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LAWYER’S AND PUBLIC ACTIVITY
OF KOST PANKIVSKYI IN THE 1930-ies

Abstract. The purpose of the article is to analyze the professional and public activities of the
well-known Lviv lawyer Kost Pankivskyi in the 1930-ies. Research methodology — principles of
science, historicism and objectivity, biographical and prosopographic approaches to the study of life
and activity of historical figures, historical-genetic and historical-typological methods, the method
of internal critique of sources. Research novelty — for the first time in the historical biography, it has
been done a study of the professional and public activity of a well-known Lviv lawyer Kost Pankivskyi
in the 1930-ies, which later became a prominent Ukrainian public and political figure, the head of
the Government of the Ukrainian National Republic (UNR) in exile. The Conclusions. Thus, since
1930, the lawyer K. Pankivskyi started his own law practice in Lviv. His cases can be divided into
three categories: 1) political, 2) corporate, 3) private. In particular, he distinguished himself as a
defender of those accused of “political offenses” — participants of the UMO, OUN, KPWU, Komsomol
of Western Ukraine. At the same time, K. Pankivskyi was actively involved in the work of the Chamber
of lawyers and the Union of Ukrainian Lawyers in Lviv. During his work, he gained a good reputation
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among colleagues (including Jews and Poles) and clients and was considered one of the best Ukrainian
lawyers in Eastern Halychyna (together with S. Shukhevych, S. Fedak, V. Starosolskyi). The prolonged
legal practice in the 1930-ies created the personal and public foundation that enabled K. Pankivskyi
to prove himself as a public and political figure during the difficult years of the World War II and the
post-war period.

Key words: Kost Pankivskyi, lawyer, Lviv, Chamber of lawyers, Union of Ukrainian Lawyers.

AJIBOKATCBKA TA TPOMAICBKA AISIJIBHICTD
KOCTSI MAHBKIBCBKOI'O ¥ 1930-x pp.

Anomauin. Mema cmammi — npoananizyeamu npogeciiiny ma cpomaccsKy OisibHICMb I00MO-
20 veiscokoeo adsokama Kocms Ilanvkiscvkoeo y 1930-x pp. Memoodonozia docnidyicenns — npun-
Yunu HayKo8ocmi, icmopusmy ma 06 'ekmusHocmi, dioepagiunuii ma npoconoepa@ivnuii nioxoou 00
BUBUEHHS JHCUMMS M OIANLHOCII ICIMOPULHUX 0CODUCMOCTEl, ICMOPUKO-2eHeMUYHULL ma ICmopU-
KO-MUNONO2IYHULL Memoou, Memoo eHympiunboi kpumuku odxcepen. Haykoea nosusna — ynepuie 6
icmopuynitl Oioepaghicmuyi 30iticheno docniddxcents npoghecitinoi ma epomadcvkoi difnvHocmi 8i00-
Moeo aveiecvkoco aosokama Kocmsa [lanvkiecvkozo y 1930-x pp., axuil 32000m cmas 8i00MuUM yKpa-
IHCOKUM 2poMaocoKuM i noaimuyHum disuem, 20106010 Ypady Yxpaincokoi Hapoownoi Pecnyonixu
(VHP) 6 emiepayii. Bucnoexku. Omorce, 3 1930 p. npasnux K. IlanvkiecvKuil po3novas camocmiiiny
aosokamcwKy npakmuxy y Jlveosi. Bedeni num cnpasu modicna nodinumu Ha mpu kamezopii: 1) noni-
muuni, 2) kopnopamueni, 3) npusamui. Ocoonuso 6in 8I03HAUUBCS AK 3AXUCHUK 00BUHYBAUEHUX Y “NO-
aimuyHux npasonopyuenna’” — yuacnuxie YBO, OVH, KI13Y, Komcomony 3axionoi Yxpainu. Boonouac
K. Ianvkisccoruil 6pas akmueny yuacme 6 Oisibnocmi Tlanamu aosokamie ma Coro3y yKpaincokux
aosokamis y JIv606i. 3a uac ceoei npayi 6in 3006y6 000py penymayiro ceped xonee (V momy yucui i
€8peis ma noAKie) ma KAiEHmis i 66axicascs 0OHUM i3 HAUKpawux yKpaincokux aogoxkamis Cxionoi I a-
auaunu (pasom 3 C. [Lyxesuuem, C. @edakom, B. Cmapoconvcokum). Tpusana adgoxamcoka npakmuxa
y 1930-x pp. eumeopuna mou ocoducmichuil i gpomadcokuti ynoamenm, sxuii 0as smoey K. Ianvkis-
CbKOMY nposAgumu cebe K SpoMaoCcbKo2o i NOTMUYHO20 Jifua Yy 6adxcKi poku Jlpy2oi ceimosoi eitinu
ma niciA60€HHULL Yac.

