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TERRITORIAL, ADMINISTRATIVE SPACE OF DROHOBYCHYNA
IN THE 40-ies — 50-ies OF THE XXth CENTURY

Summary. The purpose of the research — to trace the establishment and changes in the administra-
tive and territorial structure of Drohobychyna in the 1940-ies and 1950-ies, when the Soviet system was
established, restored and approved in the region, to determine the factors and the consequences of the
territorial transformations. The methodology of the research is based on the principles of historicism,
systematicity, scientificity, verification, the author's objectivity, a moderate narrative constructivism,
as well as the use of the general scientific (analysis, synthesis, generalization) and the special histor-
ical (historicalgenetic, historicaltypological, historicalsystemic) methods. The scientific novelty — for
the first time a comprehensive study of the transformation of the administrative, territorial space of
Drohobych region in the Soviet time has been investigated. It has been illustrated that the adminis-
trative, territorial space of Drohobych region was a manifestation of the socio-political systems that
were established in the region. The decisive factor was the status of the Western Ukrainian lands.
The entry of Drohobychyna into the UkrSSR and the USSR caused the change in the administrative,
territorial structure, which wasthe Second Commonwealth and the establishment of the Soviet model.
Conclusions. The administrative-territorial space of Drohobych region was the manifestation of the
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socio-political systems that were established in the region. The defining status of the Ukrainian lands
was decisive. The entry of Drohobych region into the UkrSSR and the USSR led to the change in the
administrativeterritorial structure of the region, which was during the Second Commonwealth and the
establishment of the Soviet model. The administrativeterritorial transformations began in 1939-1941,
when the first Sovietyzation of the region took place, and continued during the postwar years. The re-
gion lost some of its historic territory, and the local population was subject to a forced resettlement t.
The local traditions, aspirations and hopes of the people were not taken into account, which not only
changed the face of the border area but also caused the numerous human tragedies. The next transfor-
mations coincide with the era of M. Khrushchov's reforms. The consolidation of the individual admin-
istrative units, which lacked the sufficient scientific justification, led to the elimination of some districts
initially and later of Drohobych region itself. Soviet Drohobych region became thepart of Lviv region.

Key words: Drohobychyna, region, district, administrative, territorial structure, resettlement, the
Soviet system.

TEPUTOPIAJIBHO-AJIMIHICTPATUBHUM ITPOCTIP IPOTOGUYYAHA
B 40-Bi — 50-Ti pp. XX cT.

Anomauia. Mema 00cnioxiceHHss — npoCiiOKY8amu 6CMAHOBNIEHHS Ma 3MIHU 6 AOMIHICIMpPamueé-
Ho-mepumopianvHomy ycmpoi [[pocoouyuunu 6 40-6i — 50-mi pp. XX cm., konu y kpai écmanognrosa-
nacs, 8iOH0GNI06aNAC MA YMBEPONHCYBANAC PAOAHCHKA CUCIEMA, GUSHAYUMUY YUHHUKY | HACTIOKU me-
pumopianerux mpancpopmayii. Memooonozia 00CAiOHcCeHHA CnUPAcmMbCsl HA NPUHYUNU ICIOPUIMY,
cucmemMHoOCmi, HayKogocmi, eepuikayii, asmopcokoi 00 €KmueHoCni, NOMIPKOBAHO20 HAPAMUBHO2O
KOHCMPYKMUGI3MY, a MAKOIC 1A BUKOPUCTNAHHSA 3aA2aTIbHONAYKOBUX (AHANT3, CUHME3, Y3a2abHeHHs) ma
cneyianbHo-icmopudHux  (icmopuko-eeHemuytull, iCMmopuKo-munoIo2iuHull, CMOPUKO-CUCITIEMHULL)
memoodis. Haykosa nogusna noiseac y momy, uwjo énepuie KOMIIEKCHO 00CTIONCYEMbCA MPAHCHop-
Mayis a0MinicmpamueHo-mepumopianbho2o npocmopy [po2odbuysvkoi obracmi 3a padsaHCobKux 4acie.
Tokaszano, wo aominicmpamusno-mepumopiansrutl npocmip JIpocobuuyunu 6yé nposeom Cychiio-
HO-NOMTMUYHUX CUCTeM, SKI 6CIMAHOBNI0BANUCS 8 pe2ioHi. Busnauanenum 6ye beszdepoicasnuti cmamyc
3axiOHoyKpaincokux zemens. Bxoodocenna Jlpocodbuyyunu oo cxkaady YPCP i CPCP, symoseuno sminy
aominicmpamugrHo-mepumopiansro2o yempoio uacig Il Peui [Tocnonumoi i écmanoeénents mooeni pa-
OsHCbK020 3paska. Bucnoexku. Aominicmpamuseno-mepumopianvui mpancgopmayii va [poeobuuuuni
posnouanuca 6 1939 — 1941 pp., konu eiobysanacsa nepuia padsauizayia pe2iony, i npooo8x*Cy8anucs
V no8oeHHi poxu. Pezion empamus yacmuny co€i icmopuunoi mepumopiil, HaceneHHs niodasanlocs
npumycosum nepecenenusam. He epaxosysanucsa micyesi mpaouyii, npacnenns ma cnooiganus aooel,
wWo He MinbKu 3MIHULO 00IUYYSA NPUKOPOOHHOI 301U, ate Ul NPU3BeNo 00 YUCIEHHUX TI0OCLKUX mpaze-
oiil. Yepeosi mpancopmayii' 30icaiomucs 3 eporo pepopm Xpyuwoscovkoi 00ou. YxkpynuenHs okpemux
AOMIHICMPAMUBHUX OOUHUYD, SIKe He MA0 OOCAMHLO20 HAYKOBO20 OOTPYHIMYEAHHS, CAPUYUHUIO JITK-
8i0ayiro cnoYamxy oKpemux patiouis, a nisuiwe i camoi /[poeobuyvkoi obnacmi. [{pocobuuuuna cmana
yacmunoro Jlvsiecvkoi obnacmi.

