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DISTRICT AND MULTI-CIRCULATION PRESS OF THE WESTERN REGIONS
OF THE UKRAINIAN SSR AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE “PERESTROIKA”
ECONOMIC FAILURES TRANSFORMATION INTO POLITICAL REFORM
DEMANDS IN 1988

Abstract. The Purpose of the Study. It is common knowledge that one of the important components
of the source basis of scientific research is the analysis of periodicals of the historical period to which
they belonged to. Especially when there is an opportunity to study the local press, which was the closest
to the socio-economic, political and other demands of the societies of that time. During the period of the
Russian-Soviet occupation of Ukraine, and especially during its final stage known as “Perestroika”,
such were district-level and multi-circulation newspapers published in all administrative districts,
large enterprises and prominent institutions of the Ukrainian SSR. Since these publications were at
the centre of labour collectives of the Western Ukrainian regions, which were the mass bearer of the
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national democratic movement at the end of the 80s of the 20th century, the author sets himself the
objective of lustrating a rapid development of economic failures of “Perestroika” into demands for
a political reform, presented against the background interpretation of local press publications. The
research methodology is based on the principles of a historical objectivity and impartiality in the
interpretation of historical facts. In the course of the study, methods of a critical structural analysis
and classification, systematization and verification of the periodical material of the local press of seven
regions of western Ukraine have been used. The scientific novelty of the historical research consists
in the fact that, on the basis of a large number of periodical materials of the local press of Western
Ukrainian regions, the events little known to the general public have been reconstructed, connected
with the development of unsuccessful socio-economic reforms of “Perestroika” into calls for a political
reform in the USSR and CPSU. As a result, in 1988, at the 19th All-Union Party Conference, the ruling
Communist leadership from Moscow was forced to announce the transfer of power to the hands of
Soviet institutions and a number of internal party changes, which, combined with the industrial unrest,
caused the collapse of the state. The Conclusions. Therefore, the analysis of the articles published in
the columns of the Western Ukrainian regional and multi-circulation press shows that the first sprouts
of disbelief of the residents of the region in the socio-economic innovations of the ‘Perestroika”
appeared at the stage of its apogee in 1988. Incompatible with the planned economy, implementation of
segmental market innovations in the form of self-financing and state self-support gave positive results
only in the first half of the specified year. The positive results manifested themselves in the form of a
short-term increase in wages, which quickly became inconsistent with last years planned financial
estimates. Then the budgets were exhausted, which led to the reduction in salaries, the curtailment
of social programmes, and an increase in the deficit of food and industrial consumer goods. On this
basis, the attitude of the Western Ukrainian public towards the initiator of reforms of the CPSU-CPU,
in the format of its district committee and party committee units, deteriorated significantly. Gradually
there came the understanding that the communist power was not capable of effective implementation of
economic innovations, and therefore the political ones should be introduced to limit its influence on the
production process. However, after the introduction of a political reform at the 19th All-Union Party
Conference towards the transfer of power into the hands of the Soviet institutions, the negative attitude
towards the party nomenclature continued to grow. The nature of the publications in the second half of
the year indicated that the mistrust in the economic innovations of the party apparatus, caused by the
unfolding of the crisis, was also reflected in its political attempts to maintain dominance in the state
created for itself.

Key words: Western Ukraine, district press, multi-circulation, “Perestroika”, socio-economic
innovations, political reforms, national democratic movement.

PAMOHHA TA BATATOTHUPAYKHA ITPECA 3AXIJTHUX OBJACTER
YKPATHCBKOI PCP SIK LTFOCTPATOP IIEPEPOCTAHHS EKOHOMIYHUX
HEBJAY “IIEPEBYJOBH” Y BUMOI'M TIOJITUYHUX PE®OPM VY 1988 p.

