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NECROPOLISES OF THE AUSTRRO-HUNGARIAN ARMY
IN PRECARPATHIAN DURING WORLD WAR 1

Summary. The purpose of the research is to find out the location, the place and the state of con-
servation of the burials of the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army on the territory of Precarpathian
(Ivano-Frankivsk Region) during the period of World War 1. The methodology of the research is based
on the principles of historicism, systematic and scientific approaches, objectivity, the use of general sci-
entific (analysis, synthesis, generalization) and special-historical (historical-genetic, historical-typo-
logical, historical-systematic) methods. The novelty is the classification and the substantive analysis of
the military necropolises of the Austro-Hungarian army according to certain groups have been carried
out; the changes in their architectonics (quantity, character of the location, etc.) that have taken place
over the centuries have been determined; the process of the natural burial of the fallen soldiers of the
Austro-Hungarian and other armies in the individual and group burials and in the separate sections of

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 133



Borys Savchuk, Halyna Bilavych

urban, rural, parish cemeteries at the initial stage of the war has been reconstructed, etc. Conclusions.
Thus, according to the developed model of the study, the graves at the military cemeteries in the above
mentioned territory in 1914 — 1918 and the civilian cemeteries on the grounds of the belonging of the
soldiers to the rival armies and the nationality of the soldiers are classified into two main groups:
1) common to the servicemen of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies, 2) separate, where the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Army soldiers are buried. Among them there were predominant the individual and group
burials, scattered on the fields, the private farmsteads, along the roads, and also the separate sections
in the urban and rural cemeteries. As a result of the changes (transferring, reburial, a natural and
conscious destruction, etc.) that took place over the next decades, at the beginning of the twenty-first
century there were almost no graves outside the cemetery, but in different conditions the separate
military necropolises were preserved in the urban and rural cemeteries, many of them in a miserable
condition. These necropolises require a special protection from the state. Up to date is the preparation
of the generalized fundamental works on the military necropolises of Ukraine on the basis of the results
integration of the relevant regional studies.

Key words: World War 1, Precarpathian, Austro-Hungarian army, military burial, military ceme-
tery, military necropolis, military graves.

