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MILITARIZATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS
IN OCCUPIED CRIMEA (2014 - 2019)

Abstract. The purpose of the study is to try to determine the nature and specifics, forms and subjects
of the educational process militarization in annexed peninsula attracting materials from open sources
(information resources of the Russian Federation authorities, occupation authorities of the Crimea,
materials of the Regional Human Rights Center, the Crimean Human Rights Group, Helsinki Human
Rights Union, ZMINA Human Rights Center, NGO Almenda Civic Education Center, online publications,
etc.). Research methodology is based on the principles of historicism, systematic, scientific, authorial
objectivity, the use of general scientific (dialectical, method of analogies, analysis and synthesis,
induction and deduction, comparative), interdisciplinary (methods of philosophy, political science,
social psychology, synergetic, statistical analysis, contextual analysis), historical (retrospective,
problem-chronological, discourse analysis, methods of “detection”’) methods of research. The scientific
novelty is that the essence, peculiarities, forms and subjects of the educational process militarization in
the annexed Crimea by the Russian Federation during 2014 — 2019 have been found out on the basis of
attracting open source materials. The Conclusions. It is noted that the transformation of the Crimeans
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social life over the last five years is primarily related to the militarization of the educational process,
sports and culture. The occupying power organizes various activities among children and young
people for this purpose: games, competitions, excursions, competitions on military subjects, organizes
paramilitary children’s camps, cultural mass events, lectures, conferences, theatrical performances,
creates special militarized educational classes, lessons and meetings of military and patriotic, spiritual
and patriotic education, etc. The most ambitious of such militant activities are the various military
sports and military patriotic games. It is stated that the substantive policy of the educational process
militarization in the annexed Crimea is aimed at: first, the active propaganda of the service in the
Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, including the contract, secondly, to educate a large army of
potential carriers and defenders of the “Russian world”; third, to cultivate violence and war.

Key words: militarization of the educational process, occupied Crimea, paramilitary units, military
and patriotic education, military training, military propaganda.

MIJIITAPU3ALIA OCBITHBO-BUXOBHOTI'O ITPOLECY
HA TEPUTOPII OKYIIOBAHOI'O KPUMY (2014 —2019)

