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CIVIL SOCIETY OF UKRAINE DURING THE YEARS
OF THE RUSSO-UKRAINIAN WAR:
CHALLENGES, VALUE ORIENTATIONS (2014 — 2024)

Abstract. The purpose of the research is to clarify the main trends in the civil society organizations
development in Ukraine, in particular, the volunteer movement, charitable organizations, non-
governmental (public organizations). Research Methodology. In the article there has been used an
analytical approach to a retrospective analysis of the activities of non-governmental organizations in
the society. The research is also based on the principles of systematicity, a concrete historical approach,
a historical and systemic method. The scientific novelty consists in the fact that for the first time in
historical sciences, the formation of a civil society in Ukraine has been elucidated through the prism of
challenges that arose in the context of the Russo-Ukrainian war of 2014 — 2024.

The Conclusions. After 2014, the Ukrainian civil society, responding to civilizational challenges
and threats to the country’s territorial integrity, qualitatively increased its influence and helped
maintain the country s defense capabilities. Civil institutions become a driving force in the processes
of establishing interaction between the authorities and citizens. A multifaceted support is provided by
civil institutions (assistance in forced relocation from occupied settlements, a further care of internally
relocated people, legal consultations, a psychological support, material subsidies, support to those
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communities that will remain in the front-line territories, occupied and de-occupied regions) plays a
significant role in countering disinformation, fixing the crimes of the Russian Federation, restoring the
housing stock. Civil society organizations enjoy a lot of trust among the population and foreign funds,
and owing to them, it is possible to accumulate a significant amount of funds from donations to solve
both large-scale and specific requests of the Armed Forces, volunteer units.

During the full-scale invasion actualization of the grassroots public level proved that the Ukrainian
civil society is capable of responding to crises quickly. Instead, a significant challenge for the further
effective activity of these organizations is the problem of cooperation between organizations and funds,
an effective distribution of financial resources, and maintenance of a stable level of activity.

Key words: civil society, normative legal act, law, volunteer movement, charitable organization,
public organization, recognition, legitimacy.

T'POMA/ISIHCHKE CYCILJIBCTBO YKPATHA
B POKH POCIMCBKO-YKPAIHCBKOI BIMHU:
BUKJIMKH, IIHHICHI OPIEHTUPH (2014 — 2024)