Knrwuosi cnosa: [[pocoduyuuna, odonacmo, pailoH, aOMIHICMPAMueHo-mepumopiaioHuil YCmpit,
nepecenenis, padsancoka cucmemda.

The problem statement. Nowadays a local history is becoming increasingly
relevant. Covering the issues on regionalism, it is important to determine the features of
the administrative, territorial space. After all, it reflects the essence of the socio-political,
economic and social realities at the certain historical stages. Without taking into account the
historical experience, it is impossible to carry out the administrative and territorial reform
successfully in modern Ukraine. We must get rid of the legacy of the Soviet era. The analysis
of the historical lessons will allow us to take into account as many as possible local features,
interests of the individual communities and people.

The analysis of sources and recent researches. The issues of administrative and territorial
structure are dealt with by the scientists of different directions. Among the historical studies
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we'd like to elucidate the works of Ya. Vermenych, in which the administrative territorial
system in Ukraine is substantiated as a scientific problem, the practice of reforming the
administrative territorial systemis analysedin Ukraine in the twentieth century (Vermenych,
2001, 2014). The territorial changes that took place as the result of the Ukrainian-Polish
border, being established in the first post-war years, are considered in the works of
1. Kozlovskyi, Yu. Soroka (Kozlovskyi, 1998; Soroka, 2011). V. Kyslyi and R. Melnyk
analyses the scale of the resettlement actions in the context of the changes in the borders and
territories (Kyslyi, 2009; Melnyk, 2010). There is no separate study on the transformation of
the administrativeterritorial space of Drohobych region during the Soviet time.

The purpose of the research — to trace the establishment and changes in the administrative
and territorial structure of Drohobych region in the 1940-ies and 1950-ies, when the Soviet
system was established, restored and approved; to determine the factors and consequences of
the territorial transformations.

Statement of the basic material. In Drohobych region the territorial space of the
Soviet model began to form with the establishment of the Soviet system in 1939 — 1941. In
December 1939, a new administrativeterritorial division was introduced, which envisaged the
creation of six regionsin Western Ukraine instead of four provinces: Lviv, Drohobych, Volyn,
Stanislav, Ternopil, and Rivne. The Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR, issued on December 27, 1939, stated that Drohobych became the center of Drohobych
region. It consisted of Drohobych, Zhydachiv, Stryi, Rudky, Mostyska, Peremyshl, Liskiv,
Turka, Sambir, and Dobromylcounty(povit). The Liskivskyi district included the villages
of Dobryanka, Rustykalna, Dobroshlyakhetska, Volia-Kretsovska, Tyryava WVoloska,
Semushova, Tyryava Solna, Holuchkiv, Rakova, Lyshnya, Mezhybrod, Vilkhivtsi, Vuiske,
Bykivtsi and Zaluzh of the former Sianotskyicounty(povit).The villages of Bartkivka,
Pavlokoma, Dibrovka-Stara, Dyltsoav, Siedlyska, Volodz, Poremby, Hrushuvka, Yablonytsa-
Ruska and Ulluch of the former Bzozovskyi county joined Dobromylskyi county (Decree of
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of December 4, 1939 «On the formation of
Volyn, Drohobych, Lviv, Rivne, Stanislav and Tarnopol regions within the Ukrainian SSR»).