Anomayin. Memotro cmammi e cnpoba, 3anyuuguiu mamepianu 3 BIOKpumux odicepen (inghopmayiiHux
pecypcie opeanie enaou Pociticokoi @edepayii, oxynayiinoi énaou Kpumy, mamepianie Kpumcovroi
NPaso3axucHoi 2pynu, inmepHem-guoaHb Mowjo), GUSHAUUMU CYMHICIb MA 0COONUBOCI, (popMuicyd 'ekmu
minimapuzayii 0C8IMHbO-8UXOBHO20 NPOYECY AHEKCOBAH020 Nigocmposa. Memoodonozia 0ocnioriceHHs
CRUpAEMbCs Ha NPUHYURYU ICIOPUBMY, CUCIEMHOCI, HAYKOBOCMI, a6MOpCbKoi 00 ckmusHocmi, Ha
BUKOPUCTNAHHS 3020NbHOHAYKOBUX (0ianeKmuyHo2o, Memoody amanoeii, memooy auanisy i cummesy,
IHOVKYIT ma 0edyKyii, KOMRapamueHo2o (NOPIGHAIbHOZ0)), MINCOUCYUNTTHAPHUX (Memodie ginocogii,
nonimono2ii, coyianbHoi NCUxonoaii, CuHepeemudHo20, CIMAmUCMUYHO20 AHali3y, KOHMEKCMyalbHo20
ananizy), icmopuunux (pempocnekmusno2o  (icmopuKko-eeHemuiHo20), npobIeMHO-XPOHONOLIUHORO,
ouckypc-ananisy, memoody “gusenenns” (detection)) memoois. Haykosa Hosu3na nonseae y momy, wo Ha
OCHOGI 3aNyYenHs Mamepianie GIOKpUMuX oxcepei 3 aco08aHo CymHicmy, ocoonueocmi, hopmu i cyo ‘ekmu
Minimapuzayii 0ceimmbo-6UX06HO20 npoyecy anekcosanozo Pociticorkoio edepayiero Kpumy enpodosoic
2014 - 2019 pp. Bucnosku. 3aznauero, ujo mpancghopmayis 2pomaodcoKoe0 Hcumms KpUmMian ynpoooeic
OCMAHHIX N MU POKI6 108 A3aHA Neped0sCim 3 MITIMapu3ayicio 0C8IMHbLO-8UXO8HO20 NPOYeCy, CNOPMY
u kynemypu. 3 yicio memoio cepeod oimetl i MON0Oi OKYRAyitina 81a0a npoeoouns PisHOMAHIMHI 3aX00U.
iepu, KOHKYpCU, eKCKYPCIi, 3MA2aHHs HA BIIICbKOBY MeMAMUKY, OP2AHI308VE€ 60EHI308AHI OUumsui mabopu,
KVIbIMYPHO-MACO8]  3aX00u, J1eKyii, KoHghepenyii, meampanizoéani 6ucmasu, CmMeoploe cneyianvHi
BOEHI308aHI 3aKIAOU OCEIMU | KIACU, NPOBOOUMb YPOKU [ 3yCMPIUL GIlICbKOBO-NAMPIOMUUHO20, 0YXOGHO-
nampiomuyHo20 il nAmpiomuyHo20 8UX08anHs mowo. Hatmacwmabriwumu ceped maxux mMinimapHux
3ax00i8 € pI3HOMAHIMHI GillCbKOBO-CNOpMUGHI Ui 8ilicbkoso-nampiomuuni icpu. Koncmamosano, wo
3MICMOBHO NONIMUKA MITimapu3ayii 0c8imHbO-6UX08HO20 npoyecy anekcosanoco Kpumy cnpsmosana,
no-nepuie, Ha AKMUGHY NPONA2anoy ciyxcou 6 30potiHux cunax Pociticvroi Dedepayii, y momy uucui i
KOHMPAKMHOI; no-opyee, Ha 8UXO8AHHSA YUCTEHHOI apMii NOMeHyiuHuxX HOCiig 1 3axucHuxie “Pycckoco
Mipa’; no-mpeme, Ha KYTbMu8y8anHs HACUTbCMEA T GILUHU.

Knruosi cnosa: minimapusayiss 0cimubo-6uxoeHo2o npoyecy, okynoganuti Kpum, napamirimapui
Gopmyeanns, 6iticbkoso-nampiomuyHe UX08AHHS, BilICbKOBA NIO20MOBKA, BIICHKO8A NPONALAHOA.

The Problem Statement. Russian statehood in all its forms (the Moscow kingdom,
the Russian Empire, the USSR, the present-day Russian Federation) was and still remains
imperial in its internal essence and external manifestations throughout its existence. One
of the basic characteristics of imperial Russian statehood is that for the empire, unlike the
traditional nation state, there are no clear state borders, the imperial space is permanently
extended to where there are carriers of the imperial idea. Therefore, the idea of armed defense
of the rights of compatriots in other countries seems natural in terms of its imperial essence.

The consequence of the expansionist policy and the achievement of the corresponding
victories is not only the inclusion in the common space and turnover of material and human
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resources in the empire, but first of all the formation of relevant human material, a large army
of defenders of the empire and “Russian world” — an authoritarian regime and universal
Orthodoxal space built by the Kremlin’s bureaucracy.