Anomauia. Mema Oocnioxcenns. fx 6i0omo, OOHUM i3 8AXHCIUBUX CKAAOOBUX OXHCEPENLHOZO
nIOIPYHMSsL HAYKOB020 NOWLYKY € AHANI3 NEPIOOUYHUX BUOAHb MO20 ICIMOPULHO20 NePiody, SIKOMY GOHU
oynu npumamanni. Ocobau6o, Ko € MOACIUBICTb BUSHAMU JIOKATLHY NPeCy, Wo CMOosANa HAloaudlIcye
00 COYIaNbHO-eKOHOMIYHUX, NOTTMUYHUX MA THUWUX 3ANUMIE MO20YACHUX COYiyMig. Y nepioo pocilicbko-
paosHcvkoi okynayii Yepainu, a Haomo y uacu i 3akiouH020 emany 3HaHo2o sk “‘nepebydosa’”’, maxumu
Oynu eazemu patioHHO20 PiGHs | OAAMOMUPAICKU, WO BUXOOUTU 8 YCIX AOMIHICIPAMUBHUX PALIOHAX Md
senuxux nionpuememeax i nomimuux 3axaadax YPCP. Ockinvoku 6xasani 6udanns nepebdysanu y yeHmpi
Mpyo0osUX KOLeKMuUBie 3axiOHoyKpaincvrkux oonacmeti, uwjo nanpuxinyi 80-x pp. XX cm. 6ynu macosum
HOCIEM HAYIOHATLHO-0EMOKPAMUYHO20 PYXY, A8MOp CMAsUmMs neped cobol 3a80aHHA TOCMPayii
CMPIMKO20 NepepoCcmants eKOHOMIUHUX Heeapa3oie ‘nepedyoosu’” y eumozu noaimuyHoi pegopmu,
nooanoi Ha mui ocmucienHs nyonikayii micyesoi npecu. Memooonozisa 00c1i0HCeHHs PYHMYEMbCs
Ha NPUHYUNAX OOMPUMAHHA ICMOPUYHOT 00 €KMUBHOCMI Ul HEYNepeodcenHocmi y mpakmyeamnHi
icmopuynux axmis. Y X00i 00CHiONCEHHA BUKOPUCTNIAHO MEMOoOU KPUMUYHO20 i CIMPYKMYPHOSO
ananizy ma kaacughixayii, cucmemamu3zayii u eepughikayii nepioouuno2o mamepiany 10KaIbHOL npecu
cemu obnacmeii 3axionoi Yxpainu. Haykoea noseusna icmopuyunoi po3eioku nonseac y momy, wjo na
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OCHOBI YUCTEeHHOI KITbKOCMI NepioouyHUX Mamepianie mMicyeoi npecu 3axiOHOYKpaiHCbKux obracmet
PEKOHCMPYUOBAHO MAN08IOOMI WUPOKOMY 3a2dly Nooii, nog’a3ami i3 nepepocmaHHAM He8OaIux
coyianbHO-eKOHOMIYHUX peghopmysans “‘nepedydosu’ y zaxauku 00 norimuyunoi pegopmu y CPCP
i KTIPC. Ak nacniook, y 1988 p. na XIX ececorosniii napmitiniii kongepenyii npasasiua 3 Mockeu
KOMYHicmuuna 6epxieka Kpainu 3myuiena 0yna npo2oiocumu nepeoauy 61daou y pyKu paosHCbKUx
incmumyyiti. ma 3iHiyiloeamu HU3Ky GHYMPIUWHbONAPMIUHUX 3MiH, WO, 3pewmoro, y cumnmesi i3
BUPOOHUYUMU He2apa30aMU CHPUHUHUAL PO3NAO 0ePAHCABU.

Bucnosku. Konu 'y 1985 — 1986 pp. nosuii kepisnuxk CPCP — zenepanvnuii cekpemap LK KIIPC
Muxaiino Topbauos 3anouamxyeas Kypc Ha YMOHMYBAHHS (PacMeHmis pUHKy y niaHoee eKoHOMIuHe
mno, a y noaimuuHy Haodyoosy — eremeHmis oemoxpamuyHoeo cycnitecmea, mo y 1988 p. cmano
3PO3YMINO, W0 6e3 KOMNIEeKCHOT noaimuunoi peghopmu ne obiuimuca. Ane na 3a6adi nocmana npupooHa
HeCyMICHICIb A6MOKPAMUYHUX Ul 0eMOKPAMUYHUX NPUHYUNIE 20CNO0APIOBANHS, WO Anpiopi 6uMazand
yinkosumoi 3sminu nepwux na opyei. Tomy yseoenHs 20ChpO3PAXyHKY ma camopiHanCy8anus auwe y
neputiti nONOGUHI 6KA3AHO20 POKY 0ABAN0 MUMYACOBO NOZUMUGHUL pe3yIbmam y Guensioi weuoKo2o
30inbUenHs 3apodimuux eunaam. YHAciook po30aniancy8ants YKAAOeHux MuMyiopiu @Qinancosux
KOWMOPUCIE NIONPUEMCIE T 8I0OMCME 13 HE3ANIAHOBAHUMU UMPAMAMY, VY OpYeill NOI0GUHI POKY
PO3N0UABCA npoyec CMpPIMKO20 NAOIHHA [ 6e3 Mo20 HeBUCOKO20 MAMepialbHO20 DI6HA JHCUmenie
Tanuuunu, Bonuni, 3axapnamma ii Byxosunu. Hozo donoeniosanu napocmaiove ocnabienns yéazu 00
coyianvHux npozpam, 00podcHedd U Oediyum mux moeapis, o 0oHe0asHa oYU y 8iIbHOMY OOCHYNL.
Ak pezynomam, y mpyoosux KoieKmueax 3axioHoi Yxpainu euspieac nepekoHawus, wo 20108HUM
sunyeamyem kpusu € KIIPC-KI1Y ma it nokanvui cmpykmypu, He30amHi 00 epeKmusHo20 KepigHuymea
Odepoicasoro. Tomy ceped epomadcokocmi hopmyemvpcs 3anum Ha NOAIMUYHI pepopmu, sAKi 8i00anuiu
0 obnacHi, MicbKi, pationni ma micyesi napmiini Komimemu 8i0 po38 A3aHHA BUPOOHUYUX NPOOLIEM HA
MAKCUMATLHY 8I0CAHb.