Knruosi cnosa: Kocmo Ilanvriscorutl, aosokam, Jlvsis, [larama adeoxamie, Coto3 YKpaiHCbKux
aosokamis.

The Problem Statement. The issues of personification of history, the study of the life
path, activities and creative heritage of prominent figures have become one of the impor-
tant tasks of modern historical science. The attention of scientists is attracted, first of all,
by the names of those Ukrainian figures whose activities contributed to the social develop-
ment of the Ukrainian people. These figures included a lawyer Kost Pankivskyi. He was an
active participant in the Ukrainian student movement in Prague, a defender of members of
the Ukrainian Military Organization (UMO) and the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists
(OUN) at politically motivated trials organized by the Polish authorities, a prominent figure
of the Ukrainian Central Committee, Head of the Government of the Ukrainian National
Republic (UNR) in exile. Unfortunately, there is virtually no research in modern histori-
cal science that would cover his life and activities. Therefore, the need to conduct a scien-
tific study of K. Pankivskyi’s professional and public-political activity, particularly in the
1930-ies, is noticeable.

The Analysis of Recent Research and Publications. The chronological first work con-
cerning Kost Pankivskyi was a book by a diaspora researcher Illia Vytanovych, which was
devoted to his father, Kost Fedorovych Pankivskyi (Vytanovych, 1954). For the most part,
we find a nonfiction description of the Pankivskyi family, a patriotic atmosphere that domi-
nated in the family. Since K. Pankivskyi’s life and work were closely linked to the Ukrainian
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Central Committee (1940 — 1945), we also find some information about him in studies
that dealt with World War II and Nazi occupation. Among them, the work of Volodymyr
Kubiiovych, “I am 85” (Kubiiovych, 2000), which characterizes K. Pankivskyi as a per-
son, is of great importance. We will not touch upon those papers that covered the work of
K. Pankivskyi during the Nazi occupation and the post-war years, given that they had little
relevance to his advocacy activity during the interwar period. Much richer is the historiog-
raphy of the activity of the Lviv Bar during the interwar period. As early as 1928 and 1938,
the publication of a lawyer, Roman Dombchevskyi, appeared, analyzing the organizational
activity of Ukrainian lawyers in the 1920s and 1930s (Dombchevskyi, 1928; Dombchevskyi,
1938). Subsequently, this issue was explored by M. Petriv (Petriv, 1998; Petriv, 2002; Petriv,
2014), 1. Hlovatskyi (Hlovatskyi, 2003; Hlovatskyi, 2004; Hlovatskyi, 2012), A. Boichuk
(Boichuk, 2012), I. Vasylyk (Vasylyk, 2012), N. Mysak (Mysak, 2012), T. Andrusiak (Andru-
siak, 2013), O. Arkusha (Arkusha, 2013), O. Lazurko (Lazurko, 2014), S. Kobuta (Kobuta,
2016) etc.

