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AYEAR OF EXISTENTIAL WAR IN ANALYTICAL REFLECTIONS
OF THE WARSAW CENTRE FOR EASTERN STUDIES

Abstract. The purpose of the study is to clarify the peculiarities of interpreting the full-scale
stage of the Russian-Ukrainian war by analysts of the Marek Karp Centre for Eastern Studies.
The methodological basis of the work is an interdisciplinary approach with particular emphasis on
the structural and functional systematic analysis of historiographical facts and the comparative and
historical method based on the principles of objectivity and historicism. The scientific novelty of
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the article consists in clarifying the peculiarities of the modern stage of Russian aggression against
Ukraine by the Centre for Eastern Studies employees. The Conclusion. The research proved that the
Centre for Eastern Studies closely observed the events of the full-scale stage of the Russian-Ukrainian
confrontation, defining it as an existential war. At the same time, not only notorious incidents of armed
confrontation fell into the field of their expert discussion. The integrity of the analytical image is
complemented by numerous texts about the socio-economic situation in Ukraine, the Kremlin's policy
on the occupied territories and successful efforts to create and increase the anti-Putin coalition. Owing
to this, the interested observer formed a complete and balanced picture of all the key aspects of the
last year of the war. The Polish colleagues, in many respects, imitated the rhetoric of the Ukrainian
mass media, placing clear accents when describing the genocidal practices of the Russian regime. This
influenced the formation and maintenance of public opinion favourable to Ukraine in Poland and other
European Union countries, where Polish Eastern studies have high academic prestige. As a result, this
contributes to the neutralization of the efforts of Putin's propagandists in the information space of the
states of our partners. Largely owing to this, our country maintains the unwavering support of its allies,
despite changes in political cabinets in many countries of the continent. This is an essential prerequisite
for the fact that the Ukrainians will not only endure but also win in their most crucial war.

Key words: existential war, Marek Karp Centre for Eastern Studies, Komentarze OSW, analytical
reception.