Knrouogi cnosa: 3axiona Yxpaina, pationna npeca, bacamomupadsicku, “nepebyoosa’’, coyianvHo-
eKOHOMIUHT HO8aYil, NOTiMuyHi pepopmu, HAYIOHATLHO-OEMOKPAMUYHULL DYX.

The Problem Statement. In the structure of the Soviet mass media of the second half
of the 20th century, along with radio and television, its periodicals controlled by the pro-
Russian communist government occupied a prominent place. Newspapers and magazines
of that time were divided vertically into union, republican, regional, city, district and multi-
circulation newspapers. In a horizontal dimension, they consisted of party, Soviet, trade
union, international press and publishing houses working in the fields of culture, science,
technology, education, sports, etc. Moreover, the two first segments were often united, which,
in the opinion of the party apparatus, should testify to the unbreakable unity of the party
and Soviet bodies in the country, where the real power was in the hands of the Moscow
nomenclature of the central committee level.

The historical value of the district and multi-circulation press consists in the fact that, being
the most local and operating among local residents and in the “thick” of labour collectives,
it was the least censored by regional and city party committees. Before the beginning of the
“Perestroika”, its cheap and generally uninteresting editions were compulsorily subscribed to
by residents of the regions, according to the place of work.

In 1988, the western Ukrainian district press was represented by joint publications of the
district committees of the CPSU-CPU and Soviet authorities. We mean district councils of
people’s deputies with its executive subdivision — district executive committees. The number
of such a press was equal to the number of administrative districts in one or another region.
Lviv region consisted of 20 districts, Ternopil region — 16, Rivne region and Volyn region — 15
each, Ivano-Frankivsk region — 14, Zakarpattia region — 13, Chernivtsi region — 10 districts.
There were 103 districts in total, and therefore the same number of district newspapers (State
Committee of the Ukrainian SSR on Statistics, 1989, p. 13).
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However, the mass-circulation press was the most numerous, since the majority of
industrial enterprises and large agricultural collective farms, higher educational institutions
and other important institutions of the republic published articles, which periodically appeared
in large circulations and had their own editorial offices. Being inspected party committees
even during the years of “Perestroika”, they were still the closest to a daily life of residents
of the western regions of Ukraine, and therefore promptly reflected their social, economic,
political, ideological, and later national and religious demands.

In 1988, the largest number of factories and plants was concentrated in Lviv region — 381
enterprises (Economic indicators, 1990, p. 24). 212 enterprises operated in Ivano-Frankivsk
region (SCUkonS, 1989, p. 5.), in Zakarpattia region — 205 enterprises (State Committee of
the Ukrainian SSR on Statistics, 1989, p. 6), in Ternopil region — 195 enterprises (Ternopil
Regional Department of Statistics, 1989, p. 156), in Rivne region — 173 enterprises (National
Economy, 1993, p. 142), in Volyn region — 167 enterprises (Results of the implementation,
1989a, p. 36), in Chernivtsi region — 151 enterprises (Results of the implementation, 1989b,
p- 21). Thus, the production complex of western Ukraine united 1,484 factories and plants
that were on an independent balance sheet (Main indicators, 1989, p. 74). Therefore, the
number of multi-circulation press, taking into account departmental newspapers owned by
scientific, educational, cultural and other institutions, did not exceed approximately two
thousand editions.

When, at the end of 1988, the socio-economic initiatives of the new head of the USSR,
Mykhailo Gorbachov, reached a dead end and caused a rapid deterioration in the material
situation of the country’s citizens, labour collectives of Western Ukrainian enterprises and
institutions naturally began to demand political reforms in the direction of narrowing the
power amplitude of party committees, and therefore — CPSU-CPU in general. In the second
half of the year, this process, supported by the councils of labour collectives (RTK), gained
such momentum that the district and multi-circulation press could not ignore it.

The Review of Recent Researches and Publications. The evolution of “Perestroika”
into a national democratic movement in the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR at the end
of the 1980s and the beginning of the 1990s was the object of scientific studies by domestic
researchers. In this direction the following researchers continue working: Volodymyr Baran
(Baran, 2003), Thor Pidkova (Pidkova, 2001), Oleh Muravskyi (Muravskyi, 2011), Stepan
Kobuta (Kobuta, Kuhutiak, Havryliv, 2002), Mykola Aliksiievets (Aliksiievets, Bilchuk,
Boiko, 1993) and the author of this article (Chura, 2021). In the all-Ukrainian format, the
processes of the collapse of the USSR are studied by Stanislav Kulchytskyi (Kulchytskyi,
Aleksieiev, Sliusarenko, 2000), Heorhiy Kasianov (Kasianov, 1995), Anatoliy Rusnachenko
(Rusnachenko, 1998). Among the scientific researches of recent years, there should be
mentioned the works by Yuriy Kahanov (Kahanov, 2019) Iryna Ovchar (Ovchar, 2011), Aisel
Omarova (Omarova, 2017), Serhiy Plokhii (Plokhii, 2019), Volodymyr Tarasov (Tarasov,
2016), Oleksandr Tertychnyi (Tertychnyi, 2014), Oleksandr Boiko (Boiko, 2021), Yuriy
Shapoval and Oleksandra Yakubets (Shapoval & Yakubets, 2021) and Oleksandra Zinchenko
(Zinchenko, 2024).