We should note that three books of K. Pankivskyi’s memoirs: “From the State to the Com-
mittee”, “Years of German Occupation”, “From the Committee to the State Center” (Pankivskyi,
1957; Pankivskyi, 1965; Pankivskyi, 1970) are an important source for us. V. Kubiiovych,
agreeing with the opinion of Ivan Kedryn, considered the memoirs of Kost Pankivskyi as one
of the best works of Ukrainian memoirs (Kubiiovych, 2000, p. 151). In addition, while emigrat-
ing, K. Pankivskyi published several small memoirs covering the work of Ukrainian lawyers in
Lviv in the 1930s (Pankivskyi, 1955; Pankivskyi, 1963; Pankivskyi, 1978).

The purpose of the article is to analyze the professional and public activities of the well-
known Lviv lawyer Kost Pankivskyi in the 1930-ies.

The Statement of the Basic Material. Kost (Kostiantyn) Pankivskyi was born on 6 De-
cember 1897 in Lviv, in the family of well-known Ukrainian public and political figure Kost
Fedorovych Pankivskyi and teacher Yosypa Fedak. Prominent representatives of his family
were his brother Stepan Pankivskyi — Sich shooter and a hero of the November Order, his
cousin Stepan Fedak — a member of the UMO, executor of the certificate for Pilsudskyi in
Lviv (1921), his uncles Fedir Pankivskyi — Colonel of the Army of the UNR and participant
of the First Winter Campaign, Oleksandr Pankivskyi — an employee of the Ministry of Mil-
itary Affairs of the UNR, Severyn Pankivskyi — a famous Ukrainian actor, Stepan Fedak — a
member of the ZUNR government, later a well-known Lviv lawyer (Vytanovych, 1954).

K. Pankivskyi studied at home, then at one of Lviv’s public schools, educational institute
of St. Mykola, which was headed by his father, later at the branch of the Academic Gymnasi-
um in Lviv. From 1911 he became a member of Plast. In 1915 — 1918 he served in the Austri-
an army, fought on the fronts of the First World War. He then studied law in Vienna and at the
Faculty of Law at Charles University in Prague (1920 — 1924). He was an active participant
in the Ukrainian student life and headed the student organization “Ukrainian Gradual Youth
Group”. He studied under the guidance of the famous Ukrainian scholar-lawyer S. Dnistrian-
skyi. In 1924 he received his law degree and soon returned to Lviv (Poizdnyk, 2011, p. 54;
Pankivskyi, 1965, pp. 134-135).

In Lviv, K. Pankivsky worked for several years as an assistant to his uncle, lawyer Stepan
Fedak, who headed the Committee for Assistance to Political Prisoners (Pankivskyi, 1965,
p. 136). Even then, he witnessed lawsuits by the Polish authorities over Ukrainian nation-
alists who fought for the revival of Ukrainian statehood. Subsequently, K. Pankivskyi was
an assistant to the well-known lawyer Volodymyr Starosolskyi, who often had to defend
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Ukrainians — members of underground organizations. Since 1930 he started legal activity as
an independent lawyer (Pankivskyi, 1965, p. 136). His office was located on ul. 26 Charnet-
skyi Street (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 23).