PIK EK3UCTEHIIIHOI BINHU B AHAJITUUHUX PE®JIEKCISIX
BAPILABCBHKOI'O HEHTPY CXIJJHUX CTY/Ii

Anomauia. Mema OocniodiceHHsi NOAfeA€ Yy 3'ACYBAHHI  0coOMUBOCMIEl  OCMUCIEHHS
NOBHOMACUMAOHO20 emany pocCiliCbKo-YKpaincokoi 6itinu anarimukamu Llenmpy cxionux cmyoii
imeni Mapexa Kapna. Memooonoziune niotpynms pobomu cmaHo8ums MidiCOUCYUNTITHAPHULL
nioxio. Ocobnusuil akyeHm 3po6IeHO HA CMPYKMYPHO-@YHKYIOHATLHOMY CUCTHEMHOMY aHANI3]
icmopioepagiunux ¢haxmia i NOPIGHATLHO-ICIOPUUHOMY MeMOOi, UX00SYU 3 NPUHYUNIE 06 EKMUBHOCTMI
ma icmopuzmy. Haykoea nosusna cmammi nonseac y cnpodi 3’scyeanns ocobiusocmetl npezenmayii
cyuacnozo emany pociiicoroi azpecii npomu Yxpainu cnigpobimnuxamu I{CC. Bucnosxu. [Iposedene
docnidxcenns 0ogeno, ujo cnigpodbimuuxu L{CC yumano ysaeu npucéamuiu nooiam no8HOMACUmMaobHo20o
emany pociliCbKO-yKpaiHCbKko20 NPOMUCMOAHHA, HA36AEWU 1020 eK3uUCmeHyiliHoo eilinot. Ilpu
YbOMY, WO BAJICTUGO, ) NOTE IXHLO2O eKCNepMHO20 002060peHHA NOMPANUIU He MINbKU 20N0CHI
nooii 36poiinoco npomucmosanus. Llinicme anarimuunozo 06pasy 0ONOGHIIOMb YUCIEHHI MeKCmu
npo coyianbHo-eKoHoMIuny cumyayito 8 Yxpaini, nonimuxy Kpemis Ha oKynoganux 3emisx, ycniwini
HaMazanHs cmeopumu ma 30in6uumy aumunymincoKy Koaniyito i in. 3aeoaxu yvomy 3ayikasieHuil
0bcepeamop OmMpUMAas ModACIUGICMb CKAAcmU 008011 noeHe 1 30anancosane yaeieHus Npo 6Ci
KII0Y06i acnekmu ocmannbo20 poky eitinu. Ilonbcoki Koneeu 6azamo 8 oMy HAcaiOysanu pumopuxy
VKPAiHCObKUX MAC-Medid, po3cmasiaiony Yimki akyeHmu npu Onuci 2eHOYUOHUX NPAKMUK POCILICbKO20
pedcumy. Lle enaunyno na ghopmysanus il ympumantsa npuxuivbhoi 00 Ykpainu epomadcokoi OymKu He
minvku y Honvwi, ane il 6 inwux kpainax €8pocorosy, 0e noibcvbke CX0003HABCMBEO MIUUMbCS BUCOKUM
axkademiynum npecmudiceM. Y niocymky ye cnpuse neumpanizayii @ ingopmayitinomy noui oepacas
Hawux napmuepis 3ycib NYminCoKux nponazanoucmis. 3Haunolo mMipoio 3a80aKu YbOMy, Haula Kpaina
Haoani 36epieac HeoCnabHy NIOMPUMKY CONO3HUKIS, HE36ANCAIOUU HA 3MIHU NONIMUYHUX KAOIiHemie
y bacamvox kpainax koumurenmy. Lle € 6ajcnueor nepedymogor moeo, wjo YKpainyi He milbKu
8UCMOAMD, dJle Ul NePeMOdCYyNb Y C80ill HAl20NOBHIIL BILIHI.

Knrwouosi cnosa: exsucmenyitina sivina, L{enmp cxionux cmyoiu imeni Mapexa Kapna, “Komentarze
OSW”, ananimuuna peyenyis.

The Statement of the Problem. The year of the large-scale Russian-Ukrainian war
stimulated the publication of a considerable amount of literature of various genres, highlighting
numerous aspects of the most brutal aggression in the post-war history of Europe. The lion’s
share of it belongs to the Ukrainian intellectuals who are trying to understand the origins
and essence of the evil that crossed our border uninvited and are trying to predict at least
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the near future. However, since the military actions do not slow down, and the Putin regime
is constantly radicalizing the militant rhetoric, representatives of the Ukrainian academic
environment are forced to respond promptly to the events of the troubled present without
having the psycho-emotional distance necessary for deeper analysis. Therefore, we turn
to our Western colleagues in search of stereoscopic reflection, which is so important for
us. Our neighbours monitor closely the vicissitudes of the Russian aggression, and they
unanimously attest that the Ukrainian resistance is an existential war. To draw attention of
our colleagues to the little-known problem of the Polish academic reception of a full-scale
stage of the Ukrainian-Russian confrontation, we will try to reproduce the interpretation of
the researchers of the Marek Karp Centre for Eastern Studies in Warsaw (hereinafter — the
CES), which is one of the most authoritative European analytical institutions.

