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THE VISTULA-ODER OFFENSIVE OPERATION (January 12 — February 7, 1945):
ARMORED AND MECHANIZED TROOPS - THE MAIN POWER
OF SUCCESS DEVELOPMENT

Abstract. The purpose of the research is to investigate the armored and mechanized troops’ combat
employment during the Vistula-Oder offensive operation and their contribution to operational art
development in the theory and practice of dispersal and large enemy groups destruction . The research
methodology is to use a set of methods: dialectical, analytical, historical, biographical, comparative.
The methodological approach made it possible to analyze retrospectively the large mobile formations
(unit) improvement employing methods while engaging into battle of mobile groups of armies and fronts
and during dispersal and large enemy groups destruction, which took place as a single process. As
well as the mobile groups’ employment during the battle for the tactical zone of the enemy’s defense.
The scientific novelty of the results is a comprehensive analysis of the process of preparation and conduct
of the offensive operation of the two fronts with the use of four tank armies, due to the lack in domestic
historiography of special historical generalizations on certain topics within these chronological limits.
An objective assessment of the importance of the Vistula-Oder offensive operation for the development
of the military art in operations for their massive use of rapid and maneuverable nature, which led to the
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dispersal of the enemy group into parts and their rapid defeat. The Conclusions. The Red Army offensive
from the Vistula to the Oder was a model of the largest strategic offensive. It developed almost without
pauses with an average daily rate of 25 — 30 km per day, and tank armies — up to 70 km. The armored
and mechanized troops made a significant contribution to the success of the operation. The tank armies,
individual tank and mechanized corps were the main force for the development of success and were a
powerful vanguard of the I* UF and I BF, which operated at a significant distance from the combined
arms forces. The armored and mechanized troops’ combat employments peculiarity was the use of two
tank armies in one operational direction, which increased the strength of the strike groups of the fronts.
Key words: the Vistula-Oder offensive operation, front, tank army, corps.

BICJIO-OAEPCBKA HACTYIAJIBHA OITEPALISA (12 ciunst — 7 ;motoro 1945 p.):
BPOHETAHKOBI TA MEXAHI3OBAHI BIICHKA —
OCHOBHA CHJIA PO3BUTKY YCIIIXY

Anomauia. Mema docnidscenns — docrioumu Oolioge 3acmocy8anHsl OPOHEMAHKOBUX | MEXAHIZ08AHUX
8iticok nio yac Bicno-Odepcvkoi nacmynansHoi onepayii ma ix 6Hecox y po3eumox onepamusHo20 MUCmeymea
3 meopii | NpakmuKu pos3uneHy8aHHs [ 3HUWEHMS KPYNHUX Yepynoeams npomusHuxkda. Memodonozis
00CTIOHCEHHA NOTS2AE Y BUKOPUCTANHT CYKYNHOCIE MEMOOIB: JIaneKmuyH020, AHATIMUYHOZ0, ICIOPUYHOZO,
bioepagpiunoco, nopigHanbHozo. O3Hauenull MemoOONOSiyHULl  NiOXi0 0as 3Mo2y PempOCHeKMUEHO
NPOaHanizyeamu YOOCKOHAIEHHs! CNOCOOI6 3aCmMOCY8akHtsl 6EIUKUX PYXOMUX 3 €OHAHb (00 €0Hamb) niod uac
66e0eH s Y Ol pyxoMux epyn apmil i hpoHmie ma 6 Xo0i pO3UNeHYBAHHS | SHUWEHHS GETUKUX VePYNOBAHD
NPOMUBHUKA, sIKe 8I00Y8ANOCA AK EOUHULL npoyec. A MaKoxic SUKOPUCIAHHA PYXOMUX epyn nio yac 60t 3a
makmuumy 301y 0boponu npomusHuxa. Haykoea noeusna ooepoicanux pesyismamie nonsieae y KOMnieKCHOMY
amanizi npoyecy 3 ni02omosKu i NPOBeOeHHs HACMYNATLHOL onepayii 080X (pPoHmIe i3 3aCmMOCY8aAHHAM
YOMUPLOX MAHKOBUX apMill, WO 3VMOGNIEHO GIOCYMHICIIO V GimuusHAHIL icmopioepaii cheyianvHux
ICMOPUYHUX Y3a2ANbHIOBATILHUX NPAYb 3 6USHAYEHOI MeMamuKy y 6KA3AHUX XPOHONOIYHUX Medicax. JlaHo
00 exmusHy oyinky snauenns Bicno-Odepcvkoi HacmynanbHoi onepayii 015, po36UmKy 60€HHO20 MUCIEYMEa
6 onepayisx wooo ix MacoeaHo20 3acMocy8aiHs 3i CMpIMKO20 I ManeepeHo20 Xapaxkmepy, o npu3eeno 0o
PO3UNEHYBAHH YePYNOBAHHS NPOMUBHUKA HA YACMUHU | WBUOK020 ix posepomy. Bucnoexu. Hacmyn eiticok
Yepsonoi apmii 6id Biciu 0o Odepy cmas 3paskom Haudinbuioi cmpameziunoi HacmynansHoi onepayii. Bona
PO36UBAACA NPAKMUYHO 0€3 Nay3 3 cepeOHbo00008uM memnom 2530 km Ha 006y, a MAHKOBUMU apMiamy —
00 70 kM. 3HauHuil 6K1AO Y OOCASHEHHSL YCNIXY 6 Onepayii 6Hecau OPOHEMAaHKOSI | MEXAHI306aHI GIICbKA.
Tarkosi apmii, OKpemi mauKo8i i MexaHiz08aHi KOpnycu 6)iu OCHOBHOI CUTO PO3GUMKY YCRIXY | 6UCYNnau
nomyscnum agareapoom 1 Y@ i 1 BD, axi Oisnu Ha 3HauHOMY 6I0pusi 6i0 3a2aNbHOGIUCHKOBUX apMill.
Ocobnusicmio 601106020 3aCmMOCcy8anHsi OPOHEMAHKOBUX | MEXAHIZ08AHUX GIICLK € 3ayHeHHs. 080X MAHKOBUX
apmiti Ha OOHOMY ONEPAMUBHOMY HANPSMKY, YUM NPUMHOICUTIU CUTY YOAPHUX YePYROBAHb (hPOHMIS.

Knrouosi cnosa: Bicno-Odepcwvka Hacmynanavha onepayis, Gpoum, mankoa apmis, KOpnyc.

The Problem Statement. During the Belarusian and Lviv-Sandomierz offensive
operations in the summer of 1944, the Red Army (CHA) troops defeated large strategic
Wehrmacht groups on the central section of the German-Soviet front and reached the border
of East Prussia to the Narva River (right tributary of the Vistula).