Therefore, in the 1930s, the development of K. Pankivskyi’s legal activity occurred. His
cases can be divided into three categories: 1) political, 2) corporate, 3) private. It was at this
time that he had to defend in courts the persons accused of anti-state activity, members of
the Organizations of Ukrainian Nationalists and the Communist Party of Western Ukraine.
The trials against members of the OUN were especially remembered by K. Pankivskyi, who
did not tolerate nationalist ideology. No wonder V. Kubiiovych, who worked closely with
K. Pankivskyi within the framework of the Ukrainian Central Committee (1941 — 1945),
called him a “liberal” (Kubiiovych, 2000, p. 148). K. Pankivskyi himself asserted that he
always tried to take a neutral position between the socialists and the nationalists. While be-
ing a student in Prague, he became familiar with socialist and nationalist ideas and groups.
“I did not attach to either group, but stood in the middle with a slight deviation to the left,
although organizationally I was never a socialist,” he later recalled (Pankivskyi, 1965, p. 134).
In Prague, K. Pankivskyi was staying with his relative, a convinced Social Democrat lawyer
Dr. Roman Dombchevskyi, who had worked for the UNR Diplomatic Mission in Czechoslova-
kia. He introduced K. Pankivskyi to the secretary of the mission, Olgerd Ipolyt Bochkovskyi,
also a Social Democrat. Under the influence of these two personalities, the outlook of a fu-
ture lawyer was formed. R. Dombchevskyi and O. 1. Bochkovskyi were supporters of political
ideology and struggle, which would be based on moral grounds, and therefore rejected terror
and violence as a means of struggle. At the same time, being committed to the ideas of social-
ism, they had a deep sense of the national idea, and therefore strongly opposed Bolshevism and
fascism. The views of these two intellectuals certainly influenced K. Pankivskyi. He recalled:
“I learned to appreciate the ideas they lived on. They are largely indebted to the consolidation
of my socio-political worldview, and in particular the conviction throughout my life that the
powerful values of liberal democracy are far more worthwhile than the brutality of totalitar-
ian tyranny, whether by the Bolsheviks or nationalists. Regardless of their influence on me,
I always had my own opinion on things. I understood that political life and political action are
guided not only by cold reason and logic, but largely by feelings and emotions, and often by
intuition. In our discussions, we already stated at that time that we, as a nation, are prone to day-
dreaming, symbols that are an expression of the irrational page of our national psychology. So
while I was critical of our nationalism in its beginnings and overcome its manifestations, which
seemed to me unhealthy and harmful, yet [ had an understanding and at least tried to understand
the motives of those effective manifestations” (Pankivskyi, 1965, pp. 134-35).

Therefore, K. Pankivskyi’s attitude towards the radical activities of the Ukrainian nation-
alists was largely offensive. Noting their positive role in the fight against Soviet philosophy
and in raising the national spirit, he also noted the negative aspects of their activities, refer-
ring primarily to the terror that targeted not only the representatives of the Polish authorities,
but also those Ukrainians who sought understanding with the Polish authorities. He was
particularly struck by the OUN’s killings of two OUN members in the spring of 1935 — stu-
dents Mariia Kovaliuk and Volodymyr Melnyk. Moreover, the killing of the latter took place
not far from K. Pankivskyi’s apartment on Charnetskyi Street in Lviv, so the lawyer saw this
assassination with his own eyes (Pankivskyi, 1965, p. 141).

Despite his political views, he took a professional approach to the protection of arrested
OUN members. As early as 1932, K. Pankivskyi was involved as one of the lawyers in the
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defense of members of the Ukrainian military organization M. Mostenchuk and B. Pash-
kevych (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 13, p. 1-6). In December 1932, K. Pankivskyi, together
with Stepan Shukhevych, defended the OUN fighter Dmytro Danylyshyn in court. It is known
that, together with D. Danylyn, other members of the OUN appeared on the dock: V. Bilas,
M. Zhurakivskyi, and Z. Kossak. V. Bilas’s lawyers were V. Starosolskyi and M. Maritchak,
Z. Kossak’s lawyer — M. Hlushkevych, M. Zhurakivskyi’s — L. Hankevych. In the Polish
judiciary in 1931 — 1934 there was the practice of so-called “arrogant”, that is, fast courts — if
the criminals were caught rapidly and there was no doubt in their guilt. They were carried
out without investigation, and sentenced within a month after the crime. The lawyers who
defended the OUN fighters in December 1932 could not deny their client’s involvement in
the attack on the Horodok post office (prosecutors had unquestionable evidence), so they
set out to at least move the case from brazen to ordinary court and thus save the boys from
the death penalty. However, these attempts proved unsuccessful; D. Danylyshyn, V. Bilas,
M. Zhurakivskyi were sentenced to death penalty (the latter of which was later pardoned by
the President of Poland, Ignacy Moscicki) (Posivnych, 2017, pp. 120-121).