Anomayisn. Mema pooomu — 6UUeHHA OCHOBHUX MEHOEHYILl PO3GUMKY, CIPYKIMYD POMAOSHCHKO20
CYCRinbemea, 30KpeMa B0NOHMEPCHKO20 PYXY, ONA200IUHUX OpeaHi3ayil, Heypsoosux (SPOMAaOCbKUX
opeanizayiil). Ananiz HOpMAMUEHO-NPABOBO20 NOJIAL, 1020 MPaHcGopmayit, y sKomy Oiloms iHCMUNmu
2POMAOSIHCHKO20 cycninbemea. Memooonozia 00cioxyicenHs. Y HayKogil cmammi GUKOPUCIAHO 20J106HO
aHanimuyHull nioxio O pempocneKmueHO20 aHATI3y OBIbHOCMI HEYPAOOBUX CIPYKMYp CYCRITbCmEd.
Poboma maxooic 6azyemoca na npunyunax cucmemMHoCcmi, KOHKpemHo-icmopuuto2o nioxooy, icmopuxo-
cucmemnoz2o memooy. Haykoea HoeusHa: ananiz cmanosnens gpomMaosincbKo20 CyChiibCmea Kpizb npusmy
BUKJIUKIB, SIKI NOCM AU 8 KoHmeKcmipocilcvko-ykpaincokoi itinu 2014—2024 pp. Bucnoexu. Ilicis 2014 poky
VKPAiHCbKe 2POMAOSHCHKE CYCNIIbCMEO, peazyiodll Ha YUSLTI3ayiliHi 6UKIUKU, 3a2PO3Y 011 MePUMOopiantbHOT
yinicHocmi Kpainu sIKICHO NOCUNUILO C8OI NAUBY, OONOMA2AN0 Y NIOMpuMyi 0O0POHO30aMHOCE KPAiHU.
I pomaosmcwki incmumyyii cmanu pywitiHow CULOK Y POYecax Hala2004CeHHs 83AeMO0TT Midic 81a000 ma
epomaoanamu. Haoaroms pisHOCMOpOHHIO RIOMPUMKY (O0nomoza y euMyuieHoMy nepei3oi 3 OKYNo8aHux
HACENEHUX NYHKMIB, NOOATbULA ONIKA HAO 6HYMPILUHLO NEPEMILYEeHUMU 0COOAMU, IOPUOUUHI KOHCYTbMAayii,
NCUXONOTYHULL CYNPOBIO, MamepianbHi domayii, niOmpumKa mux epomao, sSKi 3a1uuucs y npughpoHmosux
Mmepumopisax, OKYNOBAHUX MAa OeOKYNOBAHUX Dpe2ioHax), 6i0iepaioms cymmesy poib y Hpomuoii
oesingopmayii, pixcysanni anouunie Pociticoroi @edepayii, 6iOH0GNIeHHI dHcumioeo2o ¢ondy. Cmpykmypu
SPOMAOAHCHKO20 CYCNITLCMBA KOPUCHIYIOMbCS BENUKOI0 Q0BIPOI0 ceped HACENeHHs, THO3eMHUX (DOHOIS,
8I0MaK 3a60AKU iM 60AEMbCS AKYMYNI0BAMU 3HAUHY KINbKICMb KOWMIE 13 NOdicepme Ol 3abe3neyents sk
macwmadnux, max i mouxosux sanumie 6i0 3CY, 006posonbuux 3a20Hi8.

Axmyanizayis. HU306020 SpOMAOCHKO20 PIGHA NIO HAC NOBHOMACWUMAOHO2O BMOPSHEHHS 3ACBIOUUIO,
WO YKpailcbKe 2poMaosaHcbke CyCnitbemeo 30amme weuoko peazysamu na kpusu. Hamomicms cymmesum
GUKTIUKOM OJ151 NOOATIbULOT eqheKMUBHOT poOOmuU Yux CMpPYKNiyp € npoonema KoOnepayii Midic opeanizayisimu
ma oroamu, eghekmugHull po3noOL PIHAHCOBUX PeCypPCis, NIOMPUMKA CIALO20 PIBHSL QISTbHOCHIL.

Kniouogi cnosa: epomadsncvke cycninbCmeo, HOPMAmMueHO-npaso8ull akm, 3aKoH, 6010HMePCbKULL
PYX, 61a200iiiHa opeanizayis, spoMaOCbKa OP2aHi3ayis, 6USHAHHI, 1e2iMUMHICTb.

The Problem Statement. A civil society is a complex concept that outlines the sphere of
interaction of “self-operating” and social institutions separated from the state. It is also a structure of
voluntary organizations of citizens who exercise their rights and interests in the public sphere. The
Ukrainian sociologist Viktor Stepanenko, having reviewed the English-language historiography,
which focuses on methodological approaches of defining a civil society concept, summarized that
in democratic governance, a civil society acts in a similar way as the trade union, i.e. it functions
in a political and cultural sphere (Stepanenko, 2015, pp. 17-19).

The American sociologist Jeffrey Alexander, rethinking the sociological thought of
previous eras, offers a new theory of a civil society, which he refers to as the “civic sphere”
(Friedland, 2007, p. 604). J. Alexander suggested a new approach to the interpretation of a civil
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society as an independent “sphere, a world of values and institutions, which simultaneously
forms the ability for a social criticism and democratic integration”. In its existence this sphere
relies on the principle of solidarity and respect for others (Alexander, 2006, p. 4). Sharing J.
Alexander’s view on the concept of a civil society as an “independent space of a social action
and interaction” and the important role of solidarity in the formation of'its institutions, one of its
mostimportantcomponents is volunteering (Pankova, Kasperovych, & Ischenko,2016a, p.26).
Also, the organizations of a civil society are non-governmental (non-state), charitable
foundations and organizations, public associations and movements that arose on the basis of
self-organization and aim at solving a certain social, economic, political, ecological, cultural
problem (Stepanenko, 2015, pp. 40-41; Kravchenko & Nikitiuk, 2021, p. 6).