The vectors isssues of the development of the Soviet press was raised by such scholars
as Kateryna Yeremieieva (Yeremieieva, 2018), Aliona Yakubets (Yakubets, 2018), Ruslana
Popp (Popp, 2018) and the others. However, the materials of the periodicals of the second
half of the 80s of the 20th century in district and multi-circulation segment, they still remain
outside the focus of domestic scientific opinion, which caused the author’s interest. Therefore,
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the objective of the article is an attempt at a factual reconstruction of the evolution process
of the of socio-economic requests for “Perestroika” into political appeals at the stage of
introduction of a political reform in the USSR — before and after the 19th All-Union Party
Conference.

The source base of scientific research is regional and multi-circulation publications of
enterprises of Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ternopil, Volyn, Rivne, Zakarpattia and Chernivtsi
regions of Ukraine. The author analysed 33 newspapers representing the industrial and
agrarian spheres of activity of the Soviet industrial press.

The Research Results. Even before the start of the conference — in January of 1988,
workers and rank-and-file communists of Sambir glass factory of Lviv region in the local
newspaper of the district committee “Chervonyi Prapor” expressed their fears not so much
about the introduction of state financing and self-financing, unknown to them, which in their
opinion could lead to a decrease in wages, but regarding the tools for the introduction of
market innovations. In their statements, there was noticeable some hesitation regarding the
expediency of an excessive control of party committees over the implementation of industrial
innovations (Tymochko, 1988, p. 1). L. Tsiupka, the secretary of the party committee of the
Nesteriv road-exploitation district No. 872, on the pages of the district communist party
publication “Nove Zhyttia” reproached the regional party apparatus for the fact that the
secretaries of the regional committee were not interested in the activities of the primary party
organizations, and held few meetings with communists of small party groups. “Then let them
not be surprised that members of party groups do not go to party meetings and do not carry
out party assignments”, he summarized (Tsiupka, 1988, p. 1).

When the deputy general director of the “Kinescope” VO, a member of the central committee
of the communist party of Ukraine, V. Apryntseva, expressed the opinion in the columns of the
“Lampochka Ilyicha” newspaper that as a result of the introduction of new business conditions,
more than a thousand people were expected to be laid off, the labour team became concerned
that ordinary workers and communists would be the first to lose their jobs (Krykun, 1988,
p- 2). Therefore, during the discussion of theses for the 19th party conference, an electrician
V. Kabyshev openly asked the secretary of the party committee: why, during the transition to
new economic conditions, only workers are reduced (Stybelska, 1988, p. 1).

The newspaper of the Lviv Vocational Education and Training Centre “Progress”
“Vzuttiovyk™ published an article called “Answers for Everything” in its columns. Its author,
N. Roshchuk, logically placed the responsibility for difficult working conditions on the
regional party leadership, which had been talking beautifully about “restructuring” for three
years, but did not really want to be restructured (Roshchuk, 1988, p. 1). In the words of a
brigadier M. Sobol, a delegate of the 19th party conference, the mass circulation of the Lviv
Bus Plant warned the regional communist leadership: the factory party committee solves
problems that come from the grassroots poorly, or does not solve them at all, which can have
unforeseen consequences (Soroka, 1988, pp. 1-2).

Rank-and-file communists of Bolshivtsivsky bakery of Ivano-Frankivsk region
M. Pankiv, V. Kolodiy, 1. Yaskiv, L. Byshentsev expressed their surprise that for a long
time they could not meet with the employees of the district committee to tell them about
the progress of reforms at the enterprise. And this was when the members of the district
committee incessantly announced frequent visits to grassroots party organizations. This
information was written in the newspaper “Prapor Peremohy” — a periodical of the Galician
district committee of the party. Subsequently, in the heading “Perestroika: Word and Deed”
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there were published a number of publications about the progress of the district enterprises
under self-financing conditions. The leitmotif of these articles was the common opinion of
the labour groups that there were no positive consequences from the visits of various oblast
commissions and there would not be any (Hural, 1988, p. 2).

In the columns of the district committee newspaper of the Nadvirna district “Radianska
Verkhovyna”, the head of the animal husbandry department of the local agro-industrial
association, I. Oliinyk, tried to explain to readers why interruptions in the supply of dairy
products began in the district retail network. According to him, the quarterly milk production
plan was fulfilled by 116%. And the question why these products did not reach the stores
should not be addressed to him (Oliinyk, 1988, p. 1). It got to the point that a critical situation
developed in Nadvirna forest plant, which caused the interference of the regional party
leadership. At the meeting of the labour team, the employees of the farm spoke out against
the administrative and party management of the enterprise, citing the fact that they continued
to work as during the period of “stagnation” (Zabachynskyi, 1988, p. 1).