HEKPOIIOJII ABCTPO-YTOPCBKOI APMIi JOBU
HEPLIOI CBITOBOI BIIHU HA IIPUKAPIIATTI

Anomauia. Mema 00cnioycennsn nonseac y 3°Cy8anHi 10Kanizayii, po3mauty8anus ma cmamy
30epesicents NOX08AHb B0iHIE agcmpo-yeopcvkoi apmii nepiody Ilepuioi ceimogoi 6itinu Ha mepumo-
pii Illpukapnamms (Ieéano-@panxiewuru). Memooonozia 00CAioHceHHA TPYHIMYEMbCA HA NPUHYUNAX
icmopuszmy, cucmemHocmi, HaQyKO8OCHi, 06 EKMUBHOCTIT, BUKOPUCMANHA 3020 TbHOHAYKOBUX (AHANI3,
cuHme3, y3a2aibHeHHsA) ma cneyianbHo-iCmopudHux (iCmopuko-zeHemuyHul, iCmopuKo-munonozii-
HUll, icmopuko-cucmemuuil) memooie. Hoeusna oocnioiycenns nonseac ¢ momy, wjo 30itiCHeHO Kia-
cugixayiro i npeomemHull aHaN3 GIUCHKOBUX HEKPONOJIE A8CmMpO-yeoPCbKoi apMii 3a 6U3HAYEHUMU
epynamu; 3 ’sc08aHO 3MIHU 8 IXHIll apXimeKmoHiyi (KLIbKICMb, Xapakmep po3mauly8ants mowo), wo
8100YIUCS enpOO08IC CIMONTMM; PEKOHCPYIOB8AHO NPOYeC CIMUXINIHO20 NOXOBAHHS 3A2UONUX BOIHIE
aABCMPO-y20pcvbKoi ma iHwux apmiil 8 iIHOUBIOYATbHUX | 2PYNOBUX 3AXOPOHEHHAX MA OKPeMUX OilAH-
Kax MICbKUX, CIIbCbKUX, NApapisibHux yeunmapie Ha noyamkogii cmadii iy, mowo. Bucno-
eéxu. Omoice, 32i0HO 3 PO3POONEHOI0 MOOELIO OOCTIONCEHHS, NOXOBAHHS HA BILICLKOGUX YGUHIMAPSX
xkpaio 1914 — 1918 pp. i yusinbHux K1AO0BUWAX 30 OZHAKAMU NPUHATIEHCHOCTI BOSIKIE 00 80POSYIOUUX
apmii ma 3a HAYIOHANLHICMIO G0iHI6 KAACUDIKO8AHO HA 08I OCHOGHI epynu: 1) cninvui 0 6ili-
CbKOBOCTYHCO08YI68 a8CMpo-y20pchbKoi i pocilicbkoi apmill; 2) okpemi, Oe noxogawi 3azubni ascmpo-
yeopcwvkoi apmii. Ceped HuUx nepegasicanu iHOUIOyanbHi i 2pynosi NOX08aHHA, PO3KUOAHI HA NOJAX,
NPUBAMHUX CAOUOAX, Y3008 0Opie MOWO, A MAKOXHC Y 8U2IAT OKpeMUX OIIAHOK HA MICOKUX i Cillb-
CbKUX YSUHMApsX. Ynacniook 3min (nepenecenns, nepenoxosanis, npupoone i ceioome pyuHyeans
mowo), wo 8i06YIUCI BNPOO0BIHC HACMYNHUX Oecamunimy, Ha noyamky XXI cm. noxoeans 3a mexica-
MU YGUHMAPIE Malidce He 3ATUWUTOCS, HAMOMICIb ) PI3HOMY CMaHi 30epe2nucs oKkpemi ilicbKo8i
HEeKpONoii Ha MICbKUX I CIIbCbKUX YBUHMApAX, 6azamo 3 HUX y dHcano2ionomy cmani. Lfi nexkpononi
nompebyoms 0cobaugoi oxoponu 3 60Ky depacasu. Ha uaci maxoc nio2comoexa y3a2anvH08AIbHUX
PyHOamMeHmanbHux npayb NPo GiliCbKO8L HEKPONoi Ykpainu na ocHosi inmezpayii pe3yivmamis 8io-
NOBIOHUX PEe2IOHANbHUX CIYOIlL.

Knrouosi cnosa: Ilepwia ceimosa gitina, Ilpukapnammsi, agcmpo-y20pcoKa apmisi, 8iliCbKoge noxo-
6aHHS, BILICHKOGE KIAO0BULYe, BILICbKOBUL HEKPONOb, BILICHKOGI MOSUNU.

Problem statement. World War I (the Great War) drastically changed the history of the
XXth century, it became a tragedy for millions of families. Its study is conducted on the
continental, national, regional and interdisciplinary levels and covers the socio-political,
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military, socio-economic, cultural and everyday spheres. These and other aspects accumulate
the problem of the military burials, on which there is a long-term social and scientific
discourse. The current situation in Ukraine regarding the preservation of the military graves
is characteristic of other European countries and has its own peculiarities.

The topicality of the study of the military cemeteries of 1914 — 1918 in Precarpathian (we outline
the territorial and administrative boundaries of Stanislav voyevodstvo in the 20-ies and 30-ies of the
20th century, which generally coincide with the borders of modern Ivano-Frankivsk Region) is due
to a number of factors: a) there is a general shifting of the emphasis on studying of the identified
issues at the regional level; b) the registration of graves and graveyards is mainly carried out within
the limits of the separate administrative units; c) the military burials of Ivano-Frankivsk region
have been investigated worse than in many other regions of Ukraine, although their size is not less
significant; d) their study at the «micro level» allows to show more deeply the general and special
features, the tendencies of the formation of the military necropolises of Ukraine.