The Analysis of Sources and Recent Researches. There is a significant shortage of
publications in national science and journalism devoted to clarifying the nature, defining
features, forms and subjects of the educational process militarization in the occupied Crimea
by the Russian Federation (2014 —2019). Some aspects of the announced problem have been
touched upon in numerous publications by Russian author O. Stepanov (Stapanov, 2010),
Ukrainian researchers and human rights activists H. Koinash, O. Okhredko, O. Skrypnyk,
I. Sedova (Koynash, 2019; Okhredko, 2018; Skrypnyk, Siedova, (Eds.), 2017). An urgent
problem announced in our study is increasingly being echoed in the countries of the world, as
evidenced by the resolution on “The Problem of Militarization of the Autonomous Republic
of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol (Ukraine), as well as parts of the Black and Azov Seas”
adopted in December 2019 by 63 countries at the UN General Assembly (Militarizatsiya
Kryma, 2019). The draft resolution was prepared by 39 countries, the most active of them are
the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, the Baltic countries,
Hungary, Bulgaria and the others.

The Purpose of the Publication. The purpose of the study is to try to determine the
nature and specifics, forms and subjects of the educational process militarization in annexed
peninsula attracting materials from open sources (information resources of the Russian
Federation authorities, occupation authorities of Crimea, materials of the Regional Human
Rights Center, the Crimean Human Rights Group, Helsinki Human Rights Union, ZMINA
Human Rights Center, NGO Almenda Civic Education Center, online publications, etc.).

The Main Material Statement. Since the main tasks of the present Russian Federation is
to strengthen statehood and its own geopolitical position in today’s rapidly changing globalized
world, and to recognize the right of the Russian Federation to participate in the process of
making key decisions for Eurasia at least, it is now in dire need of the human material, with
appropriate psychology and values, the defenders of a personalized authoritarian political
regime built by the Kremlin bureaucracy. This human material is programmed rigidly for
the love of the state and the willingness to sacrifice life for its next ideocratic project in the
realities of the Russian imperial state.

Putin’s authoritarian regime, realizing that it may lose enormous human resources, begins
to return to the system of military and patriotic education, which effectively functioned in
the USSR, updating it in line with the challenges of the times. First of all, in 2010, at the
suggestion of the Prime Minister of that period of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, the
initial military training in the upper classes of general educational institutions was restored
as a necessary measure in connection with the reduction of service on the conscription from
two years to a year. It is clear that the forms of military and patriotic upbringing of children
and youth introduced in the Russian Federation extended to the Crimean peninsula occupied
by it in 2014. The occupation of the Ukrainian Crimea by the Russian Federation resulted
in the transfer of the state administrative apparatus and all policy directions on the annexed
peninsula. According to the data of the Crimean human rights group, the transformation of
the social life of the Crimeans is primarily due to the militarization of education, sports and
culture. Kharkiv human rights activist Halyna Koinash is rightly concerned that “militarization
serves a specific purpose and the danger posed by propaganda together with a “military and
patriotic activity” cannot be underestimated” (Koynash, 2019).
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Aggressive military propaganda is carried out through special state programmes financed
not only by the federal budget, but also by the state (including paramilitary) organizations.
Since the end of March of 2014, the Russian Federation has been implementing the
strategy on education and upbringing of children and young people in Crimea (Strategiya
razvitiya vospitaniya v Rossiyskoy Federatsii na period do 2025 goda, 2015), since April
of 2014 — special state programmes “On Patriotic Education of Russian Citizens”. Now
the state programme “On Patriotic Education of the Citizens of the Russian Federation for
2016 — 2020 is being implemented in the Crimea. It states that one of the goals of the
programme is the military and patriotic education of the Russian Federation citizens and the
formation of positive motivation among young people for military service (Gosprogramma
po patrioticheskomu vospitaniyu RF, 2015). In December 2014 the concept of patriotic and
spiritual and moral education of the population in the Republic of Crimea appeared and a
large number of documents for its implementation (Okhredko, 2018).

