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NEW FIND OF OLBIAN COINS.
TARASHCHA DISTRICT, KYIV REGION, UKRAINE

Abstract. The aim of the study is presentation of a new hoard of ancient coins discovered in the Ukraine.
In the Summer of 2019 fifteen bronze coins of Olbia (Greek polis in the North West Black Sea region) were
found in the Kyiv region. Research methodology — principles of science, historicism, objectivity, methods
of analysis, classification, generalization, historical-genetic and historical-typological. Scientific novelty.
All coins are of “Borysthenes” type (head of river god Borysthenes / Scythian axe, bow in case, OABIO).
An assemblage has been described by the founder as found in the ground between village Lukyanivka and
the town Tarashcha (Kyiv region), near the highway P 04. The coins are dated to the end of fourth and
the middle of the third century BC. The assemblage is one of interesting finds of Olbian coins on the way
from the North Pontic Region to the West. The hoard from Lukyanivka is one of finds registered very far
outside of Greek states of the northern coast of Black Sea. The cognitive value of the hoard lies above all
in the region of its finding. The find from Lukyanivka is an important find as in recent years Olbian bronze
coins as well as Bosporan coins were found on Celtic settlements in Poland (Upper Silesia, other coin
finds were registered in Central Poland) and Czech Republic (Celtic oppidum at Nemcice, Moravia; a very
rich assemblage of Greek and Roman coins). The find from Lukyanivka is a new important element in the
discussion on inflow of Olbian coins to the West. The Lukyanivka hoard consists of 15 bronze coins with the

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 33



Mariusz MIELCZAREK

head of river god Borysthenes, one of the most popular coins of Olbia. According to data obtained from the
founder; the coins were found together in ‘one place’ but at ‘different depth’. In the founders opinion the
value of the information on the find can't be negated. Following to the chronology of “Borysthenes” coins
proposed by P. O. Karyshkovskii coins found not far from Lukyanivka should be dated from the late fourth
century BC to the ca. 250 BC. The most coins are dated to 290 — 250 BC. The structure of the Lukyanivka
hoard should be treated as ‘typical’for hoards of Olbian coins. The Conclusions. The find from Lukyanivka
confirms that in the third century BC the most popular Olbian pieces of “Borysthenes” type penetrated the
area of the Central Ukraine, precisely Middle Ros river region, in significant quantity. The “assemblage”
is important find as the majority of Olbian and Bosporan coins in Central Europe — find from Germany is
doubt all are single finds. The coins described in the article fills “a gap” between finds from Dnieper and
Dniester rivers and Central European finds. The find is located inside the “tongue-shaped” area of finds
from the North Pntic region). The “tongue-shaped” area dominated’by single finds. The area of Olbian and
Bosporan coin-finds indicates that the appearance of coins minted by Pontic Greek poleis in Central Europe
may be connected with activity of people of Scythian culture. This is extremely important as we have in mind
a unique find of Greek amphora from the Scythian settlement located in the south-eastern Poland.
Key words: Black Sea region, Olbia, coin find.