The Analysis of Previous Research. The issues of the Russian-Ukrainian war (2014 —
2023) in general and its full-scale stage, in particular have already been analyzed in scientific
and popular science studies. First of all, it is necessary to mention the research by O. Pokotylo,
O. Nashyvochnikov, in which there are elucidated the origins of the Russian-Ukrainian
conflict, in particular the Black Sea Fleet factor and purposeful anti-Ukrainian policy of
Moscow (Pokotylo & Nashyvochnikov, 2021). Militarization of an educational process
(an active propaganda of service in the armed forces of the Russian Federation, education
of potential bearers and defenders of the “Russian world”, the cult formation of war and
violence) on the territory of the occupied Crimean Peninsula in 2014 — 2019 are analyzed
by B. Demianenko, A. Demianenko (Demianenko & Demianenko, 2021). V. Ilnytskyi,
V. Starka, and M. Haliv did research on the use of the main propaganda measures carried out
by Russia in preparation for armed aggression against Ukraine (IInytskyi, Starka & Haliv,
2022). The information warfare issue as one of the aspects of hybrid warfare in Ukraine
was also covered (Chobit, Boichenko, 2022). Borys Drohomyretskyi (Drohomyretskyi,
2022) made an attempt to analyze historiographic research papers on the modern Russian-
Ukrainian war comprehensively. The issue of the Russian-Ukrainian war was widely covered
in the columns of the newspaper “The New York Times”, Yuriy Ofitsynskyy did research on
the Russian-Ukrainian war analysis (Ofitsynskyy, 2018). Actually, the opinions of scholars
and former politicians concerning the war in Donbas (February 12, 2015 — April 30, 2018)
are analyzed and elucidated in another article by the author (Ofitsynskyy, 2022).

The Western and Polish reception of the Russian-Ukrainian war remained in the focus
of Ukrainian observers during 2014 — 2021 (Masnenko, Telvak, Yanyshyn & Telvak, 2021;
Telvak & Werner, 2023). However, there have not been reflections on foreign academic
evaluations of the last year’s events so far. This determines the relevance of our research.

The Purpose of the Article. The purpose of the article is to clarify the peculiarities of
the interpretation of a full-scale stage of the Ukrainian-Russian war by the Centre for Eastern
Studies analysts.

The Results of the Research. We want to start with the overall history and peculiarities
of the activity of the CES itself. This institution was founded in 1990 as a budget institution
of state administration. The creation of the CES was a response to the needs of the state
apparatus of democratic Poland in monitoring and analysing the processes that took place
in the Soviet Union and, therefore, in the countries that emerged after the collapse of the
communist empire. At present, the sphere of interests of the CES covers Russia, Eastern
and Central Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, the Balkans, Germany, the Baltic and
Northern European countries, China, Turkey and Israel. Alongside this, CES staff research
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energy policy in the European Union, transport, trade and digital communications in Central
Europe, and European security issues. The main tasks of the CES are the preparation of
analyses, expert opinions and prognostic studies; the provision of Polish state authorities
with information about important political, social and economic events and processes in the
international environment; inspiring, organizing and conducting research in the countries
and regions covered by the attention of the CES; dissemination of knowledge about the state
and trends of changes in the political, socio-economic situation and about the development
of international relations in the spheres of the Centre’s interests; popularization of Polish
analytical thought abroad. The main activities of the CES are fully financed from state funds
by the annual decision of the Polish Sejm. More than 40 analysts who are independent in their
work are working full-time in the centre. The prime minister appoints its director from among
the candidates presented by the seven-member CES Council. The leading media platform of
the CES is the online edition “Komentarze OSW”.

From the very beginning of the establishment of the Centre for Eastern Studies, the formation
of an independent Ukrainian state increasingly interested its researchers. Over time, as relations
between Poland and Ukraine deepened and reached the level of strategic partnership, the level
of attention reached new heights. The aggression launched by Russia in 2014, especially its
current large-scale phase, turned the Ukrainian issue into one of the main thematic trends for the
Centre for Eastern Studies employees, who rightly qualified these events as the greatest threat
to European security in the post-war period. Evidence of such meticulous attention is the fact
that during the year of the full-scale war, more than 600 (!) diverse publications were devoted
to Ukraine — from chronic information summaries from the battlefield to meaningful analytical
studies on many aspects of the Ukrainian state functioning. Among the regular observers of
the Ukrainian affairs, we would like to mention Andrzej Wilko, Piotr Zhochowski, Slawomir
Matushak, Krzysztof Nechypor and Jadwiga Rogoza.