The Review of Recent Researches and Publications. In a historical and sociological
perspective a civil society formation was studied by a number of the Ukrainian researchers,
among them there should be mentioned the publications by Antonina Kolodiy (Kolodij, 2002),
Victor Stepanenko (Stepanenko, 2015), Mykola Shulha (Shulha, 2014), Yuriy Shaihorodskyi
(Shajhorodskyj, 2021, pp. 332-367). The development of a volunteer movement and its
priority areas was researched by Viacheslav Holub (Holub, 2016), Oksana Pankova, Oleksandr
Kasperovych, Oleksandr Ischenko (Pankova, Kasperovych & Ischenko, 2016b). A holistic
image of a volunteer movement has been reconstructed in the collective research authored
by the scholars of 1. Krypiakevych Institute of Ukrainian Studies of the National Academy
of Sciences of Ukraine (Arkusha, Lytvyn, Bondar, Lukachuk & Khlypavka, 2018). The
cooperation of civil society organizations, state defense and security bodies was studied by
Liudmyla Kravchenko, Tymofiy Nikitiuk (Kravchenko & Nikitiuk, 2021), Viktor Lehkodukh
(Lehkodukh, 2023). Analytical sociological surveys, such as those carried out by the Institute
of Sociology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (Sliusarevskyj, 2015), the Kyiv
International Institute of Sociology, complement the research significantly (Hromadianske
suspilstvo Ukrainy, 2023). Ukrainian scientists compiled a bibliographic index of works on
the Russian-Ukrainian war (Levchenko, 2022), analyzed some works of historians (Ilnytskyi,
Starka & Haliv, 2022; Haliv & Sviontyk, 2023; Telvak & Ilnytskyi, 2023).

The purpose of the research is the study of a of civil society development under the
conditions of the Russo-Ukrainian war, the analysis of a legal support of state policy in the
field of the civil society organizations development.

The Results of the Research. In 2014 the Revolution of Dignity, the annexation of
the Crimean Peninsula by the Russian Federation and Russian aggression in the East of
Ukraine became a geopolitical challenge and the cause of disorientation processes in the
Ukrainian society. At that time, an active part of the society united and created a network
of public organizations that helped solve urgent problems related to the supply of a medical
aid, food, and equipment to the military in Eastern Ukraine and aid to the civilian population
that suffered due to the war. Since 2014 a quantitative growth of a volunteer movement in
Ukraine has been confirmed by the international studies. In particular, according to the rating
of the annual study of charity in the world, i.e. World Giving Index (conducted by Charities
Aid Foundation (CAF)) in 2010, Ukraine ranked the 150th, in 2014 — 103rd, and in 2015 —
the 89th place (Bakovetska, 2020, p. 37).

In Ukraine one of the forms of manifestations of a civil society has become the volunteer
movement. In Ukraine, the concept of volunteering is regulated by the Law of Ukraine “On
Volunteering” of 2011. According to this law, it is “a voluntary, socially oriented, non-profit
activity carried out through the provision of volunteer activities” (Zakon Ukrainy, 2011). This
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law provided for the activities of volunteers only in the socio-cultural sphere and on the basis
of “voluntariness, selflessness, social orientation, non-profitability” (Yatsiuk, 2023, p. 102).