Next time K. Pankivskyi had to become a member defender of the OUN on the well-
known “Lviv trial” in 1936. This trial was a continuation of the “Warsaw trial” (1935) over
members of the OUN Regional Executive S. Bandera, R. Shukhevych and others who were
accused of murdering Polish Interior Minister Bronislaw Peratsky (1934). In court in Lviv,
K. Pankivskyi defended Yaroslav Makarushka and Oleksandr Pashkevych. It was there that
he met Yaroslav Stetsko, who later — in early July 1941 — when organizing the Ukrainian
government, invited K. Pankivskyi to become Deputy Minister of the Interior (Pankivskyi,
1970, p. 44). In total, the Ounists were defended by 12 best Ukrainian lawyers in Eastern
Halychyna at the “Lviv trial”.

The same year, a group of OUN members (Dmytro Pelyp, Mykhailo Bohush, Teodor
Chornyi, Danylo Feleshchak) was convicted, who operated in the village of Gole Ravske of
Rava-Ruska County. They received different sentences. In particular, T. Chornyi was sen-
tenced to 3 years in prison. While serving his sentence, he fell ill and asked the court to
give him a break from serving his sentence for treatment. It was K. Pankivskyi who dealt
with this case in the summer of 1938 (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 8, p. 1-9 v.). Since 1936,
K. Pankivskyi has been involved in the case of Ya. Rak, who was prosecuted for belonging to
the OUN (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, C. 9, pp. 1-12). In 1937, the lawyer participated in the de-
fense of OUN members V. Gotts, V. Zelenyi and D. Mark, who were charged with anti-state
activity in the Lviv District Court (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, C. 11, pp. 1-10).

In the summer of 1939, K. Pankivskyi again took up the defense of OUN members. This
time, in Lviv City Court he represented an appeal against the case of convicted in Chortkiv,
students of the Ukrainian Gymnasium of the “Ridna Shkola” Society of Ivan Zapotochnyi
and Stepan Vorokh, who were accused of involvement in the OUN. These high school stu-
dents were detained on 12 — 13 May 1939 by Polish police and, after searches, found their
nationalist literature: the OUN Decalogue, “12 Principles of the Ukrainian Nationalist”, and
a part of “Resolutions of the Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists” (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1,
c. 9, pp. 1-3 v.). On 24 July 1939, the court of Chortkiv sentenced them to a year and a half
of imprisonment. Instead, another high school student, Mykola Zubyk, who also had illegal
literature, was acquitted by the court (CSHAUL, f. 374, p. 1, c. 9, p. 6-8). Stepan Vorokh’s
lawyer, Volodymyr Elektorovych appealed to K. Pankivskyi to file an appeal in Lviv city
court. The main grounds for appeal were the following aspects: 1) S. Vorokh’s affiliation to
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the OUN was not proved; 2) only “12 foundations of the Ukrainian nationalist” were found
in S. Vorokh’s apartment, which, according to his confession, he received from an unknown
person and copied through a tracing paper (for this he was justly found guilty under Article
154 Part 2 of the Criminal Code and sentenced to 8 months); 3) S. Vorokh strongly denied
his affiliation with the OUN both during the investigation and during the trial; 4) police
witnesses that they had confidential information that there was an organized OUN group
among the students of the 4th grade of the gymnasium of the Ukrainian Pedagogical Soci-
ety “Ridna Shkola” in Chortkiv, but they could not prove that it belonged to S. Vorokh and
1. Zapotochnyi; 5) the court in Chortkiv, based solely on the fact that S. Vorokh had illegal
literature, concluded that the defendant was a member of the OUN as a valid member. But the
third accused, Mykola Zubyk, had also illegal literature, but he was released from custody;
6) it should be borne in mind that he was a young man (17 years old) and has not yet been
punished, and had kept and copied illegal literature rather out of his awareness of punitive
consequences. Therefore, K. Pankivskyi had to seek a suspended sentence (CSHAUL, f. 374,
d. 1, ¢c. 9, pp. 16-17). The case review of S. Vorokh was due to take place on 22 September
1939 (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, ¢. 9, p. 18-18 v.), but it was at that time that the German-Polish
war was in full swing, so K. Pankivskyi most likely was not able to do this.