The majority of the mentioned publications are analytical summaries from the battlefield
that use the Ukrainian news agency reports as a source. In the first days of the full-scale
invasion, such reviews appeared even several times a day; later, they became daily, and after
the stabilization of the front, only significant events of the military confrontation were covered.
Instead, much more interesting for us are the attempts of our Polish colleagues to understand
the many vicissitudes of the functioning of the Ukrainian state and society in the first year of
the war. Such an interested and benevolent “view from the side” is extremely important both
for the Ukrainians themselves, who are too immersed in the tragedy of their everyday life and
do not have the opportunity to comprehend it properly, and for a better understanding of what
exactly interests and worries our historical neighbour and fortitudinous friend.

Centre for Eastern Studies analysts paid the most attention to the problem of the influence
of war events on the transformation of the Ukrainian society and all state structures. Using
numerous examples, they informed the Polish reader that despite the occupier’s expectations,
the Ukrainian society revealed miracles of self-mobilization, which overturned the Kremlin’s
plans for blitzkrieg and disorganization of our citizens (Rogoza, 2022a). Already in the
middle of March last year, while observing these processes, Ya. Rogoza rightly identified the
trend of public opinion, which only deepened during the following months (Rogoza, 2022b).
According to her, hostility towards Russia permeates Ukraine, uniting citizens of different
nationalities and regions. Over the past 30 years, it became the most potent catalyst for the
crystallization of the Ukrainian political nation, strengthening against Russian demands and
creating the myth of the new Ukraine as anti-Russia. From the first days of the attack on the
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country, President Zelenskyi began to call this national unity against the invader a “patriotic
war”, in which all Ukrainians are fighting in solidarity against the invaders, who have come
to be commonly called fascists. The researcher believes these processes to be irreversible and
confirms the final failure of the so-called “Russian world” project in Ukraine.

Similar observations were expressed and reiterated by other colleagues of the author.
In particular, P. Zochowski and S. Matuszak pointed to unprecedented growth in social
solidarity, which eventually united the east and west of our country by understanding
common existential challenges (Rogoza, Zochowski & Matuszak, 2022). Another noticeable
phenomenon was the total de-Russification of the public space, which CES analysts tend
to consider an organic continuation of the decommunization started under P. Poroshenko
(Rogoza, 2022c). Polish colleagues attach considerable importance to this process, pointing
to its long-term effects. According to their conviction, “In the coming years, Ukraine will
develop and combine these two trends — the desire to strengthen its own national identity
and expand ties with the West, an important element of which will be the deepening of
cooperation with Poland, which is perceived as a key and proven ally” (Rogoza, 2022c, p. 5).

If Polish analysts evaluated the dynamics of public processes in Ukraine ambivalently
(mass emigration / social solidarity), then the dangers of the economic plan were depicted
in exceptionally dark colours. After all, high-intensity military operations, constant missile
attacks on industrial and energy infrastructure, a significant outflow of human capital,
galloping inflation, blockade of ports and a general disruption of logistics connections
significantly undermined the Ukrainian economy, which has never been in good shape.
Therefore, during the year, the Ukrainian state mainly functioned at the expense of the joint
financial assistance of Western partners, which allowed it to stabilise the situation to a certain
extent (Wilk & Zochowski, 2022a). In view of this, V. Matuszak rationally characterizes the
economic condition of our country as a complex “struggle for survival” (Matuszak, 2023,
p- 1). However, even in this situation, the Polish analysts note certain positive developments.
Thus, depicting the financial losses of the Ukrainian state from blocking the Black Sea ports,
they note at the same time that the consequence of economic “de-Russianisation” was the
strengthening of the European Union as the leading trading partner of Kyiv in the sphere of
exports and imports, and Poland, for the first time in history, became a leader in trade with its
eastern neighbour (Matuszak, 2023, p. 1).