The troops of the 1% Belarusian Front (1 BF) (Commander, G. K. Zhukov, the Soviet
Union Marshal, was appointed on the 16" of November in 1944), operating in Warsaw
direction, captured two bridgeheads on the left bank of the Vistula: near Magnuszew and
south-west of Putawy. And the troops of the 1% Ukrainian Front (1 UF) (Commander,
I. S. Konyev, the Soviet Union Marshal), advancing on Lviv-Sandomierz direction, captured
a large bridgehead near Sandomierz.

Hence, the Red Army troops withdrawal on the Vistula and the capture of bridgeheads on
the left bank of the river created favorable conditions for the offensive in Poznan and Breslau
areas (Platonov, 1958, pp. 96-97).
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It should be mentioned that Hitler’s command paid special attention to the most dangerous
for Germany Warsaw-Berlin direction. In order to cover it between the Vistula and the Oder
to a depth of 600 km, seven defensive lines were prepared for a long and persistent struggle.

The Red Army troops were replenished with the personnel, military equipment and
armaments (PMA) and prepared thoroughly to capture copies of the defensive lines of the
German troops built on the ground (Ustinov, 2012 p. 503).

In January at the beginning of 1945, the strategic groups creation was completed. The most
powerful was in the direction of the main blow, in particular, in the band, which consisted of
the 1*t BF, 2" BF and 1*t UF. In the area of 550 km, which accounted for about 25% of the
total German-Soviet front, the Headquarters of the Supreme High Command rate concentrated
45% of personnel (p), 70% of tanks and self-propelled artillery (icomotive artillery), 43%
guns, mortars and warplanes that were part of the active army. The group of mobile troops was
especially strong. It consisted of five tank armies out of six, ten separate tank armies (ta) and
mechanized corps (mc) out of nineteen. This significantly determined the high maneuverability
of troops and the dynamism of offensive operations (Russian archive, 1999, p. 20).

The Analysis of Recent Researches and Publications. Not only historians but also
ordinary citizens will always be interested in the German-Soviet War topic, it is still relevant
and remains the subject of scientific research by the scientists from different countries. The
historiography of the problem of studying the martial arts of the warring parties occupies
an important place, as it is quite broad and multifaceted. One of the most numerous is
the Soviet historiography and dozens of scientists and researchers covered the issue
(Gareev, 1990; Zhilin, 1986; Krivosheev, 1993; Losik, 1979; Lototskii, 1970; Portugalsky,
& Runov, 2010; Portugalsky, 2010; Pospelov, 1962; Rotmistrov, 1963; Strokov, 1966;
Ustinov, 2012; Shekhovtsov, 1979). The work “The Operations of the Soviet Armed Forces
in the Great Patriotic War” in four volumes, conducted by the USSR Ministry of Defense
General Staff of the Military Science Department of the Military History Department staff,
which was previously classified as secret, deserves serious attention. Volume 4 (Platonov,
1958), deals with the preparation and conduct of the Vistula-Oder offensive operation of
the 1% BF and 1* UF troops and its impact on the martial arts development. In addition, it is
vital to note the massive use of armored and mechanized troops, which gave the offensive a
rapid and maneuverable nature. Contributing to the rapid breakthrough of the pre-prepared
defense, showed the high art of organizing relentless pursuit to great depths with the forcing
of a number of rivers and the capture of large bridgeheads of operational importance.

However, Liddel Hart B., the English military historian, had also quite interesting and
opposite opinion concerning the issue (Liddel Hart, 1999). Infantry General of the Army
of the Third Reich K. Tippelskirch (Tippelskirch, 1999) in his book, which was written on
the basis of personal experience and materials provided by former Wehrmacht generals and
officers, gave an important place to the German war with the Soviet Union. Describing the
main operations on the Eastern Front, he pointed to the main causes of failures in the war and
regarder A. Hitler as the culprit.

A number of works are devoted to the tank troops (Katukov, 1974 Sovetskie tankovyie
voyska 1941 — 1945, 1973; Rotmistrov, 1972; Radzievskii, 1977), as a kind of troops,
which during World War II became extremely powerful, which was entrusted with the
major operational tasks. V. Daynes works (Daynes, 2009; Daynes, 2010)were devoted to the
armored troops of the Black Sea Fleet, which revealed their history and development, gave an
in-depth analysis of their organization, training and combat use of the tank armies during the
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German-Soviet War in major operations. Detailed research carried by D. Shein (Shein, 2007;
Shein, 2009) was devoted to the battle route of the 3% Guards Tank Army, one of the first tank
armies in the USSR, which passed from Kozelsk to Berlin and Prague. Consequently, the
combat operations’ analysis in which the army took part, gave us the opportunity to trace the
stages of the tank troops management formation.

Furthermore, the prominent Soviet military figures’ memories of personal origin sources
and especially the direct participants holds an important place in the historiography of the
problem, as their data allow to reveal the Red Army activities at the operational and strategic
levels (Zhukov, 1983; Katukov, 1974; Krainyukov, 1977; Yakubovsky, 1975). The side view
of the enemy was described in the German generals and officers memoirs of (Guderian, 2001;
Mellentin, 2005; Hans, 2008).

Additionally, the modern historiography analysis devoted to the period of hostilities
during the Vistula-Oder operation can be found in the operational planning documents
worked out by the Red Army command in the autumn of 1944 reflected in the 1st BF combat
logs (CAMD REF, f. 223, op. 2356, ref. 685) and 1** UF (CAMD REF, f. 236, op. 2673, ref. 2521
(2539); 1*t Guards Tank Army (CAMD REF, f. 299, op. 3070, ref. 813); 2™ Guards Tank Army
(CAMD REF, f. 307, op. 41438, ref. 369); 3" Guards Tank Army (CAMD REF, f. 315, op. 4440,
ref. 647). Volume 16 (5-4) of the Russian Archive (1999) contains documents and materials
that reveal the methodology of decision-making, planning, comprehensive preparation and
conduct of strategic and major frontline operations in 1944 — 1945.

In domestic historiography, the research was mainly devoted to the events that took place
in Ukraine (Hrytsiuk, 2010; Hrytsiuk, 2015; Kidon, 2018; Panchenko, 2005), and events
outside it and a particular type or kind of troops were virtually absent.

The purpose of the publication is to investigate the combat use of armored and
mechanized troops during the Vistula-Oder offensive operation and their contribution to the
operational art development in the theory and practice of dismemberment and large enemy
groups destruction.

The Main Material Statement. The Vistula-Oder strategic offensive operation
of the 1** BF and 1st UF troops was carried out with the the 2™ BF left wing troops support
and the 4™ UF right wing. The purpose of the operation was to defeat Army Group “A”,
complete the expulsion of the enemy from Poland and create favorable conditions
for a decisive strike on the capital of the Nazi Germany, Berlin.

The plan of the operation involved the task of the main forces of the 1% BF and 1% UF
powerful deep strikes from the Vistula bridgeheads, the enemy group’s dismemberment, its
destruction by units and the rapid offensive development in Poznan and Breslav directions
(Rotmistrov, 1963, pp. 443—444).

