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ARTILLERY OFFICERS’ ROLE IN THE UKRAINIAN ARMIES FORMATION
AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE UKRAINIAN REVOLUTION OF 1917 - 1921

Abstract. The purpose of the research is to analyze the artillery officers’ role in the armies
artillery formation of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR) (since 1917) and the Western Ukrainian
People’s Republic (ZUNR) (since 1918), when the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 broke out.
The methodology of the research is based on the principles of objectivity, historicism, as well as
the use of methods of analysis, synthesis, generalization. The scientific novelty is that, in spite of the
presence of diverse studies on the officer corps in the historiography of the Ukrainian Revolution of
1917 — 1921, the artillery officers’ role in the formation of artillery of the UNR / ZUNR armies was
not clarified comprehensively. On the basis of official and unofficial documents, as well as memoirs of
military and political figures of the UNR / ZUNR era, the artillery officers’ efficacy and their impact on
the combat readiness of artillery units have been analyzed. The efficacy and impact are considered to
be one of the determining factors. The Conclusions. After the Russian and Austro-Hungarian Empires
collapse, the Ukrainian people had the opportunity to build an independent state, but it was impossible
to achieve this goal without the army ready for combat. The officers, who became the driving force of
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the Ukrainization process of corps, brigades and regiments of the former empires (in the summer and
autumn of 1917, the Ukrainianization of 17 light artillery brigades and 102 batteries of the Russian
army; in November of 1918, the Ukrainization of the 33rd Artillery Regiment of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire), played an important role in the formation of the first military units of the Ukrainian army.
The first Ukrainian artillery divisions and batteries began to be formed on the initiative of the artillery
officers (on January 1, 1918, on the initiative of O. Almazov, a cavalry and artillery division was
Sformed, in January of 1918, under the leadership of K. Smovskyi, a cannon battery of the Haydamatskyi
Kish of Slobidska Ukraine was formed, at the beginning of January of 1918 a separate cannon battery
was formed in R. Dashkevych's Galician-Bukovynian Kurin, during December of 1918, on the initiative
of S. Leshchi and other officers, cannon kish was formed in Kolomyia, Stanislaviv, Stryi, Sambir,
Chortkiv, Ternopil, and Zolochiv), as evidenced by the memoirs of the direct participants in the events.
The artillery officers were the most active among the large corps of officers of the Ukrainian army and
made plenty of efforts in order to form the artillery of the UNR (since 1917) and ZUNR (since 1918).
In spite of certain difficulties, which were caused by the external military threat and internal political
contradictions, the process of army formation took place and played an important role in the formation
of the Ukrainian statehood during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 — 1921.

Key words: artillery officers, the UNR army, Galician Army, Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921,
Ukraine, artillery.

POJIb CTAPHINH-APTUJIEPUCTIB Y ®OPMYBAHHI YKPAIHCbKHX APMII
HA TIOYATKY YKPATHCBKOI PEBOJIFOIIII 1917 — 1921 pp.