HOBA 3HAXIJIKA OJIbBIMCbKUX MOHET. TAPAINAHCbKHUM PAOH,
KHUIiBCBKA OBJIACTD, YKPATHA

Anomauin. Mema cmammi — npoananizyeamu MonemHuti Komniexc, susenenui aimom 2019 p. mioe
c¢. Jlyk aniexoro (Tapawarcvroeo pationy Kuigcokoi oonacmi) ma m. Tapawero, nobnusy asmownsaxy P 04,
00 cKAa0dY K020 6x00UN0 15 anmuunux Mionux (6poH306ux) monem epeyvkoi konouii y Iisniuno-3axionomy
Tpuuopromop 't — Onveii. Memooonozia 00cioiceHHA — PUHYUNY HAYKOBOCMI, Icmopuamy, 00 ekmue-
HOCMI, Memoou auHanizy, Kiacugixayii, y3azanbHeHHs, ICMOPUKO-eeHeMUUHULL Ma ICIOPUKO-MUNOIOSTYHULL.
Hayxoea nosusna. [loonuzy c. JIyx simiexu apxeonozamu 0yio iOKpumo 0eKilbKa NOCeeHb, SIKi HANeHCamy
00 pi3HUX nepiodi cKighcvbko2o uacy. 3HAXIOKa KOMIIEKCY MOHem 0asHbocpeybkoi Konowii Onveii 6 ybomy
PeCiOHI € YIIKOM 3aKOHOMIPHOIO, 8paxosyiouu 0o6pe possuneri mopeoei 36's3ku Crigii i3 anmuunum Ipu-
yopromop ‘am. J{ocniodiceni y cmammi MOHemu Maromy 6i0omi docaionuxam ougepenmu, 6oHU KapOyeanu-
¢ 6 nepioo kinys 1V — nepwioi nonosunu I1l cm. 0o H.e. i nanexcams 0o wecmi 2pyn onbeitiCbkux 00omis.
Y yvomy epowosomy komnnexci siocymi «6opucgenu» nepuioi ma coomoi epyn. pyea epyna penpezenmo-
sana 1 monemoro 3 oughepernmom Ne20, mpems — 1 monemoro 3 oughepermom Ne22, uvemeepma — 4 monema-
mu 3 oughepenmamu NeNe 34, 36, 37, 40, n’sma — 1 monemoio 3 oughepernmom Ne 54, wiocma — 1 monemoio
3 oughepernmom Ne 69, socoma — 6 monemamu 3 oughepenmamu NeNe 82 (mooicauso, 83?), 84, 90, 91, 92, 93.
Oomy monenty mu He 3MO21U 4imMKO KAacughikyeamu uepes matidice noeHy 6I0CYMHICIMb GUPAZHUX eleMeHnie
Oughepermy, siki 6 dozeonunu tio2o idenmuixyeamu. [Ipome Memponociuni xapaKmepucmuru yici MoHemu,
30Kpema eaza i poamip, 003601A10Mb GiOHeCmU ii 00 0OcmMaHHbOI epynu «bopucerie» 3a Kiacugikayicro
11. Kapuwikoscvkozo. Omoice, HAUMON00WA MOHema npeocmasiena «bopucgheromy 3 ougepenmom Ne93, a
nepioo it kapOyearHs xpoHonoziuno gionosioac 260 — 250 pp. 0o H.e. 3sadicarouu Ha danuil ghaxm, mesaspa-
yito ckapby, Ha Hawty OYMKY, Cio gionocumu 0o opyeoi nonosunu Il cm. do n.e. Lle dosgonae npunycmumu,
wo 6 opyeiu nonosuni Il cm. 0o H.e. nobnuzy oxonuys cyuacroeo c. JIyk suieku Tapawancvkoeo paony
Kuiscoroi obnacmi npooicusano nacenenns, sike mMano 36 a3ku 3 epeybkoro Kononieio Onweicto, a onbeilicoKi
Monemu 6ynu 006pe gioomi 6 bacetini Cepednvoi Poci, ix sukopucmosgysanu He auuie 8 Mmopeo8eibHUX One-
payisx, a i sk 3acio HakonudenHs. Bucnoeku. 3naxioka noonuzy okonuys cyyacroeo c. JIyk aniexu Tapa-
wancvkoeo paiiony Kuiscorol obnacmi niomsepodicye, wo 6 Il cm. 0o n.e. Haubinbus NONYIAPHI OTbICHLKI
2powtosi 3naxu 6 3naynitl kinokocmi nompanasau 6 Cepeonio Haooinpsmuuny, soxpema 6 paiion Cepeonvoi
Poci. Koenimusna yinnicms 0ano2o ckapby nonaeac, nepui 3a éce, 8 1oxkanizayii 3uaxioku. B ocmanui poxu
ONbGILICHKI OPOH306I MOHemuU, 00 peul, 5K I OOCNOPCHKI, MPANISIOMbCS ) 3HAXIOKAX HA KETbIMCKUX NOce-
nennsax y Homvwi (Bepxua Cinesis i Llenmpanvra Iomvwa, oe 3agikcosano 3naxioku monem) ma Yexii
(kemvmewkuii onnioym y Hemuuysix, Mopasis). Onucanuii y cmammi MOHemHUil KOMIIEKC 3aNOBHIOE (JLAKY-
HY» Midic MoHemHumu 3uaxiokamu i3 Husicnvoeo Ilooninpos’ss ma Huocnvoeo Tloonicmpog s i snaxiokamu
3 LJenmpanvnoi €eponu. Ilossa 6 Llenmpanvhi €eponi monem, kapoosanux y Iligniunomy Ipuuopnomop i
2PEeYbKUMU NOTICAMU, MOdice OYMU NO8 A3aHA 3 OBILHICIIO NPedCcmasHuKie ckighcokoi kymvomypu. Came Ha
cKighcokomy nocenenti, posmawiosanomy Ha Ilieoennomy 3axooi Ionvwi, Oyra spobnena yHixaivha ona
peciony 3Haxioka — epeyvbka amghopa.