Drobochyna becomes a border zone. To the new state border between the USSR and
Germany, which was defined by the treaty of friendship and the border between these
states, signed in Moscow on September 28, 1939, adjoined Liskiv and Dobromil districts of
Drohobych region (Serhiichuk, 2001, p. 147). Although the treaty stated that «after the collapse
of the former Polish state, the Government of the USSR and the German Government have
the task of restoring peace and order in this territory and providing the peoples living there
with a peaceful existence that is in accordance with their national peculiarities» (German-
Soviet treaty on friendship and the border between the USSR and Germany). This was not
true; only the geopolitical interests of these states were taken into account, not the hopes and
aspirations of the population.

At the beginning of January, the next stage of unification of the administrativeterritorial
division of the newly created territories took place. On January 17, 1940, the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR adopted the resolution on the abolition of counties
and the division into districts. There were 30 districts in Drohobych region: Birchanskyi,
Boryslavskyi, it existed until August 15, 1940, Vysotskivskyi, since 1940 it was named
Borynskyi, Dobromylskyi, Drohobychskyi, Dublianskiy, Zhydachivskyi, Zhuravnenskyy,
Komarnivskyi, Krukenytskyi, Lavochnyanskyi, since40 its name is Slavskyi, Liskivskyi,
Medenytskyi, Medykivskyi, Mykolaivskyi, Mostyskyi, Novo-Strilchanskyi, Peremyshlskyi,
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Pidbuzhskyi, Rudkivskyi, Sambirskyi, Skolivskyi, Staro-Sambirskyi, Stryiskyi, Strilkivskyi,
Sudovo-Vyshnianskyi, Turkivskyi, Ustryk-Dolnyvskyi (Nyzhnyo-Ustrytskyi), Khyrivskyy,
Khodorivskyy. The cities of Boryslav, Drohobych, Lviv, Przemysl, Sambir, Stryi
weresubordinatedirectly to Drohobych Regional Executive Committee (This day in recent
history...).

Within the new administrativeterritorial units the party-state, repressivepower structures
were created. The territorialadministrative system and its redevelopment were connected
with the needs of management, the implementation of radyanyzatsiya in the region. But any
change at that time, which had, first and foremost, to have a significant propaganda effect,
to convince of the advantages of the Soviet system. In the newspaper «The Free Ukraine»
it was emphasized: «The administrativeterritorial organization, the region in our country
plays a very important role in all socialist construction ... The experience of the existence
of the regions in the Soviet Union has shown that they contribute to the cultivation and
promotion of thousands of new people, without any help to the great cause of communismy»
(New regions of the USSR). In fact, the people were directed to the party-state work from the
whole territory of the USSR. In the autumn of 1939 597 people were sent to Drohobych for
the party-state work (Popp, 2005, p. 177).

The German occupation of Drohobychyna, which lasted from June 1941 till August-
September 1944, changed the territorialadministrative status of the region.

The reconstruction, the establishment and the refinement of the post-war borders between
the USSR and Poland, which resulted from the diplomatic negotiations and the conclusion
of the Soviet-Polish treaties, caused the new territorial and administrative transformations in
the region.In March 1945 Poland departed: Birchany district with the district center Bircha,
Liskivskyi district with the district center Lisko, the western part of Przemysl district with
the town of Przemysl.Instead of Przemysl district Nyzhankovychi district was formed. The
territorial area of Drohobych region was defined by the administrative centres, the urban and
rural settlements. The urban settlements included cities and towns, therural settlements — the
villages, farms and small villages.But this space was filled by people. During all the territorial
changes the desire and hopes of the ordinary citizens, and the personal factor were not
taken into account.There was a forced resettlement of the population. Most people did not
accept the changes, they were indignant and did not want to leave their native lands, to leave
their property, earned by hard work.There were even cases of resistance. But the repressive
actions of the authorities did not give a chance to the ordinary people. The entire families
had to settle in the unknown places, which radically changed their living space. According to
Kyslyi'sestimates from Liskivskyi district 8681 families (32211 people) were resettled, from
Peremyshlskyi district — 16222 families (64506 people) in 1944 — 1946 (Kyslyi, 2009, p. 382).

