features of the Moravian Karst, in particular, cave formations and scenic sites, and
also contributed to the development of a hotel and tourist complex in this region.

4. Economic problems, such as the high costs of maintaining the caves and the economic
depression of the 1930s, led to financial difficulties in the Moravian Karst company (Moravsky
kras), which ultimately negatively affected the development of tourism and hospitality in the region.

5. The northern part of the Moravian Karst, in particular the Punkevni Caves and the
Macocha Abyss, was identified as the main centre of tourist traffic, as evidenced by the high
number of visitors to these sites.

6. Natural sites of the Moravian Karst, such as the “By¢i skala”, were distinguished not
only by their tourist popularity, but also by their archaeological uniqueness, which gave them
additional historical and cultural significance.

Prospects. Based on the research conducted on the development of the hotel and tourist
complex in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period (1918 — 1938), several
promising areas for further research should be singled out:

1. The economic aspect, which consists of a detailed analysis of economic factors that
influenced the development of the hotel and tourist complex of the Moravian Karst, i.e.
compiling cost-benefit reports, studying marketing strategies and profitability of tourist
infrastructure facilities.

2. The socio-cultural dimension involves considering the impact of tourism on the local
population and cultural heritage, in particular: studying the interaction of tourists with the
community, the role of tourism and hospitality in the preservation and promotion of the
cultural and natural values of the Moravian Karst.

3. The researches on infrastructure and architectural aspects, which consist in analyzing the
development of hotel and transport infrastructure in the Moravian Karst, studying the architectural
features of hotels and other tourist service facilities during the period of 1918 — 1938.

4. Dissemination of tourist routes and excursions, i.e. studying the dynamics and popularity
of tourist routes, in particular, those mentioned in the context of the Moravian Karst, and their
impact on the development of tourism and the hotel and restaurant business in the region.

5. Analysis of the impact of tourism on ecosystems and the health of natural sites and
development of sustainable development strategies to ensure the balanced use of the resources
of the Moravian Karst.

114 Skhidnoievropeiskyi Istorychnyi Visnyk. Issue 33. 2024



Development of the hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst during the Czechoslovak period...

6. Studying the role of state and public institutions in the development of tourism, as well
as identifying the impact of political events on the hotel and tourism sector of Czechoslovakia
in 1918 — 1938.

7. Comparison of the development of tourism and hospitality in the Moravian Karst during
the Czechoslovak period with the current state of development of the hotel and tourism business
in the Czech and Slovak Republics, as well as the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine.

8. The possibility of practical application of the acquired experience for the development
of tourist facilities of the Transcarpathian region during the period of future post-war
reconstruction. This includes the identification of similar and different trends, taking into
account new challenges and opportunities.

We believe that these aspects can help broaden the understanding of the development of
the hotel and tourist complex in the Moravian Karst in 1918 — 1938 and provide a deeper
analysis of the interaction of tourism, economy, and culture in the historical context of the
study of Czechoslovakia.
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