Knrouosi cnosa: Ipuuopromop s, Onv6is, MOHEmHI 3HAXIOKU.

34 Skhidnoievropeiskyi Istorychnyi Visnyk. Issue 13. 2019



New find of Olbian coins. Tarashcha district, Kyiv region, Ukraine

The Problem Statement and Analysis of Recent Researchers. Finds of an Olbian
‘Borysthenes’ at the Celtic settlement at Nowa Cerekwia, Upper Silesia, Poland (Bednarek &
Molenda, 2011) — the settlement existed from the middle of the third century to the middle of
the second century BC (Czerska, 1964, pp. 24-231) and of Bosporan bronze coin at the Celt-
ic oppidum at Némdice (Moravia, Czech Republic), recognized as an important local Celtic
trade center (Kolnikova, 2012), have changed character of discussion on the penetration of
coins minted in Olbia very far from ancient Greek states of the northern cost of the Pontus
Euxinus (cf. Mielczarek, 1989, pp. 65-66 and catalogue; Mielczarek, 2008, p. 12). Each new
find of Olbian coins (in Central Europe were found only bronze pieces of “Borysthenes”
type — Mielczarek, 1989) or Bosporan coins (for instance Beidin & Myzgin, 2010; Myzgin
& Beidin, 2012; Bodzek & Madyda-Legutko, 2018; Myzhin, Stepanenko & Sytiy, 2018) is a
significant ‘element’ in the discussion on the “trade route from Black Sea to the Baltic sea”,
using terminology popular especially in the nineteenth century studies (Sadowski, 1876;
Mielczarek, 2017; see also Mielczarek, 2011).

Coins of Olbia found in the Central Europe are published (Mielczarek, 1989; Mielczarek,
2008; Shestopal, 2007), including finds on Scythian settlements in the forest-steppe zone
(Skory & Zimovets, 2014, p. 145).

The list of Olbian coins found far from the polis can be supplement by the assemblage
found accidentally in 2019. Detail evidence on time and place of finding are not complete
(see Kotsur, 2016a; Kotsur, 2016b; Kotsur, 2017; Orlyk, 2013).

The Statement of the Basic Material. According to the founder, the assemblage, de-
scribed as a hoard, was found in June 0f 2019, in the forest near Lukyanivka village (Tarashcha
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district, Ukraine), near the highway P 04 not far of Tarashcha, Kyiv region (Fig. 1). The as-
semblage consists of 15 bronze Olbian coins. The coins were found together in “one place”
but at “different depth” — there is no information on a vessel (no data on pottery, potsherds)
or other coin packaging (“different depth” — textile?). Coins are still in hands of respondent.

Discussing the reliability of information on the find, it should be noted that, several
Scythian settlements of different periods are registered near Lukyanivka village (Romanyuk,
2003, p.109).

In effect the value of the information on the find can’t be negated. The data on the find
are worthy of note as a significant quantity of finds escapes the notice of archaeologists and
numismatists.