Anomauia. Mema 00¢cnidxceHHs: NPOAHANIZYEAMU POTb CIAPUIUH-APMUTEPUCTIE Y (hOpMYBaAHHI
apmunepii apmiu YHP (3 1917 p.) ma 3VHP (3 1918 p.) na nouamky Yxpaincokoi pegontoyii
1917 — 1921 pp. Memooonozia 00CHioyceHHsA TPYHMYEMbCA HA NPUHYUNGX 00 EKMUBHOCHI,
icmopusmy, a makodjic GUKOpUCMAHHI Memoodie ananisy, cunmesy, ysazaivuenns. Haykoea noseuzna
nousieac 'y moMmy, wjo, He38axcaiouu Ha Hasenicmv 6 icmopioepagii  Yrpainucvkoi  pesonioyii
1917 — 1921 pp. Husku 0ocaiodceHb oghiyepcokoeo KOpnycy, 00Ci He 6Y10 KOMNJIEKCHO 3 SICO8AHO
ponv cmapuwun-apmunepucmie y gopmyeanni apmunepii apmiii YHP/3YHP. Ha ocnosi oghiyitinux
ma HeoQhiyitiHux OOKYMEHmMi6, A MAaKoXHc Cno2aodie GiticCbKOSUX I 2POMAOCLKO-NONIMUYHUX OiAYie 000U
VHP/3VHP npoananizoeano egexmuenicms OiIbHOCME CIMAPWUH-AGPMUIEPUCMie ma ix eniue Ha
001108y 20MOGHICMb APMUNEPTICOKUX YACMUH, WO € OOHUM I3 BUSHAYATLHUX (hakmopie boe30amHocmi
30pounux cun 3azarom. Bucnoeku. Bracnioox pozeany Pociiicvkoi i Aecmpo-Yeopcokoi imnepii 6
VKPAIHCHbK020 HAPOOY 3 'SI8UNACL MONCIUBICMb 30Y0Y6AMU HE3ATEHCHY 0epAHcasy, 00HAK 00csemu yiel
Memu 6yn0 Hemodxcaugo Oe3 boezdamuoi apmii. Badcausy ponv y hopmyeanHi nepuiux 8iliCbKOBUX
Yacmun YKpaincokoeo silicbka sidicpanu ogiyepu, aKi cmanu 08U2yHOM npoyecy YKpainizayii kopnycis,
6puead i nonxie konuwnix imnepitl (yrimky-eocenu 1917 p. ykpainizayis 17 neekux eapmamuux opuead
ma 102-x 6bamapeti pociticokoi apmii, 3 nucmonaoa 1918 p. ykpainizayis 33-20 eapmamnozo noaxy
apmii Aécmpo-Yeopcokoi imnepii). 3 iHiyiamusu cmapuiuH-apmuiepucmis nouanu @Gopmysamucs
nepwi yKpaincoki eapmamui ougizionu ma oamapei (1 ciuns 1918 p. 3 iniyiamusu O. Anmaszosa
oyno copmosano kinno-eapmamuuil ousiziot, 6 ciuni 1918 p. nio xepisnuymeom K. Cmogcvroeo —
eapmamuy 6amapeio I aiioamayvkoeo kowa Cnobiocvkoi Yrpainu, na novamxy ciuua 1918 p. — okpemy
eapmamuy 6amapeio 6 I anuyvko-bykosuncoromy xkypeni P. Jlawkesuua, npomseom epyons 1918 p. 3
iniyiamusu C. Jlewis ma inwux cmapuiun ymeopero eapmamui koutie ¢ Konomui, Cmanucnogi, Cmpuio,
Cambopi, Yopmrosi, Teprononi i 3onouesi), npo wo ceiouamv cnoeadu Oe3nocepeonix YudcHUKi@
nooiti. Ceped uucieHno2o Kopnycy o@iyepié YKpaiHcbko2o GiliCbKa, CMAapuuHu-apmuiepucmu 6yuu
OOHUMU [3 HAUAKMUSHIWUX Ma OOK1an 6azamo 3ycunv oas gopmyseanus apmunepii apmii YHP
(3 1917 p.) ma 3VHP (3 1918 p.). llonpu nesni mpyonowi, 3ymo8ieni 306HilUHbOIO BillCbKOBOIO
3a2po3010 Ma 6HYMPIUHLONOTIMUYHUMY CYNEPEUHOCMAMU, NPoYyec POpMysanHs silicbka 6i00y6ca ma
6i0icpas 8adicausy poib y CMAaHoieHHi YKpaincovkoi oepacagnocmi @ nepiod Ypaincekoi pesontoyii
1917 —1921 pp.