In addition, K. Pankivskyi often had to appear in courts of varying degrees as a lawyer for
persons accused of belonging to the Communist Party of Western Ukraine (CPWU). In 1931,
Polish police arrested several dozen members of the Komsomol of Western Ukraine and the
Communist Party. At the great trial in Lviv, K. Pankivskyi defended Communist writer Volo-
dymyr Shaian (Pankivskyi, 1965, p. 67; CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, ¢. 7, pp. 1-40). By the way,
in the process K. Pankivskyi met a well-known Jewish lawyer, Dr. Leib Landau, whom he
described as “a person of high personal culture, a prominent lawyer and a brilliant speaker”.
Subsequently, during the Nazi occupation, L. Landau, who was called “The Great Leib” by
Lviv lawyers, headed Judenrat in Lviv and often collaborated with K. Pankivskyi, head of the
Ukrainian Regional Committee (Pankivskyi, 1965, p. 67).

From January to November 1932, K. Pankivskyi was one of the lawyers who defended
46 members of the CPWU (a group led by Demian Polekh and Leonid Tsymbaliuk). In par-
ticular, his client was Serhii Voloshyniuk. The accused communists acted in the Kremenets
and Gorokhiv districts of the Volyn Voivodeship (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 2, pp. 1-2).
They were accused of having joined the CPWU and being its members from 1925 up to the
time of arrest on the territory of Gorokhiv, Lutsk and Kremenets counties, collecting their
weapons and ammunition reserves, electing to dismantle the Constitution established by the
Constitution by way of rebellion, to detach Volyn from Poland (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 2,
pp. 2-3). It is important that S. Pankivskyi’s client S. Voloshaniuk did not admit to belonging
to the CPWU. From 1928 he was a member and later head of the county committee of the
Selrob-Unity party in Gorokhiv. In the autumn of 1929, one of the leading members of the
CPWU, Volodymyr Zhyhailo, invited him to join the CPWU, but S. Voloshaniuk disagreed
(CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 2, p. 46).

On 23 November 1936, the case of 15 people accused of belonging to communist
organizations began in the Lviv District Court. Four defendants (Mykhailo Smut, Ivan Bzdel,
Dmytro Mot, Andrii Stroivas) were defended by K. Pankivskyi. His wards were charged
under Article 97 § 1 of the Criminal Code of Poland (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, ¢c. 4, p. 1). They
were arrested in December 1935, living in the villages of Verkhrat and Mryhlody (Rava-Rus-
ka County). Ivan Bzdel had a pseudo “Red”, and A. Stroivas — “Galatsis”. They were accused
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of the belonging to the Communist Union of Youth of Western Ukraine (CSHAUL, f. 374,
d. 1, c. 4, pp. 1 v—2 v.). In general, they were accused of communist agitation, secret meet-
ings, the spread of illegal literature, propaganda of communism, and holding rallies.

Quite often K. Pankivskyi was engaged in protection of business rights of corporate cli-
ents. As early as 1930, he brought the case of the “Dobrobut” Co-operative against the com-
munity of the city of Gorokhiv regarding the terms of the contract between them (CSHAUL,
f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 2). In 1938, K. Pankivskyi represented the interests of the Ukrainian
Society for Assistance to the Disabled (USAD) (chairman — Semen Ukrainets), who pleaded
with Earl Oleksandr Zalesskyi. The latter rented an apartment from the society on 48 Potot-
skyi Street in Lviv. The agreement between them was made on 1 November 1932 and the
tenant had to pay 250 PLN monthly (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 12—13). However, over
time, he owed a considerable amount. K. Pankivskyi developed a draft agreement between
USAD and the debtor, according to which A. Zalesskyi had to pay the company 700 PLN,
but with monthly installments (100 PLN each), starting from April 1938 (CSHAUL, f. 374,
d. 1 c. 28, pp. 5-7).