During the period from the 25" of November to the 3™ of December, the Headquarters of
the Supreme High Command rate gave directives to the fronts to prepare operations in the
East Prussian and Warsaw-Berlin areas with a period of readiness for the offensive — on the
20" of January in 1945 (Russian archive, 1999, pp. 174-175, 177-178), and on the 29" of
December approved operations’ plans for troops of 1% UF and 1% BF (Russian archive, 1999,
pp. 185, 187).

On the 6% of January, in connection with the great failure of the Anglo-American troops in
the Ardennes, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom W. Churchill addressed J. V. Stalin
with a request to provide them with urgent assistance by the Red Army on the offensive “on
the Vistula front or somewhere else”. The Headquarters of the Supreme High Command
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rate postponed the start of the Vistula-Oder operation to the 12% of January (Portugalsky,
& Runov, 2010, pp. 5-10).

In order to achieve the goal according to the plan of operation on two fronts, one of the
largest offensive groups during the war was created consisting of: all-military armies — 16,
air armies (AA) — 2, cavalry corps (CC) — 3, artillery divisions breakthrough (ad) — 12,
anti-aircraft artillery divisions (zenads) — 18, artillery brigades (artillery) — 99, guards heavy
mortar brigades (g. hmbr) — 6, fortified areas (FA) — 3, etc.

In addition, the groupings of tank troops 1% BF and 1** UF numbered: tank armies (TA) — 4,
individual tanks — 5, individual mechanized corps (MC) — 1, individual tank brigades (TBR) — 7,
individual tank regiments (TP) and self-propelled artillery regiments (SAP) — 67.

These formations and associations numbered more than 2,200,000 men, 36,400 guns
and mortars, 6,464 tanks and self-propelled artillery regiments (SAP), and 4,772 aircraft
(Platonov, 1958, p. 98). It should be noted that the supply of land lease played an important
role in ensuring the Red Army. In 1944 the Soviet Union received 5,877 aircraft, 3,332 tanks,
and 3,122 guns (CAMD REF, f. 35, op. 11325, ref. 530, p. 63).

It was the largest group of tank troops in the entire German-Soviet War to conduct a single
offensive operation. Up to 70% of tanks and self-propelled artillery regiments (SAP) were
in tank armies and corps, which were intended for the development of the offensive after the
breakthrough of the enemy’s defenses, the rest were used for direct support of infantry (DSI)
(Sovetskie tankovyie voyska, 1973, p. 241).

English military historian Liddell Garth B. emphasizedthat due to the increased production
of'its own tanks, the Red Army increased the number of tank and mechanized corps to develop
success. At the same time, the growing number of Joseph Stalin tanks increased the striking
power of the Soviet troops. These tanks were fitted with 122-mm guns (the “tiger” tanks had
88-mm guns), and they had thicker armor than the “tigers” (Liddel Hart, 1999, p. 697).

Against the troops of the 1% BF and 1% UF acted Army Group “A” (from the 26% of
January — “Center”, Commander — Colonel-General J. Harpe, consisting of: the 9th Army
(A), the 4" Tank Army (TA) and the main forces 17 Army). In lane the 1** BF defended
the 9% Army, the 1% UF — the 4% Tank Army (TA) and 17 Army. The three armies of the
Wehrmacht included the following: divisions — 28 (including tank — 4 and motorized — 2),
brigades — 2, infantry battalions (ib ) — 4-5. The troops of Army Group “A” numbered up to
400 thousand people (including the rear), more than 4,103 guns and mortars, 1,136 tanks and
assault guns, supported from the air 1,050 aircraft of the 6th Air Fleet (AF). In the zone of the
future offensive, the ratio of forces and means was in favor of the troops of the Red Army:
personnel — 5,5: 1, guns and mortars (without anti-aircraft) — 8,6: 1, tanks and self-propelled
artillery regiments (SAP) — 6: 1, aircraft —4,5: 1 (Platonov, 1958, p. 98).

The Vistula-Oder offensive operation can be divided into two stages. The first (January
12-17) was a breakthrough of the enemy’s strategic defense front in a zone of about
500 km, the main forces of Army Group “A” were defeated, and conditions were created for
the rapid development of the operation to great depths. The second (January 18 — February
3) the troops 1* BF and the 1*t UF with assistance on the flanks of troops the 2" BF and the
4" UF during the rapid pursuit of the enemy defeated the enemy’s reserves, advancing
from the depths, captured the Silesian industrial area and went on a wide front to the Oder,
capturing a number of bridgeheads on its west bank. As part of the Vistula-Oder operation,
the 1** BF conducted Warsaw-Poznan operation, and the 1** UF conducted the Sandomierz-
Silesia frontline operation (Daynes, 2010, p. 236).
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Sandomierz-Silesian offensive operation (12.01 — 3.02.1945) was carried out
by the 1** UF in cooperation with the 1% BF in order to defeat Kielce-Radom group of the
enemy, liberate the southern part of Poland, reach the Oder, capture bridgeheads on its left
bank and create favorable conditions for conducting operations in Berlin and Dresden areas
(Daynes, 2009, p. 535).

Tasks for the 1st UF troops were defined in the directive Ne 220271 Headquarters of the
Supreme High Command rates on the 25" of November in 1944. Defeat in cooperation with
the 1st BF Kielce-Radom group of the enemy, no later than 10-11th day of the offensive to
seize the border Piotrkow, Radomsko, Czestochowa, Zawiercie, Mechow, Bochnia. Further
develop an offensive in the general direction of Kalit. The main blow by forces of five
all-military armies, two tank army (TA), four mechanized corps to strike from the Sandomierz
bridgehead in the general direction on Khmilnyk, Malogoshch, Radomsko.

According to some resources, the tank armies were used in order to develop success after
a breakthrough in the main direction (Russian archive, 1999, pp. 174-175).

Such an attack posed an imminent threat to the enemy’s rear, which opposed the 1% BF,
and this greatly facilitated the advance of troops to Poznan, as well as keeping all Silesian
industrial facilities intact. J. Stalin personally emphasized the preservation of their commander
to the 1st UF (Portugalsky, 2010, p. 69).

The task of the troops of the front was proved by the commander of the 1% UF by directive
Ne 001472 (490) / op on the 23 of December in 1944 the 4" Tank Army (Commander —
Colonel-General D. D. Lelyushenko) to make a breakthrough in the area of 13 A. According
to the issued directive, the troops were supposed develop the offensive rapidly in the direction
of Pierzhchnica, Pieckoszow, Rodoszyce, Rozprza, destroy the retreating enemy and the
advancing reserves, take the path of retreat of the enemy’s Kielce-Radom group. In the area
of Lodz to enter into the combat interaction with the troops of the 1* BF.

Furthermore, the troops were supposed to capture the border of the river Charna Nida at
the end of the second day of the operation, go to the area of Bobzha, platform. Rykoshin,
Nepahluv and contribute to the blow from the northwest of parts 13 A and 3 guards tank army
in order to invade Kielce.