The analysis of sources and recent researches. The problem stated above was not
the subject of a special scientific research, but only a fragmentary analysis done by the
ethnologists (Y. Balitska (Balitska, 2011), P. Vorobets (Vorobets, 2010), O. Kozak (Kozak,
2016), L. Orel, R. Chornenkyi, P. avrylyshyn (Orel, Chornenkyi, & Havrylyshyn, 2012)).
The analysis of their work shows that a comprehensive study of the history of the formation
and a modern state of the military memorials should be launched at the regional level, as this
creates the basis for the preparation of the generalized fundamental works.

The publication’s purpose is to find out the location, the place and the state of
conservation of the burials of the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army on the territory of
Precarpathian (Ivano-Frankivsk Region) during the period of World War 1. To achieve the
goal of the research certain problematic issues must be solved: to define the main terms
and the sources of the research; to elaborate the classification of the military burials of the
Austro-Hungarian army and to carry out their substantive analysis; to find out the changes in
the architectonics of the military burials that have taken place over the centuries.

Statement of the basic material. We use the terms «necropolisy, «cemetery» as
synonyms without going deep into the discourse on the interpretation of the above mentioned
concepts. We use the term «military necropolis» in a broad sense to refer to the burial places
of soldiers of various armies and nationalities that participated in the Great War of 1914 —
1918; the term «military cemetery» (in German — Kriegerfriedhof, in Polish — Cmentarz
wojskowy) is understood as a place of burial of different armies servicemen; the term «war
cemetery (German — Kriegsfriedhof, Polish — Cmentarz wojenny) — as a place where all the
victims of the war, the civilians and the oldiers were buried.

38 states with 1.5 billion people were involved into the Great War. Carpathian region
was in the epicenter of the East European «theater» of military activities between the Austro-
Hungarian and German armies — on the one hand, and the Russian army — on the other hand.
The general tendency has been revealed, according to which, the character and the dynamics of
the deployment and localization of the military actions in Precarpathian region as the «puzzles-
matrix» coincide with the appearance and geography of the military burials location.
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The number of the dead soldiers of the warring armies during World War I and the
number of the military cemeteries that appeared in Stanislavivshchyna after its end, can be
spoken about only conventionally. A clear insight is given by the data of 1920 on the territory
of the Lviv Austro-Hungarian military command (KuK Militirkommando Lemberg),
which included the territories of the region. According to the data, there were 610 military
cemeteries in the area from 1914 to 1919, of which 467 were individual. Among the 227 130
people buried, there were 108 220 warriors of the Austro-Hungarian army. Their remains
rested in tens of thousands of the individual and group burials (Kozak, 2016). Taking into
consideration the fact that Stanislavivshchyna was almost the third of the territory of the Lviv
Austro-Hungarian military command, we can assert that in the post-war years there were
about two hundred military cemeteries with several thousand individual and group burials.

At the initial stage of the Great War, the Austro-Hungarian army did not have a clear
doctrine regarding the burial of the dead soldiers, and when their numbers began to grow
rapidly, it became spontaneous. In the times of calm periods between the battles, therefore,
with the stabilization of the front line, comrades of arms and the rear services, on the one
hand, and the local people voluntarily or coercion, on the other hand, buried the soldiers in
their place of death or pulled the bodies to the funnels and covered them with the ground. On
the site of such sanitary graves the embankments were left, which in size corresponded to the
individual and group (brotherly) graves. The crosses were erected. Otherwise, the peasants
brought the bodies of the victims to the parish cemeteries and buried them «where the free
space wasy. Later on, this process became organized, and some sections of the military burial
grounds were established. Simultaniously, the military cemeteries were created.

The systematic ordering of the military burials in the Austro-Hungarian army began with
the creation of the Ninth Division of Military burials (the 9th Kriegsgriberabteilung) on
December 3, 1915, in the structure of the Ministry of War. The Ninth Division of Military
burials functioned until November 1, 1918. Its tasks consisted in realizing the records
of the dead, carrying out the exhumation and the reburial of the remains and designing,
erecting and equipping the military cemeteries, etc. The inspections of the military
burials (Kriegsgraberinspektion) were created in the districts under conditions of the
war. In particular, Stanislavivshchyna belonged to the Military District «Lviv» (K. und k.
Kriegsgraberinspektion des Militirkommandos Lemberg). The Inspections, the special
labor brigades (Arbeiterabteilung) were subordinated to, had the separate districts fixed.
Their competence included the issue of legal, organizational, logistical support for the
process of the creation and operation of the military cemeteries and the recording and burial
memorialization (Kozak, 2016).