In August of 1988, the district committee newspaper of Rohatyn district “Zoria” published
the first results of the introduction of new management methods in the words of the chief
economist of the agro-industrial association V. Ilkiv, presented in the article “Examining the
Farm Calculation”. It turned out that for half a year, costs for the production of plant and
animal products increased significantly (Ilkiv, 1988, p. 1). The semi-annual consequences
of the introduction of the communist party innovations were documented in the article “And
there Could Be no Queues”. The indignation of the author O. Klymtsevych was caused not
so much by the usual shortage of food products in the retail network, but by the increase in
the number of peasants who went to Ivano-Frankivsk to buy meat and dairy products, making
long queues (Klymtsevych, 1988, p. 3).

Interesting were the publications in the newspaper “Zoria Prykarpattia” by the
spokesperson of Kalush City Committee of the CPSU-CPU. Its columns were filled with the
column “How we are Served”, which was full of articles like “Such Indifference” (Levytska,
1988, p. 2), “Who Ate Candies?” (Havryliuk, 1988, p. 3), “Criticism in Packaging” (Trach,
1988, p. 3). In the articles there was written about a noticeable decrease in everyday goods
on the shelves of grocery and industrial stores. Attention was drawn to to the fact that the
growing complaints of the public were caused by the lack of products that had not been in
short supply recently.

The results of the implementation of a new economic model of management were
summarized by the newspaper of the communists of Horodenkivsky district “Kolhospnyk
Prydnistrovia”. Having published the results of a social development for the first half of 1988,
the publication noted that 347.5 thousand krb. were not added to the plan of the total volume of
merchandise turnover. The demand for various types of shoes and clothes, especially children’s,
was not satisfied. Alcohol, tobacco, cereals, meat, dairy and confectionery products were not
available for sale, the assortment of fruits and vegetables was poor, the need for detergents,
personal hygiene products, televisions, refrigerators, washing machines and other household
appliances, furniture and radio equipment, etc. (Kolhospnyk Prydnistrov’ia, 1988, p. 1).

When on January 1, 1988, the “Khlorvinyl” production association (PO) was transferred
to a full economic accounting, on January 8, in the article of the plant newspaper “Kalushsky
Khimik™ there were expressed doubts about correctness of the methods of its introduction,
according to the deputy head of the workshop S. Khomitskyi. Therefore, the head of the
workshop advised the secretary of the party committee to interfere in production affairs less
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and to deal more with ideological issues (Khomitskyi, 1988, p. 2). These suspicions were
confirmed at the conference of the labour team of the plant on August 3, 1988. Reporting
on the “achievements” for six months, the general director of the plant, O. Romanenko,
stated that under the new economic conditions, there were not produced goods worth
1.3 million krb. As a result, awarding slowed down and many social programmes, including
housing construction, were cancelled. This caused undisguised dissatisfaction among the
plant workers. Working under harmful production conditions, they claimed various benefits,
which were postponed indefinitely (Kaluskyi khimik, 1988, p. 1).

Against a visual background of dull regional and mass-circulation periodicals, the newspaper
“Ahro” stood out favourably, belonging to the modern Kolomyia agricultural enterprise “Prut”.
Made in an atypical bright colours and illustrated with advertising, the publication set itself the
goal of being the local “pulse” of democratization and promptly covering the achievements
of “Perestroika” (Ahro, 1988, pp. 4-5). This opportunity was provided by V. Tkachuk, the
chairman of the board of the agricultural enterprise, a hero of the Soviet Union, awarded by two
Lenin orders, who was personally acquainted with M. Gorbachov.

Therefore, critical articles about the consequences of the “updating” of the country
and the party often found a place in its columns. Among them is an interview with the
director of Kolomyia inter-business enterprise, V. Hridzak, published in the “Problems of
Self-financing” column. According to him, as a result of ill-conceived reforms, costs for
housing construction, expansion of rural infrastructure, purchase of seeds, fodder, and
repair of equipment increased by 1.3 million krb. (Artsikhovskyi, 1988, p. 2). Therefore,
the publication of P. Sehal, a resident of Kolomyia, a member of the CPSU since 1940, a
veteran of war and labour, and a personal pensioner of local significance, published at the
address of the 19th Party Conference, was natural. Being a convinced communist, he said
that it was time to distinguish between the functions of the party and state bodies, to abolish
the industrial departments of the regional committee, city committees and district committees
of the party, and to transfer the solution of all social problems to the competence of the
executive committees of the councils of people’s deputies (Sehal, 1988, p. 3).

The newspaper of Communist Party members of Berezhansky district “Nove Zhyttia”
published a polemic with H. Chaskovskyi, the head of the executive committee of Lapshyn
village council. Despite the declared political reform towards the transfer of power into
the hands of the Soviet institutions, he emphasized the lack of a real expansion of the
powers of local councils of people’s deputies. According to him, the government continued
to be at the mercy of the party nomenclature (Chaskovskyi, 1988, pp. 1-2). H. Syvak, a
seamstress of Berezhany tailoring atelier “Prykarpattia”, tried to understand the reason for
this situation. In the article “More Demanding” she noted that the bureaucratic actions of the
party nomenclature, who should only deal with ideological issues, interfere in “Perestroika”
(Syvak, 1988, p. 1).