At the end of the third day of the operation, the troops were supposed to go to the area
of Rodoszyce, Chermno, Mnin, advanced detachments to seize the crossings across the
Pylytsia River in the area of Sulejow, Przedbuz, then to reach the area of Piotrkow, Rozpsz,
Gozkowice, and by side and reconnaissance detachments to capture road junctions: Konske,
Zharnuv. During the offensive to maintain combat interaction with the right flank units of the
3rd Guards Tank Army.

The troops the 3rd Guards Tank Army (Commander — Colonel-General t/v PS Rybalko)
was supposed to introduce a breakthrough in the area of 52 A, in particular, to develop rapidly
the offensive in the direction of Duzha, Andrzejow, Wloszczow, Radomsko. One corps was
supposed to lead in the second echelon of the army on the ledge on the left. The task of the
army was to destroy the retreating enemy, to destroy its respective reserves, to prevent the
enemy from occupying the prepared defensive lines on the rivers Nida and Pylytsia. The next
day they were to go to the area Zarchisce-Duje, Oksa, Naglovice, Andrzejow.

On the third day of the operation, they were obliged to seize Kruzhel, Secemin, and
Modzheve districts, and the advanced detachments were due to capture the crossings on
the Pylytsia River in Mosty and Kontsepol sections. In the future, the troops were given
the order to capture the area of Radomsko, Plavno, Cadow. From the border of the Pylytsia
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River, send a strong side detachment to Czestochowa, as well as to conduct reconnaissance to
Wodzistaw, Szczekociny, and Lelow, establishing combat interaction with 31 TA 5" Guards
Tank Army (CAMD REF, f. 236, op. 2673, ref. 2521, pp. 45-52).

On the 12 of January, at 5 o’clock, the reconnaissance began. The advanced battalions
attacked the enemy after a 1 5-minute artillery barrage. As a result, they captured the first trench
quickly, the second met with fierce resistance from the enemy. At 10 o’clock the artillery
preparations for the attack began. At this time, BT tanks occupied the starting positions in
the infantry battle formations, advanced detachments of tank armies and corps advanced
into the starting areas 3 km from the front line. The aviation training was not conducted
due to poor visibility conditions. At this time, the last raid was inflicted, after which the
infantry and tanks went on the offensive. Hence, advancing rapidly the troops moved into
the depths of the enemy’s defenses by 6 — 8 km, but before the third position met resistance
(Lototskii, 1970, p. 307). In order to complete the breakthrough of the tactical zone of defense
quickly and the defeat of the enemy’s operational reserves at 14 o’clock were introduced
the 3™ Guards Tank Army(6 gv. Tk, 7 gv. Tk, 9 mc, 16 sabr, 57 gv. Otp) and the 4" TA
(6 gv. Mc, 10 tk, 93 tbr), and also the 4™ Guards Tank Army (Commander — Liecutenant General
t /v P. P. Poluboyarov), 25 TA (Commander — Major General t / v Ye. I. Fominykh) and the
31 TC (Commander — Major General t/ v G. G. Kuznetsov). As the weather improved, they
were supported by the 2™ AA aircraft (Daynes, 2009, p. 536).

Before the operation in the 3" Guards Tank Army numbered 921 tanks and self-propelled
artillery regiments (SAP) (CAMD REF, f. 315, op. 4440, ref. 647, pp. 10—-11; ref. 565, p. 2).
In order to strengthen the army of Colonel-General D. D. Lelyushenko was added two
heavy regiments “IS-2” and several regiments of self-propelled artillery (SAP). There were
680 units in total in the army (Kostiuchenko, 2004 p. 440).

By the 13% of mid-January, the tank and general armies had completed the breakthrough
of the main defensive line, and in several areas and the second line, and the advanced
detachments of the 3rd Infantry Division went to the river Nida at a depth of 30 km, from the
course forced it, capturing several bridgeheads (Rotmistrov, 1963, p. 452).

After forcing Nida the 6™ Guards Tank Armt and the 7" Guards Tank Army continued the
offensive in the western and northwestern directions in order to perform the immediate task,
to capture the crossing and the bridgehead on the west bank of the Pylytsia River. During the
14" and 15% of January 9 mechanised corps remained on the west bank of the Nida in the area
of Brzegi-Motkowice, providing access to the west bank of the Nida troops 52 A. The army
command feared that the enemy forces of its operational reserves (16 TD, 17 TD and 20 MD)
will be able to organize a strike along the river Nida in order to cut off the main forces of the
3 Guards Tank Army between the Nida and the Pylytsia, met the troops of 52 A, advancing
to the river Nida at pre-prepared positions on the west bank of the river (Shein, 2007, p. 259).

The advanced detachments of the 4" TA, which broke away about 15 — 20 km from the
main forces of the army, crossed the Charna Nida River and a counterattack ensued with the
advanced units of 24 enemy tanks. Advanced detachments of the first echelon corps — 16 mbr
and 63 GTA attacked the enemy in the flank and rear. With decisive action, they disrupted
the organized exit of the 24" TA connections to the planned deployment line. The enemy was
forced to enter the battle of its main forces not simultaneously but sequentially.

The Commander of the 4th TA units, in particular, the 10" Guards Tank Army, 6
mechanized corps in interaction with the 6™ Guards Tank Army and the 3" Guards Tank Army
carried out the maneuver, inflicted flank blows on the 17* tank division (TD) of the enemy,
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which was defeated after a fierce battle on the 13" of January. With the approach of 16 TD, it
was also chained 49 MBR from the front in the area of Radomice. The main forces of the 4th and
14th of January struck on the right flank of the 16th Infantry Division. The next day, the remains
of 24 TK were surrounded and destroyed in the area south of Kielce. The enemy lost up to
180 tanks and assault guns, and a combination of the 4" TA —about 130 tanks and self-propelled
artillery regiments (SAP). The defeat of a large group of Wehrmacht in an extremely short time
helped the 1** UF troops of the left-wing successfully develop an offensive in Krakow direction,
and the 1* BF troops using the moment of counter battle struck a powerful blow at the enemy
from Magnuszew and Putawy bridgeheads (Radzievskii, 1977, pp. 137-138).

German General K. Tippelskirch described what was happening the follows: “The
blow was so strong that it repulsed not only the divisions of the first echelon but also large
enough mobile reserves ... Front 4 TA was torn to pieces ... enemy tank formations ... made
a comprehensive maneuver on Kielce” (Tippelskirch, 1999, p. 686). And the former colonel-
general of the Wehrmacht's tank troops G. Guderian (Chief of the General Staff since
July 1944) stated that the breakthrough was successful, and the enemy penetrated deep into
our defense, and on January 13 successfully expanded the breakthrough west of Baranov in
the direction of the Ring North. The 3rd and 4th Guards Panzer Armies of the Cha entered
the battle. On this section of the front, the enemy concentrated thirty-two SD and eight tank
corps. This was the strongest group of forces and means during the whole war on a minimally
narrow section of the front. (Guderian, 2001, pp. 535-536, 552).