In Halician governorate general, formed on the territory of the region during its transition
to the power of Russia, the functions of accounting and ordering burials of dead soldiers were
carried out by the police.

The documents from the funds of the Ivano-Frankivsk Regional State Archive give
important insights on the nature and peculiarities of the formation of the military cemeteries
of Carpathian region during the Great Battle of the architectonics. We focus on the individual
areas for the typology of this phenomenon.
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In the list made by the organs of the Russian police in June 1916 — July 1917, «The
List of graves of soldiers of the hostile army in Kosiv district», 65 burial facts (about one
hundred individual and 3 group graves) are described according to the following features:
a) the location (the village, the road, the other object); b) the presence of crosses, the material
the crosses are made of, the inscriptions on them; c) the kind the fences are; d) the general
condition, the special features. The analysis showed that about a quarter of the burials were
located in the rural cemeteries; about 11 — along the roads, the bog lands and pastures, the
rest — in private farmsteads and fields. On most graves there were hewn or non-cultured
crosses made of oak, beech, birch, fir, and some had stone pedestals and fences made of wire.
Only fifteen dozen crosses had the inscriptions with the names of the soldiers (SAIFR, f. 12,
d. 1, c. 167, pp. 29-34).

According to our calculatins, 102 graves of the soldiers of Russian and Austro-Hungarian
armies were registered in 23 settlements, which belonged to the 1st Police Department of
Kolomyia District. 50 and 20 of these are in the cemeteries of the villages of Malyi Hvizdets
and Hvizdets (SAIFR, f. 605, d. 1, c. 20, p. 11).

The list of the graves of the warring army soldiers on the Usteritska territory Kosiv
district illustrates the national composition of the dead. In particular, as a result of the battles
in August — September 1916 in the village Yablonytsya there appeared the burial of the officer
of the 23rd reserve corps (in the document «regiment») of the German army, Viliano Corde,
and the burials of several dozen soldiers of various units of the German, Austro-Hungarian,
and Russian armies (SAIFR, f. 12, d. 1, c. 168, pp. 40-43).

Such a fragmentary review allows us to make an interim conclusion. Most of the burials
of the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army, which arose during the period of the Great War,
were not preserved under current conditions, and therefore the architectonics of the military
necropolis of Precarpathians at the beginning of the XXIst century is fundamentally different.
It is based on the military cemeteries and war graves sites laid in 1914 — 1918 on the civilian
and military cemeteries, which have also undergone the significant changes over the next
decades. We can speak quite arbitrarily about their number and more over about the number
of soldiers buried there. The generalization of the accumulated sources allows to record about
140 burials of soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian, German and Russian armies and the national
military formations on the territory of Precarpathian during World War I in the form of the
military cemeteries, the sections of the military burials in urban, rural, church cemeteries and
mass graves. This number does not take into account individual graves on the territory of the
cemeteries and the graves, scattered in forests, fields, roads, etc.

The burials on the military cemeteries of 1914 — 1918 and on the civilian cemeteries
are divided into two main groups in accordance with the belonging of the soldiers to the
warring armies: 1) common for the servicemen of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies;
2) separate, where the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army were buried. These groups of
necropolises are structured and characterized by the number of burials, the localization and
the features of the location, the state of preservation of tombstones, the memorial immortality,
and other features.
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To the first of the identified groups belongs is about 20% of the designated number of
burials. They are the largest in the number of the buried and are represented by the separate
military cemeteries and sections on the civilian cemeteries. One of the largest in Carpathian
region is the military necropolis in the tract of Rivnya near the village of Tyshkivtsi in
Horodenka district, where about three thousand soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian and
Russian armies were buried in three brotherly graves, who perished during June battles of
1916 (Nekropoli, 2000, p. 102). Not far away, in Korniv, another large burial place was
preserved as the part of the graves with several hundred soldiers of these armies (Nekropoli,
2000, p. 99).