In the field of general school education, sports and culture, the introduction of militarization
is mainly due to the so-called military and patriotic education (Militarizatsiya zakhvatyvaet
detey, 2018; Kruglogodichnoe voennoe vospitanie shkolnikov, 2019). The number of
“landmark dates” associated with the gallant military past is steadily increasing, and each
such date is marked by military staging, concerts and parades, with the mandatory presence
of Russian military, representatives of the Russian or “Crimean” Cossacks, veterans and
military participants in the Eastern Ukraine. In the context of “military and patriotic education”,
each school hosts thematic lessons and events, relay races (for them they came up with the
name — military and applied sports), which glorify the Russian army. All these activities are
carried out with the involvement of “militias” involved in the war crimes against Ukraine who
share memories of their “exploits” in the battles against enemies of the Russian state.

For realization of the educational process militarization tasks, formation of mobilization
moods in the younger generation of the Crimea, the following forms of educational work,
which have been successfully tested in the USSR, are widely used — organization of
exhibitions of military equipment by the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation,
holding special concerts for the purpose of propaganda of the service in the promotion of
the service children and youth representatives of military commissariats special (“military
and patriotic”) lessons focused on preparation for military service, participation of troops
metalworkers in the organization of various children’s events (for example, dedicated to the
Defender of Motherland Day), designed to promote service in the Russian army, holding
various competitions, games, and relatively new — the creation of specialized classes (cadet
and Cossack) with military education, solemn ceremonies institutions of the occupied
Crimea, meetings of senior students with local military and patriotic organizations, regular
holding of “the Crimean Cossack Union” the children’s Cossack games “the Cossacks Fun”,
broadcasting videos of military exercises on the military-funded TV channel of the Armed
Forces of the Russian Federation “Zvezda”, parades and exhibitions in the Crimea, holding
festivals on military topics. Children from the Crimea are organized to take part in military
and patriotic events organized by the Russian authorities on the territory of the Russian
Federation. All these measures are aimed not only at militarizing the consciousness of the
Crimean youth, but also at forming its Russian self-identification.

Earlier, the Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine to the Crimea, Borys
Babin, stated that the temporarily occupied territory of the peninsula had become a “zone of
continuous militarization”, and children of all ages were involved in the process of “common
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warfare”. In the occupied Crimea there is a “system of involving children in paramilitary
structures”, which “begins at kindergarten”. He stressed that “initial military training is
absolutely compulsory and covers the vast majority of children”, otherwise, if children are
shunned, “they will simply not be allowed to study at school, and parents will have huge
problems with the Russian special services” (Militarizatsiya zakhvatyvaet detey, 2018).

The leading subjects of the educational process militarization in the annexed Crimea
are, of course, the bodies of the central and local authorities of the Russian Federation,
public organizations, educational establishments, political parties and more. The main
executors of the state programme “On Patriotic Education of the Citizens of the Russian
Federation for 2016 — 2020 are the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian
Federation, the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Culture of
the Russian Federation, the Federal Agency for Youth Affairs (also known as Rosmolodez
(in Russian: Pocmonmonesxs) which literally means the Russian youth). It acts as the only profile
national body of'state power whose activity is entirely focused on the formation of youth policy.
A list of 15 organizations that are the part of the Federal Register of Youth and Children’s
Non-Governmental Organizations, which are supported by the state, is published on
Rosmolodez website. Among them there is the NGO “Knight Association” (Ustav
organizatsii “Assotsiatsiya Vityazey”, 1992). This organization also operates in the Crimea
(Otchet o provedenii v Krymu sportivnogo prazdnika, 2016).

The programme of military and patriotic education of children and youth of the annexed
Crimea is implemented by local authorities actively. The long-lasting imperial tradition has
given rise to and relies on the special links of the imperial center with the national elites who
are in fact delegated the function of intermediaries in managing their autonomy on behalf
of the center (Kudriachenko, 2017, p. 266). Thus, the Ministry of Education of the Crimea
on its official site contains information on the work on military and patriotic education
of children and young people and budgetary expenses for it. Representatives of local
authorities take care of various competitions, games (all-Crimean military and patriotic game
“Zarnitsa”) (Soobshchenie Minobrazovaniya Kryma o provedenii igry “Zarnitsa”, 2016);
the Crimean Republican military sports game “Pobeda” (Prikaz o provedenii igry “Pobeda”
v Krymu, 2016), festivals on the military theme.