At the beginning of October 1945, 27 districts, 672 village councils, 17 cities,
1,100 villages, 7 farrm villages were established in the territory of Drohobych region.
The work of a large number of small districts and village councils were driven by the
Soviet system's struggle against the OUN and the UPA, which was active in this territory.
After all, the Soviet punitive and repressive bodies were formed according to the
administrativeterritorial principle; at that time 27 chiefs of the RV NKVS and 27 chiefs
of the RV NKDB worked in the region, and in 17 cities there were the corresponding city
departments (Ilnytskyi, 2015, p. 25).

By the decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the UkrSSR of May 5, 1946,
the farm village of Shotustvo of Bitlyanska village council, was renamed into Dibrova;

162 CxioHoegponeticvkull icmopudnutl gicHux. Bun. 12,2019



Territorial, administrative space of Drohobychyna in the 40-ies — 50-ies of the XXth century

the village of Botelka Vizhnya was renamed into Verkhnya and Botelko-Vyzhnyanska
village council was renamed into of Verkhnyanska, etc. In general, the changes in the
names were both fundamental and insignificant. In particular, the village of Anberg
became Nahirne, and the village of Baranchytsi became —Baranivtsi (Reiestr naselenykh
punktiv Lvivshchyny, 2003, p. 8). Officially, this was done «in order to preserve the
historical names and to clarify and streamline the existing names of the village councils
and settlements» (Decree of the Presidium of Verkhovna Radaof the UkrSSR on the
preservation of historical names and clarification of the existing names of the village
councils and settlements in Drohobych region).

On September 1, 1946, Drohobych region had an area of 10.4 thousand square km, there
were 4 towns of the regional subordination: Drohobych, Boryslav, Sambir, Stryi; there were
13 cities of the district subordination: Dobromyl, Zhydachiv, Komarne, Mykolaiv, Mostyska,
Nyzhni-Ustryky, Rudky, Skole, Staryi Sambir, SudovaVyshnya, Turka, Khyriv, Khodoriv;
there were 27 rural districts: Borynskyi, Dobromylskyi, Drohobytskyi, Dublyanskyi,
Zhydachivskyi, Zhuravnenskyi, Krukenytskyi, Komarnivskyi, Medykivskyi, Medenytskyi,
Mykolayivskyi, Mostyskyi, Nyzhankovytskyi, Novostrilyshchanskyi, Nyzhnyo-Ustritskyi,
Pidbuzskyi, Rudkivskyi, Sambirskyi, Starosambirskyi, Skolivskyi, Slavskyi, Stryiskyi,
Strilkivskyi, Sudovovyshnyaskyi, Turkivskyi, Khyrivskyi, Khodorivskyi, 7 urban
settlements: Medenytsa, Nyzhankovychi, Novi Strilyshcha, Rozdil, StaraSil, Skhidnytsya,
Truskavets; 672 village councils functioned. In total, there were 1139 settlements (Ukrainska
RSR. Administratyvno-terytorialnyi podil na 1 veresnia 1946 roku, 1947, pp. 133-156).
In April 1947, by the Decree of the Presidium of Verkhovna Rada of the Ukrainian SSR,
Sokolivskavillage council was eliminated with the inclusion of its territory to Lano-Sokolivska
village council, Stryiskyi district (Reiestr naselenykh punktiv Lvivshchyny, 2003, p. 6).

Since the early 50-ies of the XXth century the Soviet government began the consolidation of
the collective farms and the resettlement of the farms villages, which led to the disappearance of
such farm villages settlements in Drohobych region (up to 50 people lived in the farm villages)
and againthe traditional settlement structure and the occupation of the rural population of the
region were changed, which caused the mode of life problems (Lysak, 2009, p. 85).