After 2014, the activity of volunteer initiatives was aimed at a military and civilian
support of fighters and residents in the war zone in Eastern Ukraine. Therefore, a regulatory
and legal design of this activity was also updated. At the end of October of 2014, the Ministry
for Finance of Ukraine issued order No. 1089 “On Approval of the Procedure for Forming
and Maintaining the Register of Volunteers of Anti-terrorist Operation”, in accordance with
the Law of Ukraine dated September 2, 2014 “On Amendments to the Tax Code of Ukraine
on Certain Issues of Taxation of Charitable Aid”, supplemented with the final provisions
of the Law “On Charitable Activities and Charitable Organizations” No. 5073-VI dated
07/05/2012. The State Fiscal Service (SFS) is obliged to create and introduce changes to the
Register in an electronic form, publish these data every December on the official website.

At the legislative level, it is also provided for the insurance of people for the time of
performing volunteer work, in particular according to the Federal Law “On Insurance”
No. 85/96 of the Republic of Belarus dated 07.03.1996. The procedure and conditions of
payments were supplemented by Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 604
of 19.08.2015 on “Some issues of payment of one-time cash assistance in case of death
or disability of a volunteer in the area of an anti-terrorist operation, implementation of
measures to ensure national security and defense, repelling and deterring armed aggression
of the Russian Federation in Donetsk and Luhansk regions, hostilities and armed conflict”
(Bakovetska, 2020, p. 38).

Since 2015, the legislator has been supplementing the Law “On Volunteering” actively.
The areas of a volunteer activity have been expanded, in particular, it is provided that it can
be carried out in the area of the anti-terrorist operation. Organizations and institutions that
use the work of volunteers are allowed to insure their life and health during volunteering in
accordance with the Law of Ukraine “On Insurance”. In the following years, minor changes
were also made to the law on the activities of volunteers, but a comprehensive programme
for promoting volunteer activities, financial support by the state, etc. was not adopted
(Lypytchuk, 2022, pp. 184-185).

In February of 2022, after the full-scale invasion of the Russian Federation, the Verkhovna
Rada adopted amendments to the Law “On Volunteering” regarding support for volunteering
on August 15, 2022. The amendments define additional areas of activity for volunteers to
overcome the consequences of armed Russian aggression (“that or another country”), a
post-war reconstruction and development of the country. It was determined that the Central
executive authorities, together with non-profit organizations and institutions, develop
programmes to promote the development of volunteerism, as well as support the civil society
institutions (Zakon Ukrainy, 2022).

According to Taras Horbachevskiy’s calculations, the first significant surge in the activity
of volunteer organizations took place in 2015, when more than 250 volunteer initiatives
were active in Ukraine, which aimed their activities at solving the challenges caused by the
Russian aggression in 2014. The rallying of public activists and organizations usually took
place in regional centres and on the basis of professional, public, educational associations
(Horbachevskyi, 2019, pp. 125-126).

The researchers of the volunteer movement development in Ukraine highlight its key
directions, in particular, in 2014 and 2015, a massive aid was provided to the Ukrainian
army, wounded fighters and prisoners from the ATO zone, families of fighters — participants
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of the ATO, families of internally relocated people, civilians who remained on the territory
of the ATO (Pankova, Kasperovych & Ischenko, 2016a, pp. 29-30). Among a number of
all-Ukrainian volunteer organizations that help the military, the following ones should be
highlighted: “Army SOS, Charitable Fund for Army Assistance “Return Alive”, Wings of the
Phoenix, Support the Army of Ukraine, Volunteers without Borders”. Among the organizations
that help the military, we should also single out organizations that help individual units of the
Armed Forces, volunteer associations, doctors, and people from certain regions. Instead, they
supported relocated people, provided support in various fields to the families of ATO soldiers,
the Coordination Centre of the City of Kyiv, DemAlliance Aid, the Volunteer Association
“Everybody Can Help”, the Office Hundred of Aid to the Ukrainian Army, the Centre for
Aid to Forced Migrants, the Charitable Foundation “Heart”, Logistics Headquarters, Your
Support (Horbachevskyi, 2019, pp. 126—128).