Knrouosi cnosa: Cmapwunu-apmunepucmu, apmis YHP, anuyvra Apmis, Ykpaincoka pegonioyis
1917 — 1921 pp., Ykpaina, apmunepis.
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The Problem Statement. The Ukrainian armies’ artillery of the Ukrainian Revolution of
1917 — 1921 at the initial stage of its formation inherited the organization, tactics of hostilities,
armaments and large corps of officers, primarily from the imperial armies, in which numerous
Ukrainians were enrolled. It was the officers of the artillery brigades, regiments and divisions
of the armies of the Russian and Austro-Hungarian Empires that became one of the main
achievements of the Ukrainian armies at the stage of their formation. Equitably, there was
an urgent need to build own Ukrainian army, and it was impossible to implement the task
without the involvement of trained officers. The combat experience of artillery officers was
particularly valuable as it was gained during World War I as well as the organizational skills
acquired during military service.

There were a number of reasons (wounds, fatigue from World War I and the fervent desire to
get back to the family as soon as possible) that complicated the process of involving significant
Ukrainian officers in the Ukrainian armies artillery formation. Furthermore, numerous officers
came under certain ideological anti-Ukrainian influences, which were cultivated by members
of the Bolshevik and White movements in the military environment actively. Hence, their
reliability and the feasibility of using their formation potential were brought into question.
However, numerous artillery officers showed a sincere desire to serve in the Ukrainian army.

The combination of the above-mentioned reasons, mixed with the dynamic change in
geopolitical conditions, required Ukrainian political leaders to take swift, decisive action in
order to create a combative armed force that will be able to withstand growing threats from
the Ukrainian statehood opponents. In spite of the somewhat slower pace than other branches
of the military, the Ukrainization process of the artillery units and the formation of governing
bodies took place, and the Ukrainian artillerymen were responsible for that.

The memoirs of military and political figures of that time contain diverse references to
the artillery officers’ activities. By large the effectiveness of their activities was determined
not only by the combat readiness of artillery units but also by the combat effectiveness of the
armed forces as a whole.

The Analysis of Recent Researches and Publications. The issue concerning the artillery
officers’role in the Ukrainian artillery formation with the outbreak of the Ukrainian revolution
of 1917 — 1921 has not been comprehensively covered by researchers yet. But some elements
of the above-mentioned topic were considered in the works written by the Ukrainian and
foreign historians and scholars. The publications of P. Tkachuk and L. Kryvyziuk (Tkachuk,
2007; Tkachuk & Kryvyziuk, 2012; Tkachuk & Kryvyziuk, 2017) should be noted for the
completeness of the covered material. Their works covered in detail the stages of the artillery
units’ formation and describe the key battles with the participation of the Galician Army
artillery. In addition, the issues of training officers, mainly artillery officers, were also reflected
in the works partially. In general, V. Zadunaisky’s research concentrated on the military
organization peculiarities of the Ukrainian formations during the Ukrainian Revolution of
1917 — 1921, but the role of the officers, in particular, the artillerymen, in their formation was
hardly covered (Zadunaiskyi, 2008). The works, written by M. Lytvyn (Lytvyn, 1998), Ya.
Tynchenko (Tynchenko, 2011) and R. Tiutenko (Tiutenko, 2018) were more balanced in this
respect. The generalized work of the Polish researcher G. Skrukwa, devoted to the structure
of the Ukrainian People’s Republic army in the crisis and the formation of the Ukrainian
corps of officers in revolutionary conditions should also be mentioned (Skrukwa, 2008).

In order to analyze the role of key figures (the artillery officers), the authors considered
memoirs and biographical studies of military and political figures of the UNR / ZUNR,
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including M. Hrushevsky, P. Skoropadsky, P. Yeroshevych, M. Omelianovych-Pavlenko,
K. Smovsky, R. Dashkevych, S. Matskevych and the others.

The Purpose of the Research. In our research, we aim at analyzing the artillery officers’
role in the artillery formation of the armies of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR) (since
1917) and the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR) (since 1918), when the Ukrainian
revolution of 1917 — 1921 broke out, based on the memoirs of officers and archival materials.