The “Kolos” newspaper of Zalishchyky district committee of Ternopil region spared no
epithets to praise the positive consequences of the state and Communist Party “updating”
(Hubenko, 1988, p. 1). However, in the second half of 1988, its columns were full of
sharply critical articles, central among them was the sprawling publication “Criticism is not
a Quarrel, but Ideas in Favour of Perestroika”. A report on the work of the 16th district
report-election party conference was published there. Among the 14 speakers there were
M. Nykoruk — a head of the department of the “Zolotyi Kolos™ collective farm, M. Didych —a
foreman of the Household Goods Factory, M. Koroliuk — a head of the leasing team of the
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“Iskra” collective farm, M. Shmeliova — a secretary of the party organization of the public
education department, I. Horuk — a foreman of the agricultural construction organization,
S. Bolibrukh — a secretary of the party committee of the Tovsten hospital, T. Khmurych — a
secretary of the party committee of educational and cultural institutions, V. Palchynskyi — a
transport company welder.

Unanimously, they reproached the party leadership for slowness, one-sidedness, and
sometimes unwillingness to implement democratic reforms and market management
methods. The words of V. Haianiuk, the head of the rental cooperative that worked at the
production base of the “Ukraina” collective farm, were indicative. He stated that he fulfilled
the plan for the sale of meat and milk by 136%, providing the population with services in
the amount of 30,000 krb. But the owners of the earned funds were the head of the collective
farm and the chief accountant, who disposed of them as if they were their own, causing anger
among the employees of the rental enterprise (Kolos, 1988, p. 1).

The column “Economic Comprehensive Education” was started by the newspaper of
the Ternopil Combine Plant — “Kombainobudivnyk™. In the first half of 1988, from issue
to issue, this factory publication explained to employees all the intricacies of introducing
self-financing and painted vivid pictures of a bright future. Various administrative and party
leaders published their articles there, always campaigning to work diligently under new
conditions, and the results, they say, will not be long in coming (Kombainobudivnyk, 1988,
p- 1). However, in the second half of the year, at a “round table” meeting of the labour
team with the management, it turned out that the plant was in a financial trouble. The plant
engineer M. Baisarovych, a grinder M. Kozitskyi, a locksmith Yu. Vasylkiv, a foreman Yu.
Yehorov and a welder S. Bilyk claimed in the article “The Owner Means Frugal” that this
happened under the conditions of compliance with all the instructions of the visionary party
leadership and competent administration, which had been refined to the point that the factory
did not even smell of self-support and self-financing” (Kombainobudivnyk, 1988, p. 1).

At the beginning of 1988, in the communist “district” newspaper of Horokhiv district
of Volyn region, “Budivnyk Komunizmu”, there was published the extensive publication
“Open Dialogue”. Local leaders, led by the second secretary of the district committee,
L. Melnychuk, answered citizens’ questions on the telephone hotline. Among the ten
questions, nine concerned the improvement of towns and villages of the district, and only one
concerned the holding of seminars by the party committee secretaries. First of all, residents
were interested in why in the third year of the “Perestroika” the shortage of consumer goods
progressed, housing construction decreased, rural medicine declined, building materials
became more expensive, etc. They asked the head of the district committee whether he
should reduce the party’s interference in industrial affairs and switch to ideological problems
(Budivnyk komunizmu, 1988, p. 1).

Six people took part in the discussion of a new statute of collective farms of the USSR,
published on the pages of the newspaper of Liubeshiv district “Nove Zhyttia”. These are the
heads of collective farms “Komunist” — H. Miroshnychenko, “Svitanok” — M. Hrynevych,
“17 Veresnia” — O. Shukalovych, “Zoria Komunizmu” — A. Kurinchuk and secretaries of
the party committees of collective farms “Chervony Partyzan” — M. Sheremet and “Bohdan
Khmelnytskyi” collective farm — A. Parfesiuk. Four of them noted a sharp decrease in the
financial focus of the regional leadership in solving social problems of the village. This
provoked a noticeable condemnation of peasants, in the direction of the regional committee
authorities, positioned as the chief one main (Nove zhyttia, 1988, p. 1).

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 151



Vasyl CHURA, Yurii KAHANOV

Atthe meeting of the council of labour collective of VO “Volynprombud” the administration
and the party committee were criticized for the lack of proper working conditions and positive
results in the introduction of new forms of management, which reduced the wages of workers
and employees of the enterprise. N. Hruzynska, a foreman of whitewashers of “Opariadbud”,
V. Stasiuk, head of RTK M. Shokun, a foreman of plasterers of “Kovelprombud” spoke about
this state of affairs in front of the management. On this occasion, the newspaper “Budivelnyk
Volyna” in the article “Overcoming Stagnant Waters” expressed an assumption: if things
continue like this, the management of the enterprise may be left without executors of its
instructions (Yukhymenko, 1988, p. 3).