After signing the agreement on the demarcation of the state border between the USSR
and the Polish Republic in April 1947, the Ukrainian population was forced to move out of
Poland again in May 1948. According to Yu. Soroka, 2658 families were evicted at that time
from 15 villages of different districts of Drohobych region, in particular: Kvasko, Paporotne
and Viisko (Dobromyl district), Medyka, Yasmanychi and Selysko (Medykivskyi district),
Staryava and Kovalyky (Nyzhankovychi district), Syrokiztsi Malhovychi and Rozhubovychi
(Mostyskyi district),Solyna, Lobizva, Ustianovo and Volia-Matskova (Nyzhnyo-Ustrytskyi
district), of which 2298, or 86.4%, were engaged in agriculture (Soroka, 2011, pp. 5-6).
According to V. Kysly's estimates, the residents of 17 villages were supposed to be resettled,
thevillages of Obshary and Liskuvate and 2293 families (8736 people) were resettled (Kuc-
nuit, 2009: 388). There are some differences in the names of the settlements. We name them
according to the settlements register of Lviv region, which was concluded by M. Horbal
(Reiestr naselenykh punktiv Lvivshchyny, 2003). In the Soviet documents (written
predominantly in Russian) of that time, some distortions are found in Ukrainian names of the
administratively territorial units.

The total land area, whichbegantobelong to Poland was 4223 hectares, 2124 hectares
of forests. There were: two railway stations — Medyka, and Ustianovo, the sections of the
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railway near Nyzhankovychi and Rava-Ruska stations, anelectric power station and two
mills, eleven churches, two cathedrals, nine schools, five clubs, and etc. All residents, who
lived in Poland, had to be registered. The right to remain had the representatives of a Polish
nationality, the mixed families, whose heads were the Poles by nationality. The citizens of a
Ukrainian nationality could remain because of an old age, illness, disability, and those who
were dependent on the relatives, who lived in Poland or were on a military service in the
Polish army (Soroka, 2011, p. 6).

During the period 1944 — 1954, when the administrative system of the USSR was changed,
the Soviet special services carefully collected the data on each region, carried out the so-
called certification of the Soviet Ukraine. The information collected was kept under the name
«completely confidential» and was declassified only in 2009. The information contained in
the passport of Drohobych region gives an opportunity to show the administrativeterritorial
space of Drohobych region in 1950. On January 1, 1950 there was the area 10153 square
km, 26 districts, which included 660 village councils. Most of the population lived in the
countryside: 220 600 people, the urban population — 699 158 people (Chekistske dosie
okupovanoi Ukrainy, 2014, pp. 730-731).

The next changes in the territorial organization of Drohobych regiontookplacein
1951.Under the terms of the treaty, which was signed in Moscow on February 15, 1951,
480 squarekm of the territory of Drohobych region were allocated to Poland, namely, the
Nyzhnyo-Ustrykivskyi district with Nyzhni Ustyryky and 27 village councils, as well
as Bystryanska, Lypetska, Mikhnovetska village councils of Strilkivskyi district and
Korostenkivska, Liskuvatenska, Nanivska, Stebnytska village councils of Khyriv district.
Officially, the Soviet-Polish exchange of the territories was explained by the «economic
gravity of these areas to the adjacent regions of the USSR and Poland» (Pron, 2009, p. 265).
The economic characteristics of the transferred territory are evaluated differently in Ukrainian
and Polish historiography. Poland received the land with functioning enterprises, the set up
infrastructure. This time, all the residents had to leave the territory, which started to belong
to Poland (Pron, 2009, p. 265).

Due to the administrativeterritorial changes of the first post-war years, the part of the
historical territorial space of Drohobych region was outside of its official borders, without
its inhabitants it changed its face. From these lands virtually disappeared the characteristic
features of any border — multiculturalism, multi-ethnicity, multilingualism, the presence of
several denominations.

The administrativeterritorial division of Drohobych region at the end of 1957 is illustrated
by the table data.

As we can see in comparison with 1946 its territory decreased by 0.7 thousand km,
decreased by three districts and by 281 village councils (Narodne hospodarstvo Drohobytskoi
oblasti, 1956, p. 7).

The administrativeterritorial structure in the Soviet period was based on the production
priorities, facilitating the system of leadership and management of theregions. Their
naturalclimatic, geographical, demographic and socio-cultural features were not taken
into account sufficiently. The new transformations were driven by another attempt
of M. Khrushchov's reforms. Their goal was the attempt to decentralize the industry
management, which required the change in the system of the territorial organization and
planning — instead of the old system of a sectoral, vertical management should be a horizontal
system of radnarhospiv (Vermenych & Androshchuk, 2014, pp. 99-100).
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The territory of thousand Towns Workers' Villages
square meters. kilometers Towns Councils

The total amount in the region 9,7 17 14 391
Boryslav 0,04 1 1 -
Drohobych 0,03 1 - -
Sambir 0,01 1 - -
Stryi 0,01 1 — —
Truskavets 0,01 1 - -
Ditricts:

Borynskyi 0,6 — 23 —
Dobromylskyi 0,4 2 — 20
Drohobytskyi 0,5 — 1 17
Dublaynskyi 0,3 — 1 17
Zhydachivskyi 0,3 1 1 14
Zhuravninskyi 0,3 — 1 12
Komarnivskyi 0,3 1 — 12
Krukenytskyi 0,2 - — 15
Medenytskyi 0,4 — 1 15
Mykolayivkyi 0,3 1 1 13
Mostyskyi 0,3 1 — 15
Nyzhankovytskyi 0,2 — 1 10
N. Strilishchanskyi' 0,2 — 1 20
Pidbuzkyi 0,5 — 1 13
Rudkivskyi 0,4 1 — 13
Sambirskyi 0,4 - — 17
Skolivskyi 0,8 1 1 14
Slavskyi. 0,7 — — 20
Starosambirskyi 0,3 1 1 15
Strilkivskyi 0,4 - — 15
Stryiskyi 0,6 — 2 20
S. Vyshnyanskyi 0,3 1 — 20
Turkivskyi 0,7 1 — 22
Khodorivskyi 0,2 1 — 15

In order to consolidate theindividual administrative units, the Decree of the Presidium of
the Verkhovna Rada of the UkrSSR of January 21, 1959 eliminated five districts of Drohobych
region: Dublyanskyi, its territory was transferred to Drohobych, Medenytskyi and Sambirskyi
districts; Zhuravnivskyi — its territories joined Zhydachivdistrict; Krukenytskyidistrict —
its territories were included into Mostyskyi, Nyzhankovychi and Sudovo-Vishnyanskyi
districts; Novostrilyshchanskyi district — its territory was included into Khodorivskyi district;
Strilkivskyidistrictwith the transfer of theterritories to Staryi Sambir district (Decree of the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR No. 55/20 of May 21, 1959 «On the liquidation
of Drohobych regiony).

On June 21, 1959, Drohobych region, which at that time included 20 districts and four
townsof aregional subordination, became the southern part of Lviv region. The industrial
enterprises of Drohobych region proceeded from the subordination of the state farm of
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Stanislav economic administrative district to the subordination of the state farm of Lviv
economic administrative district and the affairs of Drohobych region (Decree of the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR No. 55/20 of May 21, 1959 «On the liquidation of
Drohobych region»). Nowadays, it is difficult to say how expedient was the elimination of
Drohobych region. After all, Drohobych region was a self-sufficient region with a developed
industry and administrative structure, it was not justified on the economic calculations of the
need. Drohobych region disappeared from the map most likely because of the inconsistent
approach of the Soviet leadership to the problems of a regional development. On the other
hand, this led to a significant reduction of the administrative and bureaucratic apparatus.
3700 workers of the regional organizations were fired (Narysy z istorii Drohobycha, 2009,
p- 219). The premises of the closed regional institutions were transferred to schools, hospitals,
kindergartens. The former «obkom» premises started to belong to schools and hospitals.
Those premises needed to be repaired (SALR, f. 5001, d. 40, c. 40. p. 8). With the change of
the administrative status, Drohobych became a city of a regional subordination and a district
center; it retained some of the attributes of the regional center of the Soviet model, here
functioned the higher and secondary schools, a philharmonic society, a drama theater.

Conclusions. The administrative-territorial space of Drohobych region was the
manifestation of the socio-political systems that were established in the region. The defining
status of the Ukrainian lands was decisive. The entry of Drohobych region into the UkrSSR
and the USSR led to the change in the administrativeterritorial structure of the region, which
was during the Second Commonwealth and the establishment of the Soviet model. The
administrativeterritorial transformations began in 1939-1941, when the first Sovietyzation
of the region took place, and continued during the postwar years. The region lost some of its
historic territory, and the local population was subject to a forced resettlement t. The local
traditions, aspirations and hopes of the people were not taken into account, which not only
changed the face of the border area but also caused the numerous human tragedies.The next
transformations coincide with the era of M. Khrushchov's reforms. The consolidation of the
individual administrative units, which lacked the sufficient scientific justification, led to the
elimination of some districts initially and later of Drohobych region itself. Soviet Drohobych
region became thepart of Lviv region.

A perspective direction of the research is the need to illustrate the influence of Drohobych
region liquidation on the further development of the region.
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