The Results of the Research. The February Revolution of 1917 in Russia and the
revolutionary processes in the Habsburg Empire in the autumn of 1918 caused the collapse
of the Russian and Austro-Hungarian monarchies. As a result of the above-mentioned
changes, socio-political life in the Ukrainian lands became more active and transformed into
the National Liberation Movement, from which the state-building processes began. With
the establishment of the Tsentralna Rada (Central Council of Ukraine) (March of 1917)
(hereinafter CCU) and the State Secretariat (on November 9, 1918), the Ukrainian political
leaders faced a serious military threat from outside immediately: from the Bolshevik and
White Movements, which, as a result of the monarchical system collapse, spread rapidly
across the territory of the former Russian Empire, and from Poland (restored in November of
1918) (Mahochiy, 2007, pp. 441-442). Among the internal problems there were discrepancies
among the political leadership regarding the views on the future of Ukrainian states. Despite
the difficult conditions that prevailed after World War I and the urgent need to protect the
Ukrainian lands, there was no united position of solidarity on the creation of its own army,
among the Ukrainian states leaders (Demianiuk, 2017, p. 165).

Hence, the state-building processes, in particular the formation and development of the
Ukrainian armed forces with the outbreak of the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921, took
place under the influence of internal political uncertainty and intense struggle on several
fronts with external enemies (Verstiuk, 2003, p. 73).

It should be mentioned that in the context of building state institutions, the peculiarity of
the Ukrainian armies’ formation was that the above-mentioned process unfolded and gained
strength from the bottom, and its large scale came as a complete surprise to the political
elite (Horielov, 2007, pp. 298-310). The first Ukrainian military communities were created
already in February—March of 1917 in the Russian army, and later on — the Ukrainian Corps
Councils and Army Committees were formed (Yevtymovych, 1937).

Unfortunately, the National Liberation Movement leaders did not have a clear vision of
the directions for the formation of their own armed forces (Lebedieva & Komova, 2021,
p- 127). M. Hrushevsky, depicting the situation at the time, made the following conclusion:
“There was nothing unexpected in the fact that the Ukrainian organizational wave was the
strongest in military circles — the army, in general, gathered the very blossom, the very
strength of citizens, and during the Russian revolution in general, the army proved to be the
most active. It was more unexpected that this movement turned out to be a demand to form
new Ukrainian military units... The reason for this was the formation of the Polish legions”
(Hrushevskyi, 1992, p. 16).

In contrast to Naddnipryanshchyna (the Dnieper region), where the process of
Ukrainization of the army happened relatively gradually, the Galician Army (hereinafter
GA) from the first days of its existence was formed during the war with Poland, which was
supported by the Triple Entente actively (Yakymovych, 2019, p. 183). The State Secretariat
of the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (hereinafter ZUNR) was in a predicament
as it did not have significant mobilization resources, as about 100 000 Ukrainians were
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enrolled during the war by the Austrian government and sent to distant Balkan fronts
mostly (according to L. Shankovsky — more than 30 infantry, cannon, cavalry regiments)
(Shankovskyi, 1999, p. 43). Therefore, the calls of the government of the Western Ukrainian
People’s Republic to the Galicians to protect their homeland were initially in vain. However,
as in Nadnipryanshchyna (the Dnieper region), the process of formation and creation of the
first military units of the GA (combat groups “Sokal”, “Uhniv”, “Yavoriv”, “Stare Selo”,
“Navariya”, etc.) was mainly characterized by spontaneity and mostly on the initiative of
energetic Ukrainian officers (Mykytiuk, 1958, p. 77).

A common aspect for the Ukrainian armies at the initial stage of its formation was that,
despite the imperfections of the building strategies of the political elite, the military played
a leading role in the formation of the armed forces, among which the officer corps played a
decisive role.

The organizational structure of the Ukrainian armed forces when the liberation struggles
of 1917 — 1921 outburst, basically corresponded to the structure of the armies of the leading
countries participating in World War I, in which the Ukrainians were the most numerous. The
military formations of Nadnipryanshchyna (the Dnieper region) borrowed the experience of the
Russian army mostly, and the Galician Army favoured the Austro-Hungarian army experience.
In different respects, both Ukrainian armies had their own characteristics, but the general
structure of the ground forces was similar, consisting mainly of infantry, cavalry, engineering
and armored units, as well as one of the most capable weapons at that time — artillery.