On June 18,2015, in order to coordinate the work of charitable and volunteer organizations,
the Ministry for Social Policy issued the Order “On the Approval of the Regulation on the
Council for the Coordination of Work on Provision of Volunteer and Charitable Assistance at
the Ministry for Social Policy of Ukraine” (Polozhennia, 2015). The Coordination Council
was granted the status of a permanent advisory body of the Ministry for Social Policy. The
purpose of its activity is to establish cooperation between state authorities, volunteer and
charitable organizations. The Minister for Social Policy, who approves its composition, was
appointed Chairman of the Council (Informatsijna dovidka, 2016). At the local level, i.e in
the regions of Ukraine, following the recommendation of the Ministry for Social Policy, such
advisory institutions were also created under the regional councils. Coordination councils
with the support of local executive bodies and public organizations, volunteer councils,
public councils under the State Administration, centres for assistance to the ATO participants,
other advisory bodies (Informatsijna dovidka, 2016).

Since 2014, anti-disinformation projects have played an important role among public
initiatives, including StopFake, InformNapalm, and Ukraine Crisis Media Center, Euromaidan
Press, UkraineWorld, VoxUkraine (the project VoxCheck), Regional Press Development
Institute, Information Forces of Ukraine, Media Detector, Ukraine-2050. The platforms
check and refute distorted information, mainly the Russian disinformation, they present a
pro-Ukrainian view on the situation in Ukraine, mainly the events of the Russo-Ukrainian
war in English and other foreign languages (Lozovyi, 2023, p. 369).

Since 2014 a comprehensive approach to the study of various aspects of Russia’s hybrid
war against Ukraine has been represented by the “Prometheus” Security Environment Centre.
Founded in December of 2015, the analytical centre conducts research and investigations
using open source methods (Prometej, 2023). At the beginning of their activities, Prometheus
experts wrote a guidebook for journalists, diplomats, and public activists studying
Russia’s occupation of the Crimean Peninsula — “The Crimea behind the Curtain. Guide
to the Occupation Zone” (Krym za zavisoiu, 2019). The next guide is “Donbas is on Fire”.
“Guide to the Occupation Zone” was prepared on the basis of expert consultations and
interviews, materials of the International volunteer intelligence community InformNapalm.
The publication records and systematizes the evidence of the participation of the Russian
Federation in the war in Donbas, presents a comprehensive history of this conflict. These
editions were written in Ukrainian, Russian, English, French and German. The guidebooks
were published with the support of the Canadian Foundation for the Support of Local
Initiatives and the InformNapalm International Volunteer Community (Donbas v ohni, 2017).
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A further development of “Prometheus” related to the preparation of analytical materials
that prove the fact of the Russian presence in Donbas, the involvement of the Russian military in
the combat zone (Dokazy). In 2020, the centre signed a Memorandum of Cooperation to create
an internet portal about the course and consequences of the Russian aggression against Ukraine.
The Web portal “Virtual Museum of Russian Aggression” provides verified information about
the crimes of the Russian Federation from 2014 with the beginning of armed aggression and
continues to post verified data about the full-scale invasion of 2022. This online resource was
published with the support of the International Renaissance Foundation. Co-creators of the
resources were the state authorities, the Ukrainian Institute of National Remembrance, the
Representatives of the President in the Autonomous Republic of the Crimea, the Office of
the Prosecutor General. The Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union, the Crimean Human
Rights Protection Group, the Centre for Global Studies “Strategy XXI” and the others were also
involved in the activity (Virtualnyj muzej rosijskoi ahresii, 2023).

Another important example of cooperation between the public and the military is the
“Peacemaker” portal. The initiative was founded in 2015 by a group of researchers and
specialists who collected and published on an online platform personal data of people who
committed and are committing crimes against Ukraine. Employees of the centre also record,
store data, and further investigate crimes of the Russian Federation (Lehkodukh, 2023, p. 61).