V. Tchaikovsky, a correspondent of the newspaper “Holos Robochoho” of Lutsk
VO “Osnastka”, prepared materials from the industrial meeting that took place on May 10,
1988. The speeches of the head of the department V. Khlamov, a deputy head of the workshop
D. Dolych, the foremen H. Pashchuk, M. Melnyk, M. Savyk and V. Kurstak indicated the
management’s misunderstanding of the methods of implementing innovations, which caused
deterioration of the material situation of the labour team. The words of V. Kurstak were
particularly telling. He said: “The labour team fulfills everything that is required, but does
not receive benefits from state support. Therefore, there is no need to count on the support of
workers” (Chaskovskyi, 1988, p. 2).

In January of 1988, the newspaper of Rivne District Committee “Slovo Pravdy” launched
the “Open Letter Day” column. 23 district heads, including those of the district committee,
had to give answers to more than 80 complaints received from residents of Shubkiv village.
The lion’s share of complaints concerned the well-being of rural residents, starting with a
low level of provision of consumer goods and ending with the issues of a slow housing
and school construction and unsatisfactory medical care and the condition of roads. The
majority of the authors of complaints turned to the party nomenclature, asking them where
the party apparatus hides meat and dairy products. After all, the peasants sell it to the state at
reduced prices, and it is not available on the shelves of city stores (Moroz, 1988, p. 1). The
situation worsened even further when, in December of the above mentioned year, the chief
zootechnician of the local agro-industrial association, O. Chupryna, made public data that out
of 22 collective farms in the district, only 5 coped with the task of producing milk and meat
(Chupryna, 1988, p. 2).

The article by S. Olishevsky, a vulcanizer of Ostroh Tire Repair Plant, “Following the
Word of Business” opened the column of the same name in the district committee newspaper
“Zoria Komunizmu”. As a member of the district committee, the author expressed the hope that
tangible changes at the enterprise would begin with the implementation of the “Law on State
Enterprises”, which would expand the rights of labour councils and narrow the influence of the
party apparatus on production (Olishevskyi, 1988, p. 2). The correspondent of the newspaper
“Zoria Komunizmu”, A. Suprun, in the publication “If Demandingness is Weakened”, placed
the responsibility for the non-rhythmic work of Ostroh Maslosyrzavod on the secretary of
the party committee, L. Melnychuk, who only distracted the rank-and-file communists with
excessive demands for the fulfillment of party assignments (Suprun, 1988, p. 1).

At the end of 1988, the newspaper “Vysokovoltnyk”, which belonged to Rivne plant of
high-voltage equipment, testified in the words of the head of the technical bureau Yo. Tumakha:
the introduction of state financing and self-financing was the cause of constant disruptions in
the technological process, which caused the reduction of salaries (Tumakha, 1988, pp. 1-2).
Therefore, in the second half of the year, th newspaper columns were flooded with articles such
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as “Why Are We Losing Profits?”. The head of the plant’s financial bureau, N. Hudz, found
out that the transition to market conditions forced banks to monitor the fulfillment of credit
obligations more carefully. The result: the excess of the loaned amount by 3.2 million krb.
Under other circumstances, this debt would have been repaid by the state, but under market
conditions it became the cause of a decrease in wages (Hudz, 1988, pp. 1-2).

One of the flagships of the industrial complex of Rivne region was Rivne nuclear power
plant (RAES). In its newspaper “Enerhetyk” it was written about the party meetings, at which
there was discussed the summing up of the first results of the plant’s work under the conditions
of state support. From the critical speeches of the chief construction engineer V. Ohorodnyk, a
chief mechanization engineer V. Liutykov, a foreman H. Okhrimchuk, lankova N. Klymchuk,
it became clear that the reforms gave a positive result only a few months after the beginning
of 1988. Then there was a short-term increase in wages, which devastated the financial funds
not only of individual enterprises, but also of entire industries. Then there was the previous
year design and estimate documentation, which quickly returned salaries to a usual low level
(Onerhetyk, 1988, p. 1). That’s why, preferential payments and other preferences of RAES
workers seemed unlikely. Therefore, the authors of the newspaper called for abandoning of
a numerous management apparatus, optimizing unnecessary structural divisions — including
the party ones (Energetik, 1988, p. 1).

As usual, reporting on the previous year overachievement of planned objectives by
108%, the editor of the “Shakhtar” newspaper of the “Ilnytsk” mine in Irshava district,
Zakarpattia region, F. Markovtsii, sublimely described the expectations associated with the
implementation of the “Law on Enterprise” (Shakhtar, 1988, p. 1). But in the same month, the
communist party newspaper of Svaliavsky District Committee “Leninsky Shliakh” published
the January meeting of the party committee of the local lumberyard, which was held in the
presence of H. Kameniash, the first secretary of the district committee. To the question of
rank-and-file communists A. Fales, H. Taliyan, P. Rebrantov, Yu. Fizer, Yu. Sabov, heads of
workshops T. Honda and M. Yakym: why is the success of the “Perestroika” not visible?
— the director of the plant V. Subotovskyi answered that low indicators were explained by
the introduction of market management methods. His opinion was supported by the first
secretary of the district committee, who motivated this situation by the transition period from
administrative to economic management methods (Olashyn, 1988, p. 1).