The process of forming artillery in the military formations of Nadnipryanshchyna (the
Dnieper region) actually set about with the Congress of Ukrainian artillerymen of the Reserve
Army in Kazan, which took place on May 11, 1917. During the Congress, the delegates
formed the Ukrainian Military Committee, which was headed by Colonel Savchenko and
passed a resolution on the formation of the Ukrainian artillery batteries, divisions and
brigades, sending a military delegation to Kyiv (CSASUGU, f. 1115, d. 1, c. 32, pp. 1-2;
Verstiuk, 2012, pp. 10—11). As a result, 17 light artillery brigades and 102 batteries with
612 guns were Ukrainianized as part of infantry divisions in the summer and autumn
of 1917 (Kliuchenko, 1931, pp. 5-9).

In fact, the artillery formation in the Galician Army (GA) began with the Ukrainization
of the 33rd Austrian Artillery Regiment in Ternopil (from November of 1918), on the basis
of which the first Ukrainian artillery battery was formed, led by chetar (junior officer) Yu.
Poliansky (Kuzma, 1931, pp. 189-190). The orders of the State Secretariat for Military
Affairs, issued on November 13, 1918, were vital for the formation of the GA artillery,
which actually stimulated the process of mobilization (there were some difficulties with the
mobilization when the war broke out) and the formation of twenty military districts: Lviv,
Stanislaviv, Przemysl, Stryi, Ternopil, Chernivtsi, Sambir, Zolochiv, Kolomyia, Chortkiv and
the others. 12 district and 60 county military teams were formed, which played an important
role in the formation of the GA artillery, as they were later entrusted with mobilization tasks,
recruits training and officers training, in particular for the artillery (Kvasniuk, 2019, p. 115;
Vistnyk Derzhavnoho Sekretariiatu Viiskovykh Sprav, 1918).

In general, at the initial stage of its formation the artillery of the Ukrainian armies
inherited, in addition to the organizational structure, tactics of hostilities, armaments, a large
officer corps of the Ukrainians, many of whom served in the former imperial armies.

Taking into consideration the fact that there was a drastic need to defend their own lands,
the Ukrainian government concerning the matters of building its own Ukrainian army relied
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on the officers, who became the “personnel foundation” of the armed forces without any
exaggeration. It should be mentioned that at the stage the Ukrainian army formation, the
artillery officers, artillery brigades, regiments and divisions of the armies of the Russian and
Austro-Hungarian Empires became one of the main achievements. The combat experience of
the artillery officers gained during their participation in World War I, and managerial skills
acquired during military service were particularly valuable. The motivation and system of
values, built upon the vivid examples of outstanding Ukrainian military victories of the past,
provided the officers with the best understanding of the uniqueness of the chance given to the
Ukrainian people to gain independence.

Oleksandr Ackermann, Artillery General, Chief of the Corps Artillery since the 27" of
April, 1917, made a significant contribution to the Ukrainianization of the first artillery units
of Nadnipryanshchyna (the Dnieper region), which were stationed in Bila Tserkva, Berdychiv
and Vinnytsia and became the part of the 1st Ukrainian Corps (former the 34th Corps of the
Russian Army). O. Ackermann, as part of the corps, was involved in the disarmament of the
Bolshevik 2nd Guards Corps of Ye. Bosch in the autumn of 1917, who aimed at overthrowing
the Central Council of Ukraine in Kyiv (Hai-Nyzhnyk, 2011, pp. 78—-79). Pavlo Skoropadsky,
who commanded the 1st Ukrainian Corps, recalling, made the following conclusion:
“A remarkable person, my artillery inspector General Ackermann, put a lot of work into its
development” (Skoropadskyi, 1995, p. 23). The artillery units of the corps were one of the
most organized and combat-ready, although they were formed in the rear, and it contributed
to the result of Ukrainization (Tkachuk, 2009, p. 134).