A growing role of a civil society, its effectiveness in the implementation of reforms, a
comprehensive volunteer assistance to the military and civilians under the conditions of the
beginning of the Russian Federation aggression testifies to the development of a regulatory
and legal sphere of interaction between the public sector and the state. An important step in
the development of cooperation between the state authorities and civil society institutions was
the adoption of the Decree of the President of Ukraine on February 26, 2016 “On Promoting
the Development of a Civil Society in Ukraine”. On the basis of this law, the “National
strategy for Promoting the Development of a Civil Society in Ukraine for 2016 — 2020 was
approved for the first time (Liakh, 2021). In the adopted strategy, it was emphasized that the
purpose of this document is to create “favourable conditions for the development of a civil
society, establishing an effective interaction of the public with state authorities, local self-
government bodies on the basis of partnership” (Ukaz Prezydenta Ukrainy, 2016).

The main results of the “Civil Society Development Strategy” can be considered to be
the registration procedure simplification of non-profit organizations, reduction of terms
for their registration; implementation of the electronic procedure for registration of public
associations, the functioning improvement of public councils activity mechanism at executive
authorities, maintaining the Concept of Civic Education Development, developing a digital
space for communication between executive authorities and the public — “VzayemoDiia”
(“Interaction”) (Kravchenko & Nikitiuk, 2021a, p. 12). “VzayemoDiia” is an online platform
that is part of the “Open Government Partnership” programme, in which the Ministry for
Digital Transformation of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Secretariat of the
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the EGAP Programme implemented by the Eastern Europe
Foundation with the support of Switzerland, the National Democratic Institute, the UN
Development Programme Project “Civil Society for the Development of Democracy and
Human Rights in Ukraine”, the Council of Europe Project “Strengthening Public Participation
in the Democratic Decision-Making Process in Ukraine” (VzaiemoDiia, 2023).

In 2020, the Government completed the implementation programme of the “Civil Society
Development Strategy for the Period of 2016 — 2020”. Maxym Latsiba, the head of the civil
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society development programme of the Ukrainian Independent Centre for Political Research
(UNCPD) and a member of the working group on the creation of a new strategy for promoting
the development of a civil society, summing up the results of the implementation of the
Strategy, claimed that its postulates were only 50% fulfilled. One of the main achievements
of the Strategy for the period of 2016 — 2020 in the field of interaction with the armed forces,
the expert called the introduction of a transparent competition for veteran projects, their
financing; implementation of a competition for the organization of people with disabilities,
improvement of the funds distribution mechanisms for their activities (Yehorova, 2020).

Instead, the State Secretary of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, Oleksandr Yarema,
concluded on this occasion that in general 60% of the assigned tasks had been completed,
approximately 40% were still in the process of implementation. Some experts called the main
problem of implementing the Strategy — a low level of involvement of ministries and regional
administrations. O. Yarema, responding to these critical remarks, claimed that misunderstandings
arise due to inflated expectations from the cooperation of authorities and the civil sector. In
practice, in his opinion, obstacles arose due to complex procedures of intersectoral interaction
“coordinating and approving action plans” (Kryvosheiev & Yehorova, 2021).

On June 16, 2021, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted the following “National
Strategy for Promoting the Development of a Civil Society in Ukraine for 2021 — 2026”.
The key strategic directions coincide with the developments in the previous document, only
the tasks and expected results are substantiated more meaningfully. Therefore, the strategic
directions of the Strategy for 2021 — 2026 are as follows: a further development of the public
participation procedure in the creation and implementation of state policy at all levels of
government; creation of conditions for institutional development of a civil society; supporting
and strengthening the participation of civil society institutions in the socio-economic life of
the country; establishment of better conditions for intersectoral cooperation (Kravchenko &
Nikitiuk, 2021a, p. 12; Ukaz Prezydenta Ukrainy, 2021).