Another intensively discussed topic on the pages of “Komentarze OSW” was the
diplomatic front of the Russian-Ukrainian war. CES observers unanimously praised
the efforts of the Ukrainian diplomats to unite democratic countries around the idea of
opposing Putin’s revanchism. This successful work resulted in the creation of a coalition
of Western countries, which joined forces to arm the Ukrainian army within the framework
of the Rammstein consultative platform. The CES analysts rightly emphasise that military
assistance to Ukraine from the American ally has become especially important for Ukraine.
Analysing the deepening of the Ukrainian-American cooperation, K. Nieczypor and A. Wilk
metaphorically characterized it as a “brotherhood of arms and values” (Nieczypor & Wilk,
2022). A manifestation of these unique relations was the visit of the Ukrainian president
to Washington and, especially, Joe Biden’s visit to the Ukrainian capital, which is subject
to constant Russian missile attacks. At the same time, the CES employees note specific
problems in the international military support of Ukraine. Thus, in their posts, the authors
critically assess the German government’s wavering and inconsistency in arming the victim
of the Kremlin’s aggression (Wilk & Zochowski, 2022b).
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The additional notable aspect of the analysis devoted to Ukraine was the reaction of our
Polish colleagues to the humanitarian policy of the Putin regime in the occupied territories.
It should be noted that largely thanks to the information activity of the Polish intellectuals,
the Western world learned about the true face of the “Russian world”. The first series of
articles on this problem was titled “Terror, Pacification, Occupation” (Zochowski, 2022).
The article was published after the liberation of Kyiv region and the discovery of the facts
of the genocide committed by the Russians. Its author P. Zhokhovskyi was the first in the
Polish analytical community to draw attention to the fact that the aggression against Ukraine
put the problem of Russia’s management of the occupied territories on the agenda. Despite
the Kremlin’s hopes, the first stage of the ground operation did not lead to the capture of
significant territories, nor the disintegration of the enemy’s army or the flight of the authorities
from Kyiv and the suppression of public resistance, and therefore failed not only in the
military but also in a political way. Putin’s plans to force residents of the occupied territories
to support their actions and establish the so-called people’s republics for further division of
the Ukrainian state also suffered a fiasco. Acting according to the modus operandi of 2014,
the Kremlin failed to consider changes in the mood of Ukrainian society, which does not
see Russia as a civilizational alternative. This was evidenced by the mass protests against
the occupation, despite the associated security. Collaboration cases were sporadic, making
full and unhindered control over the conquered territory impossible. Therefore, realizing the
ineffectiveness of their actions, the invaders take revenge on the civilians — they use terror
and pacification, thereby committing war crimes and systematically bringing the occupied
settlements to a state of humanitarian disaster. The Polish analyst concludes that the current
consequences of the Russian occupation indicate that its goal in the north was the destruction
and mass deportation of the civilian population, and in the south — forceful coercion of the
Ukrainians to cooperate and change their identity.

P. Zhokhovskyi’s observations regarding the historical policy of the occupiers are also
interesting. Operating with a limited evidence base, he rightly outlined the general logic
according to which the occupiers, in cooperation with local collaborators, promote the
Russian politics of memory, initiating a campaign to glorify the merits of the Red Army and, if
possible, rebuild previously destroyed monuments in honour of the so-called “Great Patriotic
War” and its personalities. There is also a violent propaganda campaign to return to general
circulation the thesis that the events in Ukraine in 2014 were a “coup d’état” supported by the
West. These phenomena are accompanied by blocking access to the Ukrainian mass media
and mobile operators to plunge occupied Ukrainians into an information vacuum.