According to the combat report Ne 0014 and the operational report Ne 0013 on the 13 of
January, the 1** UF captured 900 prisoners in two days of fighting. 40 tanks and self-propelled
artillery regiments (SAP) were destroyed, 379 guns, 116 tanks, about 1,000 cars, ammunition
depots, etc. were seized (CAMD REF, f. 236, op. 2673, ref. 2521, pp. 101, 114).

According to the decision of the commander of the 1** UF to the defeat of a group of
Wehrmacht troops in the area of Kielce joined 3™ Guards Tank Army and 13A, as well
as 25 tank corps and part of the forces of the 4" TA. Supported by aircraft during on the
14 and 15 of January, defeated the enemy and at the end on the 15% of January captured
Kielce (Platonov, 1958, pp. 133—-134).

In Czestochowa’s direction, the 3rd Infantry Division TA, 52A and the 5th Guards Tank
Army troops. And pursuing the enemy, they advanced 25 — 30 km and forced the Pylytsia
River. The courageous actions of the 2nd Panzer Battalion (TV) (Commander — Major
S. V. Khokhryakov) of the 54th Infantry Division deserve special attention 3rd Guards
Tank Army, being in the main detachment quickly moved forward, bypassing the enemy’s
strongholds, skillfully maneuvering on the battlefield, destroying the enemy in its path.
Hence, 31 tank corps, operating in the offensive zone of 5 Guards Tank Army forced the
river Pylytsia and captured the bridgehead on its left bank, and 59A in interaction with the
4th Guard Tanks Army continued the offensive on Krakow (Pospelov, 1963, pp. 71-72).

At the end of the day on the 17® of January, the troops of the 1** UF defeated the main
forces of the 4 TA and in cooperation with the 4" UF defeated 17A of the enemy, advanced
150 km and completed the next task 4-5 days ahead of schedule (Daynes, 2010, p. 434).

The achieved successes created favorable conditions for the development of the offensive
on Wroctaw and for the attack on the flank and rear of Krakow Wehrmacht group (Platonov,
1958, p. 135).

As a result of the fighting on the 17" of January, the troops of the front occupied
910 settlements, including the cities of Wierzbno, Suleh6éw, Kamiensk, Skata, Wolbrom,
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and Pylytsia. During the day, more than 3,000 captured Germans were taken prisoner,
including the headquarters and commander of 17 Tank Divisions — Colonel Brooks, as well
as 200 guns, up to 50 tanks, etc. (CAMD REF, f. 236, op. 2673, ref. 2521, p. 176).

The Red Army troops’ rapid deep breakthrough was a complete surprise to the Wehrmacht
leadership. General 1. Harpe, accused of the catastrophe on the Vistula, was removed from
command of Army Group A and replaced by General F. Scherner; General T. Busse was appointed
commander of 9A instead of the removed General S. Luttwitz (Shekhovtsov, 1979, p. 75).

In order to thwart the enemy’s plan, the Headquarters of the Supreme High Command
rate on the 17% of January (directive Ne 11 006) clarified the plan of further actions 1 UF — to
develop an offensive on Wroctaw, no later than on the 30" of January to reach the Oder and
capture the bridgeheads on its left bank, no later than on the 20 — 22 of January to capture
Krakow, then to advance in the direction of the Dombrowski coal basin (Russian archive,
1999, pp. 190-191).

The commander of the front, without delaying the preparation, after receiving the directive
gave the order to conduct further hostilities (Krainyukov, 1977, p. 415), (directive Ne 0024 / op)
ordered the troops 3% Guards TA and 4" Guards TA pursue the enemy rapidly, smash the
reserves, rear, headquarters, so as not to give the enemy the opportunity to occupy and gain
a foothold on the prepared defensive lines on the eastern border of Germany. Troops of the
4" TA were invited to seize the Ravich and Trachenberg frontiers by the end of the day on the
25" of January. In the future, be ready to force the Oder to the northwest of Wroctaw (Kireev,
1976, p. 96).

The Wehrmacht command withdrew its remnants 4 TA and 17 A (up to eight divisions,
including one tank) to the west, seeking to organize the defense of the Silesian industrial area
(Platonov, 1958, p. 153).

In addition, while carrying out the task, the troops of the right-wing of the 1** UF developed
a rapid offensive in the direction of Wroctaw. On the left-wing of the army 59 A, 60 A and
4" guards Tank Army on the 19th of January captured Krakow. In the area of Keben part
of 6 mechanized corps on the 25" of January forced the river and captured the bridgehead
to 30 km along the front and up to 15 km in depth. The troops 4 TA, pursuing the enemy, on
the morning on the 24" of January, went to the Oder ((Daynes, 2010, p. 435).

The troops’ 3rd guards Tank Army on the 18th of January, the offensive resumed. On 19th of
January, 55 guards Tank Army 7 guards Tank Army, 53 guards Tank Army 6 guards Tank Army
in cooperation with compounds 52 A occupied Wielun. 91 guards Tank Army 9 mechanized
corps interaction with 69 mbr up to 12 hours. On the 19th of January, Osyakuv took over. After
the 91st guards Tank Army captured the bridgehead on the left bank of the Warta River and held
the crossing (CAMD REF, f. 3442, op. 1, ref. 81, p. 35). And at noon on the 20th of January took
possession of Zlochev (CAMD REF, f. 3442, op. 1, ref. 81, p. 35). And at noon on the 20th of
January took possession of Zlochev (CAMD RF, f. 315, op. 4440, ref. 647, p. 71).

Furthermore, the German command did everything in its power to keep Silesia, a powerful
military industrial base. Fierce battles broke out on the approaches to it. The advance of the
Ist UF troops slowed down. On the night of the 20" — 21% January, the commander of the
3rd Infantry Division TA received information about strong enemy resistance on the former
German-Polish border.

The commander of the 1% UF on the 21% January returned to the 3% Guards Tank Army.
And to the south and set a task: to strike along the eastern bank of the Oder, to capture
Oppeln and cut off the enemy’s escape routes to the river. The troops of the 3% Guards Tank
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Army executing the order inflicted a flank blow on the enemy group, which acted before
the 5" Guards Tank Army. And the rapid exit to the Oppeln area cut off the communications
of the Silesian enemy group. The Red Army troops hovered over the entire enemy group in
Silesia, which forced the Wehrmacht command to hastily withdraw troops in front of the
5" Infantry Division (Platonov, 1958, p. 154). During the day, the troops of the front advanced
up to 30 km, in the depths of Germany — 23 km (CAMD REF, f. 236, op. 2673, ref. 2521,
p. 9, 10 (t. 2)). And on the 23" January, they captured the city of Oppeln. By their actions,
the tankers contributed to the rapid exit to the Oder in the 5" Guards Tank Army. And, which
after the crossing consolidated the achieved success.