Among the front artillery, which later became part of the 2nd Zaporizhzhia Corps of the
Central Council (Tsentralna Rada), it should be emphasized that Vasyl Kyrei, General, had
a high level of motivation and fervent desire to serve the Ukrainian people, who carried
out the Ukrainianization of artillery units and recruited more than 80% of the Ukrainians
(Kolianchuk & Lytvyn, 1995, p. 163). The artillery of the corps, headed by V. Kyrei from
April to autumn of 1917, numbered 27 gun batteries (108 guns). Later on he was replaced
in this position by another artillery officer — Colonel V. Afanasiyev in the autumn of 1917
(Tkachuk, 2009, p. 135).

It should be mentioned that the Ukrainianization of the artillery brigades of the 11th Corps
under the command of General P. Yeroshevych was quite organized: he paid much attention
to the formation of the artillery of the 12th Division, which consisted of the Ukrainians
and occupied an important place in the combat readiness of the Central Council troops.
P. Yeroshevych recalled that after the collapse of the Russian army in November of 1917
he managed to withdraw from the front at the disposal of the Ukrainian General Military
Committee six batteries (36 guns) in the 12th Division (Yeroshevych, 1939, p. 9).

Odesa Serhiivska Artillery School, which was Ukrainianized in the autumn of 1917 under
the leadership of General Andriy Nilus, played an important role in the formation of the
Ukrainian artillery and training of officers for the military formations of Nadnipryanshchyna
(the Dnieper region). Mykhailo Omelianovych-Pavlenko, who commanded the infantry
school at that time, recollected about A. Nilus: “He was an educated and highly authoritative
person among the school staff. In this terrible time he was able to defend the position of
the school, which allowed the normal continuation of training of future artillery officers”
(Omelianovych-Pavlenko, 2002, p. 52).

In addition to the Ukrainianization of the former artillery units of the Russian Empire,
on the initiative of the officers, volunteer artillery units (separate artillery batteries and
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divisions) were actively formed, which strengthened the artillery of the Centrel Council troops
significantly. Among the first officers to lead this process were: O. Almazov (on January 1, 1918
he headed the cavalry and artillery division), K. Smovsky (in January of 1918 he created and
headed the artillery battery of the Haydamatsky Kish of Slobidska Ukraine), R. Dashkevych (at
the beginning of January of 1918 he created and headed a separate artillery battery in Galicia-
Bukovyna kyren’) and the others (Lytvyn & Naumenko, 2004, pp. 94-95).

There were often cases when the decisive actions taken by the officers allowed to attract
a significant amount of weapons for the Ukrainian artillery, as K. Smovsky described
it in detail in his memoirs: Colonel V. Afanasiyev ordered to organize one battery with
horsepower. “The Kish headquarters has information that many echelons of cannon units
from different fronts are gathering at Darnytsia station, including the Ukrainianized ones...”.
Having arrived at the railway station, K. Smovsky, along with a team of young cadets, began
negotiations with the command of the division. As the officers did not support the request of
the Kish headquarters (to gather instentanously and go to the Ukrainian front in full force),
and the soldiers began to plunder military property, K. Smovsky ordered the fire brigade to
retreat 150 steps and take up firing positions. “You must follow my orders exactly, because
otherwise the mob can crush us”. K. Smovsky turned to his subordinates. Then he shouted:
“Go away immediately, because we will shoot!” However, only after the fire was opened
over their heads, the “soldier” ran in different directions, and K. Smovsky gave order to his
driver to hook up with the echelons of the division, three more cars with heavy guns, which
were on the next platform and go to the Haydamatsky Kish (Smovskyy, 1935, pp. 141-144).