The Crimean law enforcement agencies are an important subject of the educational process
militarization. For example, on April 30, 2016, the Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of
Crimea held a military and patriotic action dedicated to the celebration of the 71st anniversary
of victory in the Great Patriotic War (German-Soviet War). During the rally, 150 junior
students participated in the “dedication to the small defenders of Russia”, the event was
also attended by the Russian military (Video: Natalya Poklonskaya posvyatila shkolnikov
v “Malenkie zashchitniki Rossii”, 2016). N. Poklonskaya, who was a “prosecutor” of the
Crimea at the time, created the “Little prosecutors” choir, where children, including younger
school age, dressed in a military uniform, perform songs about the war. In turn, the Federal
Security Service of the Russian Federation (FSB of the Russian Federation) creates in the
occupied Crimea military and patriotic clubs, in which children are introduced to the work of
the FSB of the Russian Federation in order to popularize the service in this power structure.

The Crimean educational institutions are undoubtedly the main subject of systematic
work on the militarization of youth consciousness. Military departments are opened at higher
educational establishments (on the basis of Sevastopol State University and the Crimean
Federal University named after V. I. Vernadsky); in general education — specialized classes
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with military bias (cadets and cossacks) began to open as well (Obrazovanie v Krymu, 2018).
Even though the Russian society has been convinced that war is a man’s business for a long,
the current government is trying to change that stereotype. Thus, in the 2017/18 academic year,
36 students were enrolled in the cadet class: 18 boys and 18 girls. And on February 25, 2018,
the Minister of Defense of the Russian Federation S. Shoigu at the first All-Russian Youth
Patriotic Forum “I — Young Army” declared that the Ministry of Defense of the Russian
Federation plans to open a Cadet School for girls in Sevastopol (Obrazovanie v Krymu, 2018).

The occupation authorities of the Russian Federation have created special budgetary
institutions of the Crimea subordinated to the relevant federal organizations. One of them is the
Regional Center for Preparation for Military Service and Patriotic Education (also known as
the Crimea Patriot Center), established on April 03, 2015. The Crimea Patriot Center organizes
youth sports competitions in military and applied sports for children and young people, where
training skills are mastered, throwing grenades and knives at the target, dressing and taking off
a military-grade suit and gas mask, overcoming the obstacle course, performing special sports
exercises (Soobshchenie o spartakiade po voenno-prikladnym vidam sporta, 2016).

The Federal State budgetary institution the Crimea Patriot Center is a subordinate agency
of the Federal Agency for Youth Affairs, whose projects are aimed at asserting the views
on the “legitimacy” of the Crimea anexation in the Crimean society. It is also involved in
military propaganda at the Russian State Military Historical and Cultural Center under the
Government of the Russian Federation (Russian: PocBoenmienTp, Rosvoencenter; lit. Russian
War Center). The charter lists the center’s main tasks as conducting memorial services;
propaganda and media coverage of materials that reveal the heroic history and combat
traditions of the Russian army and navy; promotion of military-patriotic education of youth
(Ustav Rosvoentsentra, 1997).

The state-public organization “Russian Military Historical Society” conducts activities in
the occupied Crimea aimed at militarization of public life, including the educational process.
A considerable number of actions correlates with the victory in the Great Patriotic War
(“Victory Alley”, “Victory Lilac”, “Victory Forest”), requiems, rallies, sports competitions,
ceremonies, etc., are held (Informatsiya o meropriyatiyakh RVIO, 2016).