As a result, rapid maneuver of the 3™ guards Tank Army and to the south and the blow to
the enemy’s rear was unexpected for the German command, and this forced to send against
the tank army significant forces from Silesian group.

After the liberation of Oppeln 3% guards Tank Army received a new task with a swift blow
in the direction of Bischofstal, Nicholas to go to the rear of the main Silesian group and by the
end on 24" of January to capture the area of Rybnik, Nicholas, and then attack Yavozhno, to meet
troops 59 A, and part of the forces the east bank of the Oder in the direction of Rybnik and prevent
the approach of enemy reserves from the west and southwest (Rotmistrov, 1963, p. 463).

Moreover, the 7th Guards Tank Army overcoming the fierce resistance of the enemy on
the north bank of the river Klodnitsa, occupying Bischofstal, crossed the river and about
2 hours. On the 25th of January, he continued his movement in the direction of Rybnyk, and
at 9 p.m. Gleiwitz took possession on the 24th of January. The 7th Infantry Division was able
to reach Rybnyk only on the morning of the 27th of January, and the 9th Infantry Division
met fierce resistance from the enemy, was forced to stop. The current situation forced the
commander of the 3rd Infantry Division to enter into battle the second echelon (6th Infantry
Division), which was tasked with reaching the western outskirts of Katowice.

Despite the resistance of the enemy, on the 27" of January, they managed to occupy the
area of Mykolayi, Vyry, with a 9 mechanized corps connection. Due to the vigorous actions of
the mobile troops, the roads through which part of Silesian group left the encirclement were
blocked. In order not to damage the industrial area, the commander of the 1st UF decided
to leave the passage for the enemy so that he could go to the south and southwest, where it
was planned to defeat him in open combat. For three days the troops of 3™ guards Tank Army
destroyed certain groups of the enemy in the areas of Rybnik and Nikolay. Hence, on the 30™
of January by order of the commander of 3* guards Tank Army began the withdrawal of the
6™ guards Tank Army and the 7" guards Tank Army from the battle in the Gross Strelitz area
began to put the mat unit in order ((Daynes, 2010, pp. 437-439).

On the morning of the 25" of January, the advanced units of the 4th TA crossed the
Oder and, after a fierce battle, captured the northern outskirts of Keben. Later, artillery and
part of the 6th Infantry Division tanks were transferred to the bridgehead. At the end of the
28" of January, the main forces of the corps, in cooperation with the 13 A formations, overcame
the enemy and reached the frontier of Bredelwitz, Queisen, Deisklau, and Hochbauschwitz.
Hence, on the 29" of January at the site 6 mechanised corps crossed the 10 guards Tank
Army went on the offensive, during the fierce fighting together with the 147th Rifle Division
(RD) 13 A occupied Steinau (Daynes, 2010, p. 505).

The offensive of the 1st UF forces forced the enemy to retreat hastily through the
abandoned passage. On the 29" of January, Silesian industrial area was completely cleared of
German troops (Lototskii, 1970, p. 314).
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Thus, the 1st UF troops defeated 4 TA and the main forces of the 17A Wehrmacht, in
cooperation with the 1% BF and the 4 UF liberated the southern regions of Poland, including
Silesian industrial area and moved the fighting to the territory of Germany.

The Sandomierz-Silesian operation is an example of a deep front operation. The troops
of the Ist UF advanced 400-500 km. Success was achieved through the massive use of
forces and means, which contributed to a powerful blow during the breakthrough and the
development of the offensive to great depths with the forcing of a number of rivers.

The tasks for the troops of the 1st BF to conduct the Warsaw-Poznan operation were
defined in the directive Ne 220275 VGK rates on the 28th of November in 1944. The
immediate task of the front: to defeat the Warsaw-Radom group of the enemy and no later
than 11-12th day of the offensive to capture the border £.6dz. Further, develop the offensive
in the general direction of Poznan. The main blow by the forces of four general armies, two
TA, one KK to strike from the bridgehead on the river Pylytsia in the general direction on
Bialobrzegi, Skierniewice, Kutno. Part of the forces (at least one army and one or two TC) to
advance in a northwesterly direction in order to break through the enemy’s defenses in front
of the right-wing of the front and with the assistance of 2 BF defeat the Warsaw group of the
enemy and capture Warsaw.

The second blow was planned to be struck by the forces of two armies, two tank corps
and one KK from the bridgehead southwest of Pulawy in the direction of Radom, Tomaszow,
and Lodz. Part of the forces to attack in the direction of Shidlovets, towards the blow of the
I** UF in order to interact with the latter to defeat the Kielce-Radom group of the enemy
(Russian archive, 1999, pp. 177-178).

Taking into account the order of the Headquarters of the Supreme High Command, the
Commander of the 1st BF decided to strike the main blow from the Magnushev bridgehead
with forces of 61 A, 5" Shock Army (ShA), 8 Guard Army, 3 Shock Army (ShA), the 1** Guard
Tank Army (Commander — Colonel-General t / v M. Ye. Katukov), the 2" Guards Tank Army
(Commander — Colonel-General S. 1. Bogdanov) and KK in the direction of Kutno.

The 1% Guard Tank Army received the task of the operation on the 2™ of January:
“A rapid exit to the northern bank of the Pylytsia River, and later to the river Bzura in the area
of Lowicz to ensure the 1% BF success from the encirclement and destruction of the Warsaw
group of the enemy: to destroy enemy reserves their connection with the besieged Warsaw
group. With the withdrawal of the army in the area of Kutno to take a starting position for the
development of the offensive on Poznan” (Katukov, 1974, p. 340).

The 2™ Guards Tank Army after forcing troops of the 5" Shock Army (ShA) river
Pylytsya, was tasked to cross the river and enter the breakthrough in the area: Gniejewice,
Goszezyn, striking the rear of the Warsaw group of the enemy, in the general direction of
Mszczonow, Zyrardow, Sokhaczew, Gostytin and capture the following territories: on the
first day — Oddzyal, Zhirarduv, Volya Penkoshevska, and with strong advanced detachments
(AD) to capture airfields and crossings across the river Bzura (near Sokhachev), on the second
day — Kirshteinov, Rybno, Zakshev, Dembuvka; on the third day — Sanniki, Guri, Gostynin,
Strzelce, Luszyn. In the future — to attack Koval, Brzeszc-Kujawski, Radzejow, Inowroclaw
(CAMD REF, £. 307, op. 4148, ref. 369, pp. 2-3).

On the 14" of January, troops of the 1st BF went on the offensive. From the Magnushevsky
and Pulavsky bridgeheads, after 25 minutes of artillery training of all artillery of shock groups,
22 advanced battalions and 25 infantry companies went on the offensive. The combat
reconnaissance with such powerful artillery support was used for the first time. Advanced
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battalions for two hours of combat wedged into the enemy's defense for 2 — 3 km. Using the
achieved success, the 1 BF Commander introduced the main forces into battle (Rotmistrov,
1963, p. 455).