K. Pankivskyi represented the interests of the Ukrainian Cooperative Bank, headed by
S. Fedak in debt cases. As of 2 February 1938, there were 63 such cases (CSHAUL, f. 374,
d.1,c.18,p.25). InAugust 1937, the “Social Craft” Co-operative (Lviv) granted K. Pankivskyi
the power to represent it in all cases of procedural, execution, and indisputable matters,
which he would pursue in the courts and authorities as plaintiff and defendant. In November
1937, K. Pankivskyi was granted the same authority by the Women'’s Industrial Union “Trud”
(a cooperative with limited liability) in Lviv (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 19, pp. 4-5).

The lawyer had to lead the legal affairs of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. Thus, he
was engaged in a contract of employment between the Greek Catholic Metropolitan Chapter
in Lviv on the one hand, and the entrepreneurs Joseph Eck and David Stein on the other one.
The Chapter leased an area of tree on two parcels of soil on Gorodotskyi Street. The contract
was concluded on one year dated 1 July 1927. For rent, entrepreneurs had to pay $ 200 per year
in two installments — 1 July and 1 October 1927 (CSHAUL, f. 374, p. 1, c. 18, pp. 14-15 v.).
Unfortunately, given the lack of documentary sources, the periphery of this case remains
unknown.

At the same time, K. Pankivskyi conducted many private cases. Thus, he was a lawyer
in the business case of Petro Maksymovych (August 1933) (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 18,
p. 4). In April 1934, in Lviv City Court, K. Pankivskyi acted as defendant’s representative
of Abraham Gotholz, who was in Belgium at that time. He was sued by the community of
Lviv for not paying the rent quota of 903 PLN 30 gr. K. Pankivskyi managed to defend the
interests of his client and agreed to pay the quota only in the amount of 400 PLN (CSHAUL,
f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 8). In May 1937 he brought the case of Stefania Terletska against Hry-
horii Terletskyi on the failure to pay alimony (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 9). In October
of that year, K. Pankivskyi represented in court the interests of Strezhakova in the completion
of her house (roof and chimneys) by builders who, due to unknown circumstances, failed
to fulfill their obligations (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 23). He later defended the well-
known politician and historian Dr. Matvii Stakhiv with his wife, who rented the apartment
but refused to pay the increased rent (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 18, p. 26).

K. Pankivskyi’s home archive kept numerous letters from persons known in Halychyna,
including the writer Katria Hrynevycheva. In a letter dated 21 November 1937, she asked
not to involve her as a witness in one of the cases (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 28, p. 1).
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K. Pankivskyi was also approached by members of T. Shevchenko Scientific Society (SSS) to
protect their dignity. In particular, he represented the interests of Slavic philologist Kostian-
tyn Chekhovych, who was allegedly insulted by a well-known church historian and teacher,
Mykola Chubatyi, at one of the SSS meetings. The letter of M. Chubatyi to K. Pankivskyi of
28 December 1937 was preserved, in which the historian assured that he did not remember
the expressions he had made to K. Chekhivskyi and requested that the latter be given the
following: “I do not mean that I did anything offensive to Chekhovych at the SSS meeting,
but if Chekhovych is offended by some of my imprudent words, so I apologize for it. [ highly
appreciate Mr. K. Chekhovych as a famous scholar and quick literary critic, as a man of great
tact, a disciplined and compliant figure on the territory of our institutions, and in particular,
as a person well deserved in the fight against the Drahomani and socialist-radical worldview.
For this reason, as a Catholic, I would not knowingly offend Mr. K. Chekhovych” (CSHAUL,
f.374,d. 1, c. 39, pp. 11-11 v.). However, K. Chekhovych did not grant such an apology, so
in M. Chubatyi’s letter to K. Pankivskyi he assured the lawyer that he would act in accord-
ance with the statute of SSS (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, ¢. 39, p. 12). A letter from Natali Sema-
niuk from Vorokhta, a client of K. Pankivskyi, dated 23 February 1935, thanking her lawyer
for his work, has been preserved (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 35, p. 6).