In some places, the property needed for artillery batteries could be obtained only due
to the personal qualities of the artillery officers. According to R. Dashkevych’s memoirs:
“The locomotive arrived at Korosten station late in the evening. Chaos reigned at the station.
Hundreds of soldiers, who left their military units were waiting for trains to take them
home... The Bolshevik agitators were campaigning among the soldiers, agitating against
the Ukrainian government... Some batteries were being transferred to demobilization at the
station...”. Aa soon as R. Dashkevych arrived at the station, he went to the echelons to check
the artillery property that was there.

When R. Dashkevych assured that it was impossible to take out guns and horses under
those conditions, he decided to steal at least the cannon locks, sighting panoramas and
telephones (there was the lack of them in the Kish), at night when everyone fell asleep, with
the help of the station commandant, and to send everything to Zhytomyr, where the battery
of the Galician-Bukovynian kyren’ was (Dashkevych, 1965, pp. 13—15).

However, the anti-Ukrainian propaganda prevented more active involvement of officers
in the service of the Ukrainian artillery. Later on, some units under the leadership of the
Ukrainian artillery officers took part in the October Revolution in Petrograd and Moscow on
the side of the Bolsheviks (the Ukrainian heavy battery on the Moscow garrison “established”
the Soviet power in Tula). In some places, the political populism of government officials
prevented the involvement of artillery officers in the artillery military formations of the
UNR army. According to further development of events, one of the most destructive was the
decision of the Central Council on the mandatory affiliation of officers, who served in the
Ukrainian military units as of 1917, to any socialist party (Tynchenko, 2011, p. 89).

The above-mentioned facts mostly affected the mood of the officers corps negatively and
prevented the Ukrainian General Military Committee from pursuing personnel policy more
effeciently at the initial stage of the Ukrainian armies formation, in particular in the artillery.
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Under the influence of the invasive actions of the Second Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
(restored in November of 1918), the first artillery units of the Galician Army (GA), as in
Nadnipryanshchyna (the Dnieper region), were formed on the initiative of officers mainly.
Further reorganization measures, which were taken after the November uprising in the army of
the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR) in January of 1919 under the leadership of
Chief of Staff Ye. Mishkovsky, led to the formation of three corps of four brigades in each and
one artillery regiment in each (Panas, 2015, p. 78). It should be mentioned that a great amount
of attention was paid to the development of artillery; the command relied on experienced
Ukrainian artillery officers, who were recruited from the army of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
mainly. S. Matskevych, Commander of one of the cannon regiments, made the following
remark: “Its very good organization, this one of the most important flags of the GA, owed not
only to well-trained gunsmiths, but also to prominent artillery officers, commanders of batteries
and regiments with their extensive combat experience and organizational skills. From the
modest remnants of the Austrian army, soon these commanders formed batteries and cannon
regiments so well that the artillery of the GA surpassed the Polish artillery and the artillery of
Nadnipryanshchyna” (Mykytiuk, 1958, p. 177).

The artillery kishs, played an important role in the combat readiness of the Galician
army, which were founded in December of 1918 under the leadership of artillery officers (in
Kolomyia, Stanislaviv, Stryi, Sambir, Chortkiv, Ternopil, and Zolochiv) under the District
Military Commands (hereinafter DMC). They organized cannon batteries and sent them to
the front. One of the most organized was the cannon kish in Zolochiv, commanded by Captain
S. Leshchiy. The perseverance and energy of S. Leshchiy were described the best way by the
Commander of the artillery regiment Stepan Matskevych: As soon as a new transport of
abandoned guns, or brought from Zbruch, appeared at the station, they were immediately
transported to the cannon kish, where they were disassembled, cleaned, lubricated and
adjusted so that they were ready for combat. Then the assigned service staff was trained, took
care of the horses, harness and the whole outfit, and in a few weeks a new battery grew, which
was ready for combat” (Mykytiuk, 1958, pp. 179-180).