But such explanations were of a little help. In March of the same year, the employees of
the woodworking plant came to the director and demanded to find out the reasons for the
decrease in wages by 30 thousand krb., because there was the same quantity and quality
of products as last month. Neither the administration nor the party committee gave a clear
answer. Then the workers sent a collective complaint to the Union Minister for Forestry
Industry with a demand to appoint a local nominee of the labour collective council as the
director of the enterprise (Andriichuk, 1988, p. 1).

Atthe end of 1988, many such articles appeared on the pages of Transcarpathian “districts”
and mass-circulation press. Especially in the columns of the communist newspaper of
Berehivsky district “Chervony Prapor”. This was indicated by their names: “What Justified
Itself And What Did Not?” (Dierke, 1988, p. 2), “Problems Remain” (Palish, 1988, 1), “Why
are Milk and Meat Expensive?” (Dierke, 1988, p. 3) and many others. These publications
more than visibly demonstrated how the fall of the already low material level gave rise to the
levelling of communist power at local places and convinced the residents of the region of the
party apparatus inability to ensure a proper level of their well-being.
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It got to the point that in March of 1988, the “district” newspaper of Putylsky district
committee of Chernivtsi region “Radianski Karpaty” published the article “Problems Still
Exist” authored by V. Volskyi, the head of the department of propaganda and agitation of
the district committee. According to him, the transition to self-financing and household
accounting turned out to be more difficult than expected. Scholars did not have a clear idea
of the essence of innovations, and the system of economic comprehensive education could
not clearly explain it to them (Volskyi, 1988, p. 1). This state of affairs was evidenced by the
interview of the newspaper correspondent S. Sopetyk with Yu. Skrypchuk, the foreman of the
builders of the collective farm “Prohres”. “So the Reconstruction is Dormant”, he said, “so
we will have to solve our problems on our own once again” (Sopetyk, 1988, p. 3).

The newspaper “Budivelnyk”, a periodical of the Party Committee of Chernivtsi
District of Ukraine, published the article “Under New Conditions”, dedicated to the two-
year anniversary of the formation of the labour collective council. “To Be Honest”, said
the machinist V. Vizniuk, “self-financing did not play a decisive role in the struggle for the
implementation of the plan”. And the hosprozrakhunok did not cause any particular positive
changes” (Vizniuk, 1988, p. 1). The above mentioned opinion was published on the pages of
the newspaper of F. Dzerzhynsky Machine-Building Plant by the director of the enterprise
V. Fotokakis. At the beginning of 1988, from the tribune of the 19th party conference, he said
that “Perestroika” needed guarantees of the irreversibility of its processes. It is extremely
necessary to reduce the management apparatus and the party apparatus as well. And the main
thing is giving more opportunities for independence (Roztotska, 1988, p. 1). At the end of
the year, the article with the eloquent title “Although Glasnost is not always Pleasant” was
published in the pages of the newspaper of the communists of Storozhynetsky district “The
Soviet Village”. The head of the collective farm named after Dzerzhynskyi M. Flekivchuk,
the farm manager H. Kovtsun and the locksmith V. Savchuk stated that glasnost existed only
on television, but glasnost in the payment of labour, housing construction and filling of stores
with goods was absent as such (Levina, 1988, p. 1).

The Conclusions. Therefore, the analysis of the articles published in the columns of the
Western Ukrainian regional and multi-circulation press shows that the first sprouts of disbelief
of the residents of the region in the socio-economic innovations of the “Perestroika” appeared
at the stage of its apogee in 1988. Incompatible with the planned economy, implementation
of segmental market innovations in the form of self-financing and state self-support gave
positive results only in the first half of the specified year. The positive results manifested
themselves in the form of a short-term increase in wages, which quickly became inconsistent
with last year’s planned financial estimates. Then the budgets were exhausted, which led to
the reduction in salaries, the curtailment of social programmes, and an increase in the deficit
of food and industrial consumer goods.

On this basis, the attitude of the Western Ukrainian public towards the initiator of
reforms of the CPSU-CPU, in the format of its district committee and party committee units,
deteriorated significantly. Gradually there came the understanding that the communist power
was not capable of effective implementation of economic innovations, and therefore the
political ones should be introduced to limit its influence on the production process. However,
after the introduction of a political reform at the 19th All-Union Party Conference towards
the transfer of power into the hands of the Soviet institutions, the negative attitude towards
the party nomenclature continued to grow. The nature of the publications in the second half
of the year indicated that the mistrust in the economic innovations of the party apparatus,
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caused by the unfolding of the crisis, was also reflected in its political attempts to maintain
dominance in the state created for itself.
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