During the period of 2016 — 2020, there were positive trends regarding the increase in
the number of civil society institutions, according to the data of the State Statistics Service
of Ukraine, the number of “legal entities by organizational and legal forms of management
increased: public organizations—by 22,149, publicunions—by 1,122, charitable organizations—
by 4428, self-organization bodies of the population — by 234" (Natsionalna stratehiia, 2021).

Under the conditions of the Russian aggression since 2014, civil society organizations that
interact with the Armed Forces of Ukraine have been playing an important role. Among the
consultative and advisory bodies, the Public Council under the Ministry for Defense of Ukraine
should be singled out (Kravchenko & Nikitiuk, 2021b, pp. 19-20) (in 2023 reformatted into
the Public Anti-Corruption Council under the Ministry for Defense of Ukraine) (Hromadska
antykoruptsijna rada, 2023), Project Office of Reforms (liquidated in 2020, the Directorate
of Information Policy in the Field of Defense and Strategic Communications was created
instead) (Dyrektorat informatsijnoi polityky, 2020).

The main task of the Public Council under the Ministry for Defense of Ukraine, which
was established in 2004, was to coordinate activities and advise public organizations and
the Ministry for Defense of Ukraine. The Public Council includes representatives of various
public organizations, unions and formations (27 people in total). In addition to the function
of informing, an important task of the Public Council is “supervision and monitoring of the
body’s provision of transparency and openness of its activities, compliance with the law”
(Kravchenko & Nikitiuk, 2021b, pp. 19-20).
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The reform project office was founded in 2015 as “a consultative and advisory body to
ensure the coordination of changes” in the Ministry for Defense. This body was founded by
volunteers from the business environment. The main achievements of the Reform Project
Office can be considered the introduction of electronic procurement (Prozzoro system)
in the Ministry for Defense, the reform of the food system, defense procurement system, etc.
(Kravchenko & Nikitiuk, 2021b, p. 22).

Civil society organizations played an important role in countering the Russian aggression
in 2014. Their activity is no less significant under the conditions of a full-scale attack
by Russia in 2022. The results of the sociological study “Civil Society in Ukraine under
Conditions of War — 2022” demonstrated a significant increase in the number of public
and charitable organizations. In 2022, 2,760 non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
6,367 new charitable organizations (BOs) were registered (in 2021, there were only 830
such newly created charitable organizations). In 2022, the largest number of new HOs, BOs
were registered in Kyiv, Kyiv region, Lviv, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, and Odesa regions
(Hromadianske suspilstvo Ukrainy, 2023).

The first place among charitable and public associations, in particular in the field of media
recognition, belongs to the BF “Povernys Zhyvym”, UNITED 24, HO “Community Affairs”, BF
Serhiy Prytula, BF Poroshenko Foundation, BO “Caritas”. The largest funds United24, Return
to Life and the Prytula fund received donations in the amount of UAH 33.96 billion (almost
$1 billion) from Ukrainians and foreigners (Hromadianske suspilstvo Ukrainy, 2023, p. 7).

The main priorities in the activities of HOs/BOs after 2022 remain the assistance of the
Armed Forces and victims of war, in contrast, during previous years, the activity was focused
on sports, culture, education and tourism (Hromadianske suspilstvo Ukrainy, 2023, p. 9). In
countering Russia, not only charitable foundations and organizations, volunteer initiatives,
but also the phenomenon of Ukrainian territorial defense play an important role (Lehkodukh,
2023, p. 58).

The Conclusions. Consequently, the Ukrainian civil society accelerated its development
after 2014. Responding to the need to mobilize forces under the conditions of a hybrid Russo-
Ukrainian war, the multi-vector assistance of volunteer initiatives and non-governmental
organizations is directed from increasing defense capabilities to helping internally relocated
people directly affected by the war, restoring and reconstructing destroyed. The full-scale
Russian invasion mobilized the organizations of a civil society (including at the grassroots
level), and strengthened their cooperation. However, there is a problem of a sustainable level
of involvement of citizens in the public sector activities, funding, integrity and openness.
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