Despite the resistance of the majority of the Ukrainian population to the policies of the
occupiers, the Russian regime proceeded to annex the occupied territories, falsifying several
“expressions of people’s will”. Understanding these phenomena, the Centre for Eastern
Studies experts were united in their conviction that the annexation pseudo-referendums
were complete fiction and had the character of a political demonstration directed by the
Russian security forces. The voting process itself was organized in such a way as to ensure
predetermined “results” that have no relation to the reality and sentiments of the local
population terrorized by the occupier. Given this, Polish analysts called the “referendums”
a propaganda spectacle designed to convince Russian society that the residents of the
temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine “sincerely want to join Russia” and that the
“special military operation” was allegedly launched by Moscow for humanitarian reasons
and continues successfully (Zespot OSW, 2022).
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As CES analysts rightly predicted, the mentioned referendums turned out to be a banal
cover for plans to annex part of Ukrainian territories, precisely the Putin regime’s goal in
its undeclared war. Reconstructing the annexation logic of the Kremlin, M. Menkishak,
M. Domanska, and P. Zhokhovsky indicated that the short-term political goal of the
annexation is to convey the message to the domestic audience that the so-called “special
military operation” is successful and that Russia has not lost its ability to gain territory
which it considers its own. Polish colleagues also regard annexing territories as an attempt
to hide defeats at the front by political and propaganda means. After all, they stress, the
annexations signal to the enemy that the armed conflict will not be “frozen” if Kyiv rejects
Russia’s policy of fait accompli. According to the forecasts of Polish experts, realizing the
impossibility of changing President Zelenskyi’s attitude on this issue, the Kremlin will try to
use a nuclear scarecrow to reduce Western military support for Ukraine and limit the combat
activity of the Ukrainian army. However, as the mentioned authors reasonably predicted, this
game of Moscow will not bring the expected results, and Kyiv will not stop hostilities and
will not succumb to nuclear blackmail. However, Polish observers conclude that territorial
annexations, military mobilization in the Russian Federation and nuclear blackmail became
elements of a new stage of the Kremlin’s domestic policy (Menkiszak, Domanska &
Zochowski, 2022).

Despite considerable sincere sympathy for the struggle of the Ukrainians for their right to
independence and identity, the CES maintained the objectivity and detachment inherent in the
analytical environment. This was most clearly manifested in the fact that the CES experts did
not hide many unattractive moments of the life of the Ukrainian politicians during the year
of the large-scale war. They noted with regret the return of corruption schemes to the offices
of Kyiv officials, which contrasted with the self-devotion and sacrifice of the majority of the
Ukrainians. The focus of their attention, among other things, was the media-hyped scandal
with the purchase of food for the army at several times inflated prices and the subsequent
arrests of officials who hid considerable sums of undeclared cash. According to analysts, the
scandals in the highest echelons of power showed a return to the usual corrupt practices among
officials after almost a year-long war. Instead, Polish colleagues believe that it is appropriate
to regard the publicized resignation as an attempt by Zelensky to overcome the image crisis
associated with the disclosure of numerous facts of corruption, conflicts of interest and the
lifestyle of officials incompatible with the realities of war. These scandals compromised the
ruling camp in the eyes of society, the army, and foreign partners. Thus, Zelensky realized
that tolerating such behaviour, especially in his immediate environment, could lead to a
decrease in electoral support and the risk of limiting Western financial and military aid. Thus,
Y. Ber concludes that society’s condescension to the authorities’ actions, characteristic of the
initial stage of the war, has ended, and corruption scandals will be covered in the mass media
permanently (Ber, 2023). It should be noted that the public discussion of this problem in the
Ukrainian society and subsequent journalistic investigations fully confirmed the prediction
of the Polish analyst.