K. Pankivskyi’s contacts with his lawyer colleagues in Halychyna were extensive. It
should be noted that K. Pankivskyi was a member of the non-governmental organization
“Union of Ukrainian Lawyers” (UUL). This professional law organization was established in
May 1923 in Lviv on the initiative of S. Fedak, V. Okhrymovych, Ya. Olesnytskyi, L. Han-
kevych and other well-known lawyers. For the first time it was headed by S. Fedak (Petriv,
2002, p. 101). In 1932, K. Pankivskyi, along with other well-known Ukrainian lawyers, be-
came a member of the Board of Directors of the UUL (Petriv, 2002, p. 102). Later, he acted
as the cashier of this organization, monitored the revenues, expenses, kept the relevant doc-
umentation. Dozens of checks, bills, receipts and other financial documents of the UUL for
1934 — 1939 were stored in his home archive (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 21, pp. 1-55). The
UUL published the journal “Life and Law”, in which K. Pankivskyi published an article in
1938 on the responsibilities of the UUL members (Pankivskyi, 1938).

K. Pankivskyi was a member of the Chamber of lawyers in Lviv. This organization
operated on the basis of self-government. However, after the change in legislation in 1935,
its powers were limited. Thus, the composition of the lawyer’s court has since been appoint-
ed by the Initial Bar Council in Warsaw. However, it took into account the position of the
Lviv Bar. The authority of the UUL was high, so its position was taken into account in the
Chamber of lawyers. Thus, in the spring of 1938, on the proposal of the UUL, the disciplinary
judges of the Chamber of lawyers in Lviv were appointed L. Hankevych, O. Syvuliak and
K. Pankivskyi, and V. Starosolskyi in the Initial court in Warsaw. It was during his work in
the disciplinary court that K. Pankivskyi met Polish lawyer Leopold Teshnar, who headed
the Polish Relief Committee in Lviv during the Nazi occupation and worked closely with
K. Pankivskyi (Pankivskyi, 1965, pp. 65—66).

K. Pankivskyi was addressed by his colleagues from different counties in Eastern Hal-
ychyna with various legal issues. They were not able to file certain cases in Lviv courts,
and therefore asked K. Pankivskyi to do that. Thus, on 16 April 1934, a lawyer from Sokal,
Dr. B. Tchaikovskyi, asked K. Pankivskyi to act as a defense counsel for Ivan Malitskyi in
Lviv court. In November of that year, he asked K. Pankivskyi to represent the community
of the village Zboiska in an appeal in Lviv District Court. He repeatedly made the same
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request during 1935 — 1936. At the same time he sent a fee from 10 to 70 zt. (CSHAUL,
f. 374, d. 1, c. 39, pp. 1-9). In September 1937, a lawyer from Belz Ilia Salahub addressed
to K. Pankivskyi with a similar request. In June and September 1939, a lawyer from Sambir,
Ivan Rohutskyi, wrote to K. Pankivskyi, requesting to represent Drohobych Yosyp Hevryk in
court (CSHAUL, f. 374, d. 1, c. 35, pp. 1-2, 5).

The Conclusions. Thus, since 1930, the lawyer K. Pankivskyi started his own law
practice in Lviv. His cases can be divided into three categories: 1) political, 2) corporate,
3) private. In particular, he distinguished himself as a defender of those accused of “politi-
cal offenses” — participants of the UMO, OUN, KPWU, Komsomol of Western Ukraine. At
the same time, K. Pankivskyi was actively involved in the work of the Chamber of lawyers
and the Union of Ukrainian Lawyers in Lviv. During his work, he gained a good reputation
among colleagues (including Jews and Poles) and clients and was considered one of the best
Ukrainian lawyers in Eastern Halychyna (together with S. Shukhevych, S. Fedak, V. Staro-
solskyi). The prolonged legal practice in the 1930s created the personal and public founda-
tion that enabled K. Pankivskyi to prove himself as a public and political figure during the
difficult years of the Second World War and the post-war period.
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