Fifteen “Borysthenes” coins found in June of 2019 near Lukyanivka village should be at-
tributed to six groups of Olbian coins of this type, after P. O. Karyshkovskii (2003). The time
for depositing the coins should be placed the second half of the third century BC.

13 14 15

Fig. 2.
Coins found in June 2019 near Lukyanivka village
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Table 1
List of coins found near Lukyanivka village
s Wt | Diam. | Die
Description Chronology () mm) | axis
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. End of IV B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, 320-310 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 88-89, | 8.37 23 11
monogram Ne 20 (Fig. 2, 1) 779-797].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 60, 312].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. End of IV B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |310-300 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 90-91, | 8.00 23 9
monogram Ne 22 (Fig. 2, 2) 821-826].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 60, 314].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |300-275 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 95, 7.15 22 11
monogram Ne 34 (Fig. 2, 3) 894-896].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 62, 327].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |300-275 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 94-95, | 7.88 22 11
monogram Ne 36 (Fig. 2, 4) 887-891].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 62, 325].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |300-275 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 96, 7.43 22 5
monogram Ne 37 (Fig. 2, 5) 905-910].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 62, 329].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |300-275 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 100, 6.47 21 12
monogram Ne 54 (Fig. 2, 6) 968-973].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 64, 343].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |275-260 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 106, 7,07 22 11
monogram Ne 69 (Fig. 2, 7) 1066-1070].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 66, 360].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |260-250 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 110, 4,84 19 2
monogram Ne 82 (837?) (Fig. 2, 8) 1117-1124].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 68, 373].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |260-250 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 111, 6,26 20 6
monogram Ne 84 (Fig. 2, 9) 1126-1140].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 68, 375].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |260-250 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 113- 6,58 20 5
monogram Ne 90 (Fig. 2, 10) 114, 1177-1192].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 70, 383].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |260-250 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 114- 5,13 19 6
monogram Ne 91 (Fig. 2, 11) 115, 1193-1206].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 70, 384].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |260-250 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 115, 4,57 18 3
monogram Ne 92 (Fig. 2, 12) 1207-1221].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 70, 386].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 290-250 B.C. [Karyshkovsky 2003: 174]
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, |260-250 B.C. [Frolova & Abramzon 2005: 116, 4,44 19 7
monogram Ne 93 (Fig. 2, 13) 1222-1251].
310-280 B.C. [Anokhyn 2011: 70, 385].
Obv. head of Borysthenes left. 595 | 21x18 | 12
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase,
monogram 40 (Fig. 2, 14)
Obv. head of Borysthenes left.
Rev. OABIO, axe, scepter, bowcase, 4,96 19 2
monogram; the coin belongs to the
latest group of “borysthenes”.
(Fig. 2, 15)
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The Conclusions. The find from Lukyanivka confirms that in the third century BC the
most popular Olbian pieces of “Borysthenes” type penetrated the area of the Central Ukraine,
precisely Middle Ros river region, in significant quantity. The “assemblage” is important
find as the majority of Olbian and Bosporan coins in Central Europe — find from Germany
(Mielczarek, 2003, p. 21) is doubt all are single finds (Mielczarek, 2008, p. 11). The coins
described in the article fills “a gap” between finds from Dnieper and Dniester rivers and
Central European finds. The find is located inside the “tongue-shaped” area of finds from the
North Pntic region (Mielczarek, 1989, pp. 65—66 and Map 7; Mielczarek, 2008, p. 21). The
“tongue-shaped” area dominated” by single finds. The area of Olbian and Bosporan coin-
finds indicates that the appearance of coins minted by Pontic Greek poleis in Central Europe
may be connected with activity of people of Scythian culture (Domanski, 1999; Boltryk,
2009; Kosko & Klochko, 2009). This is extremely important as we have in mind a unique
find of Greek amphora from the Scythian settlement located in the south-eastern Poland.

Acknowledgments. The authors are grateful to the respondent who on condition of ano-
nymity has sent detailed evidence on the coin find.
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