On the first day of the offensive, troops advancing from the Magnushev bridgehead
wedged themselves into the enemy’s defense up to 12 km. In parts of 26 Guards Rifle Corps
(RC) 5 Guards Shock Army captured a 60-ton bridge across the Pylytsia River, which was
later crossed by tanks of the 2nd Guards Tank Army (9 Guards Tank Army, 12 Guards Tank
Army, 1 mechanized corps, 6 Guards Tank Army). There were 840 tanks and self-propelled
artillery regiments (SAP) in the army (CAMD REF, f. 307, op. 4148, ref. 369, p. 2).

To develop the achieved success, 11 tank corps (Commander — Major General T/ V 1. L.
Yushchuk) and 9 tank corps (Commander — Lieutenant General T / V 1. F. Kyrychenko) were
put into battle. Overcoming the enemy’s resistance, the 69 A and 33 A troops, in cooperation
with the tank corps, broke through the tactical defense zone at the end of the day and advanced
22 km. BP tank groups played an important role in breaking through the enemy’s defenses. For
example: only in one 69 A per 1 km of the front the number of tanks and self-propelled artillery
regiments (SAP) was 312 SD 42 units, 134 SD 23,274 SD 36, 77 sd — 15 (Losik, 1979, p. 105).

On the morning of the 15" of January, the German command, seeking to stop the troops
of the Red Army, brought into battle from its reserve the main forces of 40 tank corps, which
were defeated and repulsed (Lototskii, 1970, p. 309). On the 15" of January, at a depth
of 15 km, it was put into action in the 8th lane and the 1** Guards Tank Army (8 mechanized
corps, 11 Guards tank army, 64 Guards Tbr, 19 sabr, 11 Guards Vtp) (Gareev, 1990, p. 16)
and was tasked to develop an offensive on Lodz, and later on Poznan (Zhukov, 1983, p. 179).

By the end of the day, the advanced units of the army had advanced to a depth
of 25 km and captured the crossing over the Pylytsia River in Sokul area. Hence,
the 8" Guards Tank Army used the success of the tankers and by the end of the day fought on
the front Bialobrzegi, Mokrosek, (excl.) Edlinsk, (excl.) Stanislavice.

11 tank corps 69 A in interaction with 25 armed corps by the end of the day broke into the
eastern outskirts of Radom, advanced units of 9 tank corps, which was introduced in the strip
33 A, also approached the town of Radom.

During the two days of the offensive, the 1st BF strike groups broke through the enemy’s
tactical defense zone to its full depth and defeated the troops of the 8th Army Corps
(AC), 56 Tank Corps and 40 Tank Corps. The breakthrough reached up to 30 km in the
area of the Magnuszew bridgehead and 50 km in the Pulawy bridgehead. By the end of the
15" of January, the breakthrough areas on the bridgeheads merged.

According to the 1st BF Commander’s decision, the main efforts of the front troops were
focused on completing the defeat of the main forces of the 9 A enemy and the development
of the offensive in L6dz direction (Platonov, 1958, pp. 140-141).

The troops of the 1st Guards Tank Army developing the offensive in the western
direction, they repulsed the enemy and went to the Pylytsia River for up to 20 hours. On the
16" of January, the main forces crossed the river and captured the Nowe Miasto
(CAMD REF, f£. 299, op. 3070, ref. 813, p. 33).

On the 16" of January from the bridgehead on the river Pylytsya was put into battle
27 Guards Tank Army (Strokov, 1966, pp. 476—477). At the end of the day, the main forces
of the 2™ Guards Tank Army went to Sokhachev in the rear of Warsaw group of the enemy
and cut off his escape to the west. The tank armies were supported from the air by pilots
of 16 AFs.
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The tank armies successful actions contributed to the liberation on the 17 of January by
the troops of the 1st Army of the Polish Army, 61 A and 47 A, the capital of Poland — Warsaw.
All-military armies after overcoming the tactical zone of defense and the introduction into
battle of the 1** Guards Tank Army and the 2nd Guards Tank Army sought to expand the
breakthrough front and quickly eliminate the enemy’s hotbeds of resistance. And in order to
prevent separation from the tank armies, they were followed by mobile units from the tank
units that supported the infantry previously (Daynes, 2010, p. 243).

On the sixth day of the offensive of the 1st BF troops and on the fourth 1 UF, an operational
breakthrough of the enemy’s defense was made at the front 500 km and to a depth of 100— 160 km.
The troops of the fronts defeated the main forces of Army Group A, seized large industrial
centers and important strongholds of the enemy’s areas: Warsaw, Radom, Kielce, Radomsko,
Czestochowa, and so on. Thus, favorable conditions were created for the rapid development of
the operation at great depth and at a high rate (Platonov, 1958, pp. 143—144). Given the rapid
development of the operation, the Headquarters of the Supreme High Command rate clarified
the tasks of the fronts on the 17" of January. As a result, the 1** BF received the task to seize
the border Bydgoszcz-Poznan not later than on the 2™ — 4% February (Zhukov, 1983, p. 184).

At the end of the 17% of January, the 1st BF Commander, assessing the situation, ordered
the tank armies and individual tank corps and armed corps to enter the line of Tork, Kolo,
Warta as soon as possible, to anticipate the reserves in capturing the prepared lines of
defense. The tank armies and tank corps were due to reach the specified border no later than
in three days. Hence, the 1** Guard Tank Army left a slight cover from the side of £6dz and
moved the main forces to the west rapidly. The shore of the Warta River. The 9 tank corps
and 11 tank corps to bypass £.6dz from the south, also to advance on the river Warta, and
to capture Kochatkysh with advanced parts. The cavalry corps to follow the tank troops
(CAMD REF, f£. 299, op. 3070, ref. 813, p. 37).

The troops of the 1% Guards Tank Army continuing the offensive in the west and north-
west. pursuing scattered the enemy’s groups, on the 23™ of January they fought for the city
and the fortress of Poznan. The next day, the main forces went to the frontier: Klein, Glenin,
Ovinskaya, Tsavada, Ratay (east bank of the Warta River), destroyed the enemy, prepared a
crossing over the Warta River for the tankers. The units that crossed the river decided to cut
the roads in order to prevent the enemy’s departure from the Poznan area to the north, south
and south-west (CAMD REF, f. 299, op. 3070, ref. 813, p. 52).

The 2™ Guards Tank Army continued the offensive, broke the enemy’s resistance on the
west bank of the river Bzura, on the 18" of January crossed the river developed a rapid offensive
in the north-west direction and up to 17 hours after fighting more than 30 km, they captured a
large settlement and a railway and highway junction of roads — Lovych, large n.p. Kernozya,
Lyushin, Lazniki, Osmolin, Sanniki (CAMD REF, f. 307, op. 4148, ref. 369, pp. 16, 18).