As expected, the employees of the CES responded with a meaningful analysis of
the anniversary of the Russian-Ukrainian war. Emphasizing primarily the changes in
consciousness in Ukrainian society, they optimistically stated that “on February 24, 2022,
the Russian world ended in Ukraine”. Ya. Rogozha, using many examples of sociological
studies, argued that the Russian invasion of Ukraine completes the process of identity
transformation and the formation of the Ukrainian political nation. The events of the war year,
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accompanied by the comprehensive de-Russification of public space, accelerated the return
of the Ukrainians to their native history, culture, language and symbols, inscribed in a broader
European context. Both trends have progressed significantly since gaining independence in
1991. They intensified after the annexation of the Crimea and the subsequent war in Donbas
in 2014 when the state clearly defined its memorial policy and initiated a comprehensive
Ukrainization of a public life. However, if identity changes covered only a part of society
back then, now they consolidate its vast majority, regardless of region, religious affiliation,
age and language of daily communication. According to the researcher, the Ukrainians are
going through an essential process of mental decolonization, losing faith in the supremacy of
Russia and the importance of cultural ties between the two nations, as well as demonstrating
civilizational superiority concerning the former hegemon, who turned out to be a brutal and
miserable barbarian. However, the Ukrainians are paying the highest price in recent European
history in the form of demographic catastrophe, economic ruin, general impoverishment and
war trauma among a significant percentage of citizens. At the same time, the heroic struggle
for sovereignty means that the citizens of Ukraine no longer perceive it as a second-class
country. Criticism and self-irony prevalent before the war were replaced by pride and faith in
the high development potential of one’s own country (Rogoza, 2023).

The employees of the Centre for Eastern Studies are appropriately restrained in
their predictions about the further course of events. Like other Western observers, they
unanimously understand that the Kremlin regime has failed in all expectations. In an editorial
addressed to readers on the anniversary of the full-scale invasion, the staff of Komentarze
OSW magazine emphasized that in starting the war, “Putin intended to play a short game of
poker, but it soon became the beginning of a long and destructive conflict”. According to
Polish analysts, the Russians made the classic mistake of underestimating the enemy. In the
planning and conduct of military operations, their traditional superiority and underestimation
of the Ukrainians were noticeable from the first hours. The Russian military machine faced
fierce resistance from the Ukrainian armed forces and society. The massive mobilization of
the Ukrainians in defence of independence, freedom and dignity, and at the same time, the
absence of significant manifestations of collaboration with the aggressor, only confirmed that
the Ukrainian statehood is a stable element on the political map of Europe and the Ukrainian
identity is stronger than ever in history. After a year of the Russian aggression, it has become
clear, as Polish colleagues claim, that the war will continue, although its intensity may
change. They believe that today the prospect of peace talks or any concessions from both
sides is unrealistic. The conflict surrounding the future of Ukraine and the new international
system remains unresolved. However, the positive is that, as the CES employees emphasize,
the dynamics of military activity over the last year prove that Putin has started a war that he
will never be able to win (Zespot OSW, 2023).

The Conclusion. As our research showed, the Centre for Eastern Studies researchers
closely observed events of the full-scale stage of the Ukrainian-Russian war. At the same time,
the field of their expert discussion was not limited only to notorious events of armed conflict,
as could be expected given the interest in the topic among the Polish audience. The integrity of
the analytical image is complemented by the above-mentioned texts about the socio-economic
situation in Ukraine, the Kremlin’s policy on the occupied lands, successful efforts to create and
increase the anti-Putin coalition, as well as numerous studies of the reaction of Russian society
to the actions of its leaders, Kyiv’s laborious attempts to obtain Western weapons, the attitude
to the events of the leadership and citizens of Belarus, etc. Owing to this, the interested observer
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got the opportunity to make a fairly complete and balanced picture of all the key aspects of
the existential war. Despite the objectivity of the Polish colleagues, they largely followed the
rhetoric of the Ukrainian mass media, placing clear accents when describing the genocidal
practices of the Russian regime. This influenced the formation and maintenance of a public
opinion favourable to Ukraine in Poland and other European Union countries, where Polish
Eastern studies have high academic prestige. As a result, this contributes to the neutralization of
Putin’s propaganda in the information space of our partners. Owing to these efforts, our country
maintains the unwavering support of its allies, despite changes in political cabinets in many
countries of the continent. This is an important prerequisite for the fact that the Ukrainians will
not only endure but also win in their most crucial war.
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