According to a historian L. Shankovsky, in general, DMC prepared and sent to the
front: Zolochiv — 20 gun batteries (battery commanders S. Leshchi, V. Halan, A. Kozak,
O. Tsarevych, 1. Baleshta, A. Buchak, O. Melnykovych, O. Vynnychuk and the others);
Stryi — 8 (T. Matskiv, I. Mykhailiv, R. Oleksiy, S. Kohut, H. Pushkar, etc.); Kolomyia — 8
(V. Totoyeskul, Ya. Kurylyuk, T. Polikha, V. Stafinyak, etc.); Stanislaviv — 7 (I. Baltro,
V. Zubrytskyi, 1. Medvid, A. Vaidakevych, etc.). Kishs in Ternopil, Chortkiv, Sambir
organized five batteries (Shankovskyi, 1999, pp. 285-286).

Despite the dynamic process of transfer of the Ukrainian artillery officers to the artillery
units of the GA, the military command of the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR)
faced problems and challenges that complicated the process of attracting a significant number
of officers to the service. It was primarily due to the lack of time caused by the Polish offensive.
Numerous Ukrainian officers, who could potentially join the ranks of the artillery units did not
return from the Italian front yet (many Ukrainians served in the Austro-Hungarian army) or
were captured by the enemy (Shankovskyi, 1999, p. 43). Compared to Nadnipryanshchyna,
which was the part of the Russian Empire, where military service launched career prospects
for the Ukrainians, in Galicia (Halychyna), which was the part of Austria-Hungary, military
service was not popular among the population. Andriy Tchaikovsky, who held the position
of Sambir Povit Commissioner during the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR),
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aptly described the Galicians’ attitude to the service: “The majority of us hated the military
uniform, like a prisoner’s clothes... Antimilitarism among the Ukrainian citizens. It was
promoted by the Ukrainian intelligentsia... And our youth liked this propaganda so much that
they even tried to walk in that manner so that it would not resemble a direct military march”
(Holubko, 2006, p. 182).

Hence, the political leaders of both the Central Council and the Western Ukrainian People’s
Republic made important decisions about building an army in the face of serious challenges
related to the consequences of World War 1. The officers, including a large number of artillery
officers, became a reliable support for the Ukrainian authorities in Nadnipryanshchyna, as well as
in the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic. They were at the forefront of forming the combat-
ready army. The effectiveness of their activities was largely determined not only by the combat
readiness of artillery units but also by the combat capability of the armed forces in general.

The Conclusions. The desire of the Ukrainian people to gain statechood was directly
related to the ability of the political leaders of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR) and
the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR) to build armed forces ready to combat.
At that time artillery was one of the most capable weapons. Officers were the basis of the
Ukrainian artillery, who played a key role in the formation of the Ukrainian armies when the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 broke out. However, there were a number of reasons,
that occurred due to the consequences of First World War I, which made it difficult to recruit
significant artillery potential into the Ukrainian artillery. Among them the following reasons
should be singled out:

— the external military threat from Russia (both the Bolshevik and anti-Bolshevik) and Poland;

— the lack of managerial experience of the Ukrainian government and political differences
over the future of the state (including different views on the structure and size of the armed forces);

— the rapid spread of the ideological Bolshevik and White ideas in the Ukrainian military
environment (career growth, populist land promises, abolition of subordination in the army,
the idea of indivisible Great Russia, etc.);

— general depletion of resources after World War I (destroyed infrastructure, dead,
wounded, war-weary officers, the desire to return home as soon as possible);

— distrust of the political leadership to the artillery officers, who served in the Russian army;

— the presence of a significant number of officers on the distant fronts of World War I and
in captivity.

The combination of the above-mentioned reasons, mixed with the dynamic change in
geopolitical conditions, required the Ukrainian political leaders to take swift, decisive action
to create a capable armed force that could withstand growing threats from opponents of
the Ukrainian statehood. However, despite being somewhat slower than other weapons, the
process of Ukrainization and the formation of the Ukrainian artillery took place primarily due
to artillery officers, many of whom showed a sincere desire to serve the Ukrainian people.
This desire was, first of all, due to the following:

— the presence of a significant number of initiative and highly motivated artillery officers;

— combat and management experience of artillery officers gained during World War I and
military service;
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