The necropolises of World War I in Ivano-Frankivsk have a difficult and tragic history.
The fate of one of the oldest central city cemetery in Ukraine (founded in 1782) is indicative,
now called «Memorial Square». From the beginning of World War I in its southern part — on a
«new field», which belonged to the Greek-Catholic capitol, a military cemetery was founded.
At first, the Russian soldiers were buried here (about 800 people in 317 graves); later — the
soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army, who died at the front or died in hospitals (one of the
oldest military hospital in Eastern Europe functioned in the city). After ordering from 1924 to
1927, it became the main military cemetery of Stanislav, where 665 graves of soldiers, who
died in the Great War, (Orel, Chornenkyi, & Havrylyshyn, 2012) were located.

At the other «new» cemetery of Stanislav (founded in 1912) since the beginning of World
War I, the soldiers of various armies were buried, but their burials were not preserved. In their
place in the 1950-ies the graves of servicemen of the Soviet secret services units appeared
(Nekropoli, 2000, pp. 26-27).

Large military cemeteries of the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies
are also located in the town of Dolyna (more than 300 small concrete crosses have been
preserved) and in the village Vyshkiv, Dolinskyi district.

The best preserved are the military burials, in particular, the tombstones that make up the
separate sections of village and church cemeteries. Among the dozens of such facts we will
single out the cemetery in the village of Bliudnyky, Halytskyi district, where about one hundred
soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies, who were killed in the battle on June
4, 1916, were buried. They are marked with 25 low earthen embankments with Latin crosses
(Mista i sela, 2012, p. 85; Nekropoli, 2000, p. 84). In the 1920-ies, the remains of one and a
half hundred soldiers of these armies, settled in separate graves in the tract of Zahostynets of
the village of Bryn of the same district, were reburied in the village cemetery in a fraternal
grave, which was made in the form of a high cone-shaped embankment with a tomb (Mista i
sela, 2012, p. 88). By the efforts of the local communities and the church fraternities, several
tens of graves of the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies (1914 — 1916) are
kept in a good condition in the old village cemeteries in Nyzhniy Bereziv, Kosiv district, in
Korniv, Horodenkiv district (Nekropoli, 2000, pp. 99, 125) and others. Of the 25 burials of the
soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian Army belonging to the second group, we mention one of the
largest military cemeteries of Precarpathian town of Rohatyn. It has a complex structure and
history, which in typical and unique dimensions is characteristic for the formation of many
other military necropolises. In its structure, it is a single complex of three separate parts. The
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largest are the burials on the left bank of the river Hnyla Lypa, where numbering on the crosses
of the individual graves is indicated by figures from 407 to 572. In addition to them, there are
three fraternal graves on which there are eight crosses and a two-meter monument with the
inscription in German «Zu unseren Helden 1916». («To Our Heroes / 1916»). The second part
is the burial ground at the cemetery near the church of the Holy Spirit (20 graves with crosses
marked with numbers from 573 to 595); the third — 36 graves (from 599 to 652) in the town
cemetery. The numbering indicates the integrity of the necropolis and means that the rest of the
graves were not preserved (Vorobets, 2010). In these locally separated parts of the dead soldiers
were buried in individual, group and fraternal graves. They were taken from the front, the town
hospital, as well as from the Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the cathedral
of St. Nicholas, the secular buildings, where the Russian prisoners of the war were mostly
held, and the others like that. The funeral service teams marked each grave with the concrete
crosses made by the local craftsmen, and fixed on them the numbers made of the galvanized
plaques. Due to this, under present conditions the buried soldiers are identified on the basis
of the registration lists stored in Vienna military archives. With the assistance of the Austrian
Consulate and the international organization «Black Cross», the memorial is constantly kept in
order, in particular, 80 tomb crosses and a memorial sign were established (Vorobets, 2010).

The memorial complex was preserved on the old cemetery of Kalush in a more integral
form, where about 300 soldiers (1916 — 1917) of the Austro-Hungarian army were buried.
It occupies the territory in the southern part (the area of 50 m x 50 m), where there are
30-35 graves in seven rows from the north to the south and 10—15 graves in eight rows from
the west to the east. In 1930 the half-meter Latin crosses with inscriptions of the personal
data of the buried were installed on each tombstone. The inscriptions were written in Latin
(Nekropoli, 2000, p. 47).