The branch of the state NGO “Voluntary Association for Assistance to Army, Air Forces
and Navy” (Russian abbreviation — DOSAAF) does not stay away for military propaganda
among children and youth. One of its main activities is to prepare young people for service
in the armed forces of the Russian Federation. A regional unit of the Russian DOSAAF
started operating in the Crimea since September 29, 2014. DOSAAF Crimean branch
is a co-organizer of various paramilitary events for children and young people. One of them,
“Race of Heroes”, was held in Crimea on June 18, 2016 at the Russian Navy Black Sea Fleet
range “Angarsk” (Soobshchenie o meropriyatii “Gonka geroev” v Krymu, 2016).

Various events promoting the service in the army of the Russian Federation and
aimed at “legalizing” the occupation and creating a positive image of military and
paramilitary formations, are being held by cultural institutions in the occupied Crimea
(Skrypnyk, Siedova, 2017, pp. 29-30).

Many non-governmental organizations of the Crimea are also active agents of military-
patriotic education of young people. Some of them operated on the peninsula before the
occupation (for example, the Union of Monarchists of Russia), other militant organizations
began to be established in the Crimea since April 2014. Some of them are affiliates of the
Russian NGOs. For example, on March 16, 2015, a branch of the Union of Paratroopers of the
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Crimea was formed in Yalta. On October 6, 2016, the organization together with the Union of
Paratroopers of the Russian Federation held a military and patriotic relay race, during which
the youth mastered the skills of handling weapons, got acquainted with the basics of military
service (Statya: “V Krymu proshla voenno-patrioticheskaya sportivnaya estafeta”, 2016).
As part of the project of All-Russian organization “Combat Brotherhood” every year (since
2015) in the village Novoozerne occurs youth patriotic camp-forum “The Crimea. Donuzlav”
(V krymskiy patrioticheskiy lager priekhali deti iz Donbassa, Sirii i Pridnestrovya, 2015),
which also involves the youth of the unrecognized Donbass republics (V krymskiy
patrioticheskiy lager priekhali deti iz Donbassa, Sirii i Pridnestrovya, 2015; Delegatsiya iz
LNR otpravilas v molodezhno-patrioticheskiy lager-forum “Krym-Donuzlav-2018, 2018).

Interregional biker’s NGO “Night Wolves” received a state grant of 12 million rubles
for the implementation of the project “All-Russian Patriotic Youth Center “Patriot” in
Sevastopol” (Soobshchenie o pobede v grantovom konkurse gospodderzhki NNO proekta
“Park Patriot”, 2015). Night Wolves regularly organizes mass events of militaristic and
anti-Ukrainian orientation for children and young people in place of the planned park in
Sevastopol (Skrypnyk, Siedova, 2017, p. 31).

Using the experience of working with children in the USSR, children’s organizations are
being created in the present Russian Federation, and the authorities have tried to implement them
into the state system. Vladimir Putin created the “The Russian Movement of Schoolchildren”
by the decree of the President of the Russian Federation in October of 2015. New organization
uses the organizational form of a former pioneer organization. As of September 2016, 200 pilot
schools have been operated and this movement is now actively spreading. However, it was still
not the direction that would allow the credible support for the authoritarian Russian authorities.
Therefore, in January of 2016, as the part of the state programme “The Russian Movement
of Schoolchildren”, the Russian Defense Minister S. Shoigu initiated the creation of a new
movement — the all-Russian military and patriotic social movement Young Army (Russian:
FOnapmus, Yunarmia). The initiative was readily supported at all levels and very quickly started
to be drawn up by the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, DOSAAF and the Central
Army Sports Club (Russian abbreviation CSKA).