The pace of persecution increased. After overcoming the third (guard) defensive line in
the east, the tank armies reached the fourth (Poznan) by the 22" of January. The next day
2" Guards Tank Army with the 2™ guards KK mastered the city of Bigdosh. The tank armies
broke away from the general army up to 100 km, and from their supply bases —up to 350 km
(Lototskii, 1970, p. 311).

The 2nd Guards Tank Army in the area of Shubin and the 1% Guards Tank Army in Poznan
area were forced to stop due to lack of fuel. During this time, they were approached by
general armies.

The Wehrmacht troops at all costs sought to stop the Red Army’s troops offensive in Berlin
direction. From the 23rd of January, 1st Infantry Division and the 2nd Infantry Division
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troops were conducting intense battles in order to break through the Poznan defensive line,
the Pomeranian shaft and the Mezeret UR for several days (Daynes, 2009, p. 544).

The 1* BF troops continued a successful offensive. On the 28" of January connection
the 2nd Infantry Division on the move overcame the fortifications of the Pomeranian Wall.
On the morning of the 31* of January, the advanced detachment of 1 mechanized corps
(219 TBR) reached the Oder north of Kustrin, near Kinitz.

After heavy fighting on the 29" of January, the 1st Infantry Division troops overcame
the Obra River, entering the German territory. The advanced detachment of the 11" Guards
Tank Army (44 GV TBR), went to the Oder and captured the bridgehead on its left bank near
Heritz. With the approach to the river of all military armies the 1% Guards Tank Army and the
2" Guards Tank Army were withdrawn from battle and regrouped on the right-wing of the front,
where they took part in the defeat of the Pomeranian enemy group (Daynes, 2010, p. 343).

On the 1* of February, the 1** BF troops continued the offensive, on the right flank fought
fierce battles with the enemy, who defended zealously, in the center went to the Oder, part
of the forces forced the river and fought to expand the bridgehead, breaking the left flank
against the enemy areas, the advanced units of mobile troops reached the east bank of the
Oder, southeast of Frankfurt (CAMD REF, f. 223, op. 2356, ref. 685, p. 25).

In early February, the fiercest fighting took place on the Oder River. By the 3™ of February,
the troops of the front (5 UA, 8 Guards Army, 69 A and 33 A, 1st Guards Tank Army and the
2nd Guards Tank Army) reached the Oder River in the strip from Ceden to the Glogau district
(demarcation line with the 1% UF). The struggle for the expansion of bridgeheads on the Oder
was extremely intense. The enemy carried out 5 — 7 counterattacks daily with force from a
company of up to two battalions each. And all this was complicated by the temporary advantage
of the enemy in the air, due to the lack of airfields near the Oder River for the Red Army aircraft.

With the 1st BF troops withdrawal on the Oder River and the capture of bridgeheads on
its left bank, its frontline operation was successfully completed.

These were extremely difficult times for the German command. There was a lack of
material and human resources, the divisions were turned into combat groups. “Elderly
people and boys aged 14 and 15 are being driven to Volkssturm conscription stations. The
last reserves?” The losses of only 21 tons from the 6™ of June in 1944 to the end of January
in 1945 reached 15 thousand (Hans, 2008, pp. 378-379).

The Red Army troops defeated groups of Wehrmacht troops covering Berlin area.
To stop the 1st UF and 1st BF offensive, the German command was forced to abandon
offensive operations against Anglo-American troops in the West and sent 29 divisions and
4 brigades to Poland, but this did not save the enemy from a crushing defeat (Zhilin, 1986,
pp- 264-265). A total of 35 divisions were destroyed during the lightning operation, and
25 suffered heavy losses. The Red Army losses amounted to only 193,125 people, of which
43,251 —irreversible, tanks and self-propelled artillery regiments (SAP) — 1,267, the average
daily — 56 (Krivosheev, 1993, pp. 213, 372).

In his memoirs about the events of early 1945, former Wehrmacht general Friedrich von
Mellenthin, describing the Red Army’s actions during the offensive in Poland, does not hide
his emotions “It is impossible to describe everything that happened between the Vistula and
Oder in the first months of 1945. Europe has known nothing like this since the fall of the
Roman Empire” (Mellentin, 2005, p. 413).

480 formations and units of the Black Sea Fleet were awarded the honorary titles
of Warsaw, L.6dz, Krakow and others. The 4 TA for the stability and courage shown by
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the personnel, and skillful execution of combat missions was renamed into the Guards
(Rotmistrov, 1972, p. 105).

The Concusions. The Red Army offensive from the Vistula to the Oder was a model of
the largest strategic offensive operation. It developed almost without pauses with an average
daily rate of 25 — 30 km per day, and tank armies — up to 70 km.

The Vistula-Oder operation was characterized by a decisive form of combat operations —
inflicting powerful frontal strikes on various sections of the front, carried out at considerable
depths and at high speeds, and this allowed to quickly break through the enemy’s defenses,
dismember his strategic group and destroy each. At the same time part of the troops of the
fronts through the rapid development of a breakthrough in the flanks reliably provided the
main forces of the flanks from the north and south.

Armored and mechanized troops made a significant contribution to the success of the
operation. Their widespread use added to the offensive actions rapid and maneuverable. The
introduction into battle of several powerful mobile groups at the beginning of the offensive
led to the dismemberment of the enemy group into parts and their rapid defeat. The tank
armies, individual tank and mechanized corps were the main force for the development of
success and were a powerful vanguard of the 1% UF and the 1** BF, which operated at a
significant distance from the all-military armies.

The tank corps were put into battle on the first day of the offensive, used to complete
the breakthrough of the mainline of defense, which provided a high rate of overcoming
the tactical zone of the enemy’s defense. Tank armies of the 1st UF were put into battle
on the first day of the operation before the third position of the mainline of defense, and
the 1st BF — on the second or third day after the breakthrough of the tactical zone. The
peculiarity of the combat use of armored and mechanized troops is the use of two tank armies
in one operational direction, which increased the strength of the strike groups of the fronts.
Especially the tankers showed themselves in the pursuit of the enemy.

The tank armies of three-corps had a two-tier structure, and two-corps — in one echelon,
allocating strong reserves. Their introduction was planned in a strip of 12-16 km by four
routes. Separate tank corps were built in two echelons with the allocation of reserves. The
launch was planned on two routes in the 6-7 km lane. In the tank armies, the advanced
detachment as a part of the reinforced TBR was allocated from each corps of the first echelon,
and the tank army was separated from the individual tank army. Mobile groups were created
in those armies in which the tank armies did not operate.

The BP tanks played an important role in increasing the striking power of infantry units.
Their density was the 1% UF 21, and the 1** BF — 25 units on 1 km of the front. The use of
BP tanks had its own peculiarities. According to the requirements of Order Ne 325 issued on
the 16" of October in 1942, individual tank formations and units were used centrally, and in
this operation tanks and self-propelled artillery regiments (SAP) were added to the infantry
battalions. The individual tanks were assigned to the infantry platoons. Such use of BP tanks
became possible due to their increase and acquisition of skills of commanders of infantry
units.
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