The architectonics of the tombs of the Austro-Hungarian army soldiers is quite mosaic.
We will note the military cemetery in the village of Maidan in Tysmenytsia district as the
example, reflecting the typical and specific features of the cemetery formation and the
present state. At the cemetery where in more than 200 individual graves the soldiers of the
Austro-Hungarian Army are buried, who died in hospitals in 1916 — 1917 (crowned with the
monorange crosses and the main cross) (Nekropoli, 2000, p. 168); the great fraternal grave
of the German and Austrian soldiers, killed in 1915, at the town cemetery in Horodenka
(Nekropoli, 2000, p. 96); the village military cemetery in Kulachkivtsi in Snyatynskyi
district, where the Austrian soldiers and villagers were buried, who died in 1914 — 1919, and
the others. (Nekropoli, 2000, p. 159). The column with a marble board, which was destroyed
during the Soviet period, distinguished the site with 9 graves of the Austrian soldiers at the
village cemetery of the village Borschov in the same district, where the remains were brought
from the tract Hora in 1929. A large burial was preserved of 10 group and individual graves
of the soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army, who died in 1917 in one of the last major
battles in Precarpathian region. This large burial was preserved in a separate section at the
church yard in the village of Mizhhirya in Bohorodchanskyi district (Zvid pamiatok, p. 202).

The traces of the Croatian military graves did not fade either (Ustya village of Snyatyn
district, Fytkiv village of Nadvirna district (Nekropoli, 2000, p. 165)). The most famous
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became the Croatian military necropolis in the village of Hlybivka in Bohorodchany district,
where 51 soldiers, who died in 1916, were buried in the churchyard. The gate was preserved
and brought from Vienna in 1917 by a monument with a carved inscription, which testifies
the burials of the Croatian soldiers of the 25th Zagreb and the 26th Karlovac Regiments of
the Austro-Hungarian Army, who «gave their lives for their homeland and for the king»
(Zvid pamiatok, p.78). In November 2016, on the initiative of the Republic of Croatia, the
memorial complex was opened here.

The so-called plague cemeteries, singled out into a separate group, are divided into two
subgroups in the context of the problem under study. To the first group we refer the civilian
cemeteries, where the soldiers were buried, who died of various infectious diseases; to the
second — actually the military burials. The remnants of such a large cemetery have been
preserved in the suburbs of Rohatyn, where there are about 250 graves in the section of 40
m x 60 m sq., located in 8 rows, 26 graves in each, and the single graves. Judging by the
personal numbers, engraved on the half-meter concrete crosses, the remains of the soldiers of
the Austro-Hungarian army, who died in 1915 — 1916, were buried there. After the war, the
monument was erected at the cemetery with the inscription in Polish «Do naszych bohatero6w»
(«To Our Heroes») (CHCMIFR — Zvit, p. 4). At the cemetery of the buried soldiers of World
War I in Kalush in 2011, besides 358 burials of the soldiers of various armies, a separate arca
was found where the buried soldiers of various armies, who died in 1917 — 1918 in the town
infectious barracks (Balitska, 2011).

Conclusions. The Necropolis of the Austro-Hungarian Army of Precarpathian during
World War I has a large number of varieties of burials. It began to be formed in 1914 —
1920 and during the following century it underwent the qualitative changes: the majority
of the grouped and individual burials outside the cemeteries, except those reburied at the
cemeteries in the 1920-ies — 1930-ies, was not preserved. Most of the burials in the urban and
rural cemeteries, formed in 1914 — 1918, are no longer fixed in the contemporary necropolis
studies, and many detached graves sites that survived at the military cemeteries are now in a
miserable condition.

The further research of this problem should be developed in the direction of preparing
the generalized fundamental works on the military necropolis of Ukraine on the basis of
the integration of the results of the relevant regional studies. Perspective is the study of
the burials of the soldiers of the Russian army and various national military formations in
separate regions of the country.
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