On July 29, 2016, the Unitarian Movement received state registration, and since
then organizational structures have been established throughout the Russian Federation
(85 Russian regions), including the occupied Crimea. Thus, a children’s paramilitary
organization has emerged that has outward signs of a democratic union, however, in closer
examination, it is another state militarized structure that works with children and youth (Sayt
Yunarmii RF, 2016). Different military exercises using real weapons and military equipment,
camps and rallies are carried out within the framework of the social movement. Volunteer
and community activities have swept the country. The activities of the Young Army look
somewhat like modernized Soviet military-sports movements (“Zornitsa”, “Orlyonok™),
honorary guard at the Eternal Flame of Glory, etc. The organization has become a large-
scale social movement directly involved in the militarization of the minds of children and
adolescents (Rezultat rossiyskoy voennoy propagandy v okkupirovannom Sevastopole, 2017).
Representatives of the Crimean Regional Unit of the Young Army use the infrastructure of the
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, CSKA and DOSAAF to conduct paramilitary
activities under the auspices of the movement.

O. Okhredko, an expert, noted some features comparing the Young Army units activities
in the Russian Federation and in the occupied Crimea: firstly, the percentage of the involved
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children is much higher in the Crimea; secondly, there is a significant ctivity of the state
occupation bodies in the life of the Young Army; thirdly, the Young Army activities are fully
funded by the state and large funds are allocated for this purpose; fourthly, one of the main
tasks of the Crimean Young Army is to eradicate the Ukrainian mentality and to form an enemy
image of Ukraine; fifthly, the Russian authorities have a special focus on the Crimean Young
Army unit (Okhredko, 2018). Children and youth of the occupied peninsula are regularly
sent to military and patriotic, military and historical camps both in the Crimea and in the
Russian Federation. Usually, such camps are funded by the Russian budget (Publikatsiya:
“V Simferopole startovala aktsiya “Georgievskaya lentochka™”, 2016).

Political parties of the Russian Federation (in particular, the Communist Party of the
Russian Federation and the United Russia) take an active part in the propaganda of war and
the militarization of the educational process, despite the fact that the activities of the Russian
political parties in educational institutions are prohibited by the Law on Education, the Law
on Political Parties prohibits the interference of political parties in the educational process
of educational institutions. The Russian political parties’ involvement in the militarization of
the children and youth minds also contradicts the “Convention on the Rights of the Child”
(Skrypnyk, Siedova, 2017, p. 33; Konventsiya o pravakh rebenka, 1989).

Various militarized formations (“People’s Militia” of the Crimea, “The Crimean Cossack
Union”, etc.) carry out purposeful work on militarization of public consciousness and
especially of youth and children. The first Cossack school was founded by Yalta Cossack unit
in the village Beloglinka, Simferopol district in 2004, the occupation authority in the Crimea
opened the first Cossack class with 36 pupils in the annexed peninsula at Simferopol Lyceum
Nel0 in September 2016 (Okhredko, 2018).

They contribute actively to the creation of a positive attitude of the Crimean children and
youth to the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation and religious organizations (first of all, the
Russian Orthodox Church). Representatives of the clergy, along with members of the military
and paramilitary groups, take part in various events, ceremonies and actions involving children
and youth (Skrypnyk, Siedova, 2017, p. 33), conduct paramilitary Orthodox camps on the
peninsula (Soobshchenie o lagere pravoslavnykh razvedchikov v Krymu, 2016), organize
excursions on military issues for students. By “mixing” elements of religion into the events,
they preach to children the idea that being a Russian military is a sacred affair.

A special place in the system of the educational process militarization is occupied by
cadet schools. The system of the Soviet Suvorov and Nakhimov schools continued to operate
in the post-Soviet states after the USSR collapse. Power structures (Ministry of Internal
Affairs, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Border Guard Service of the Federal Security
Service of the Russian Federation) began to create their own Suvorov schools in the Russian
Federation starting from the 90s of the 20th century, similar schools are established throughout
the country under the authority of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation.
One of the leading institutions of this type in the occupied Crimea is the Federal State
Educational Institution “Sevastopol Presidential Cadet School” (established in March 2014).
Private educational institution “The Crimean Cossack Cadet Corps” was licensed by the
Russian Federation for educational activities in November of 2015. The militarization of
the educational process is also carried out by classes under the care of military, security
structures, paramilitary units of the Russian Federation. In addition, the Russian invaders
reformed the Ukrainian military educational establishments on the annexed peninsula. For
example, in February of 2015, the Council of Ministers of the Occupied Crimea transformed
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the Crimean Republican boarding school with enhanced military and physical training
(opened in 2001) into the State Budgetary General Institution of the Republic of Crimea
“Cadet Boarding School “The Crimean Cadet Corps™” (Okhredko, 2018). However, such
activity in the occupied territory is prohibited by Art. 51 of the Geneva Convention on the
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict.

Based on the official status of the Crimea as occupied territory, the Russian and local
occupation authorities have violated humanitarian law by carrying out military propaganda
among juvenile residents, preparing them for service in the Russian army. In violation of the
Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 “On the Protection of Civilians during the War” and
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, adopted on 17 July 1998, the Russian
Federation (as the occupying State) calls the Ukrainian citizens to join the occupation armed
forces. The part of the Ukrainian citizens mobilized into the armed forces of the Russian
Federation are forcibly transferred from the Crimea to the territory of the occupying country
(Doklad o situatsii s pravami cheloveka v Ukraine, 2019). The persistent proposals to the
residents of the annexed Crimea to continue their service in the Russian Armed Forces on
a contractual basis is an important component of the information and propaganda influence
of the Russian Federation. Using not only criminal and administrative legislation, economic
pressure, but also informational resources, propaganda, militarization of the educational
process, the Russian occupation power urges residenses of the Crimea who are Ukrainian
citizens to serve in their armed forces and paramilitary auxiliary units.

The Conclusions. A meticulous analysis of the present reality in the occupied Crimea
allows to state that the policy of the educational process militarization in the annexed Crimea is
directed to the following: firstly, the active propaganda of the service in the Russian Federation
Armed Forces, including contract; secondly, producing a large army of potential carriers and
defenders of the “Russian World”; thirdly, promotion of the violence and war. The promotion
of service in the army and the general militarization of the children and young people minds are
carried out by the de facto education system of the Russian Federation operating in the Crimea.

Proposed in 2012 by the President of the Russian Federation concept of the “historic
Russia” as a polyethnic state-civilization in its synthesis with the well-known thesis about
the nation-state model crisis clearly indicates that the Russian state and political elite have
not resigned themselves and will not soon accept the need to recognize the Ukrainians of the
“other”, not identical with the Russians, subject of history and inter-civilizational dialogue.
Obviously the Russian Federation under Putin’s presidency will continue ramping up its
efforts to involve Ukraine (primarily in a non-peaceful way) in its own sphere of influence, to
confirm Ukraine’s membership in “historic Russia”. That is why school youth of the annexed
Crimea will continue to be in the focus of the aggressor country political elite attention.

The militarization of the child’s consciousness, education, way of life looks like the main
ideological way of the current power of the Russian Federation. Militarization activities take
many forms, the most extensive of which are various militar and sports, military and patriotic
games. They are organized at both local and national levels in different regions of Russia and
the Crimea. The ultimate and desirable for the authorities result of such work is the formation
of a cult of war, tolerance of violence, superficial and aggressive attitude towards the states
and peoples that do not support the idea of “Russian world”. Moreover, children and young
people of the Crimea are exclusively bound by “the Russian” identity, and ties with Ukraine
as a country of their birth and citizenship are broken.

The tasks of militarization of the educational process on the annexed peninsula are
inextricably linked with the actions of the Russian military, representatives of other law
enforcement agencies, with the functioning of paramilitary units that purposefully transform
the Crimea from a resort into a military base and a point of the permanent threat in the region.
Obviously, after the liberation of the occupied Crimea, Ukraine will face the problem of children
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and youth readaptation, especially those who participated in the Young Army movement and
have been under the permanent pressure of militaristic, anti-Ukrainian propaganda.

Funding. The author received no financial support for the research, authorship,
and/or publication of this article.
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