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CONTEMPORARY HISTORIOGRAPHY OF INFORMATION  
AND PROPAGANDA IN THE NAVY OF UKRAINE

The main idea of the article is to study the historiography of information and propaganda in the 
Navy of Ukraine.

Information and propaganda support of the Navy of Ukraine during 1992 – 2014 evolved in the 
anti-Ukrainian environment, in fact under conditions of the information war of the Russian Federation 
against Ukraine, remaining an important factor in the development of the national navy, the training of 
military seamen in the national and historical traditions of the Ukrainian people, and the only effective 
tool for influencing the consciousness of naval servicemen.

During the years 1992 – 2014, the Navy of Ukraine gained a considerable experience in organizing 
information and propaganda support. Unfortunately, ignoring the experience of the previous years of 
building the national navy has led to the fact that today we are forced to take into account the problems 
of organizing information work in the forces in the context of hybrid warfare, and to reassess its place 
in providing troops through the prism of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict.

The analysis of the research shows a certain interest of our scientists in the history of the creation 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, its Naval Forces, the formation and development of the structures of 
moral education and the organization of moral and psychological support. Instead, the historical ex-
perience of organizing the information and propaganda support of the Navy of Ukraine during 1992 – 
2014 remains unexplored. The peculiarities of the information work organization during the annexation 
of the Crimea by the Russian Federation in February-March 2014 remain little explored.

The study of historiography makes it possible to argue that previous researchers considered in-
formation and propaganda support mainly in the field of practical work in specific periods, without 
touching on a historical retrospective. The organization of information support in the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine is mainly covered in educational literature. The scientific works mainly covered and detailed 
those conceptual approaches that were already laid down in the guidance documents, and did not touch 
on the issues of information and advocacy in the context of the conduct of warfare.

Key words: Naval Forces of Ukraine, information support of troops, information and propaganda 
support, historiography.
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СУЧАСНА ІСТОРІОГРАФІЯ ІНФОРМАЦІЙНО-ПРОПАГАНДИСТСЬКОГО 
ЗАБЕЗПЕЧЕННЯ У ВІЙСЬКОВО-МОРСЬКИХ СИЛАХ  

ЗБРОЙНИХ СИЛ УКРАЇНИ

Стаття присвячена вивченню історіографії інформаційно-пропагандистського забезпечен-
ня у Військово-Морських Силах Збройних Сил України. 

Вказано на певний інтерес вітчизняних науковців до історії створення Збройних Сил Украї-
ни, Військово-Морських Сил, становлення і розвитку структур виховної роботи та організації 
морально-психологічного забезпечення. Також предметом наукових пошуків став історичний 
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досвід окремих складових морально-психологічного забезпечення Збройних Сил України. Праці 
українських вчених за тематикою морально-психологічного забезпечення та виховної роботи 
в переважній більшості висвітлювали та деталізували ті концептуальні підходи, які вже були 
закладені в керівних документах. Вони відображали радянсько-російський досвід та мало тор-
калися питань інформаційно-пропагандистського забезпечення бойових дій.

Доведено, що в переважній більшості до вивчення інформаційно-пропагандистського за-
безпечення зверталися науковці вищих військових навчальних закладів, які готували фахівців 
відповідного напрямку, а наукові роботи виконувались переважно колективами авторів та ви-
користовувались в навчальних цілях. 

Натомість історичний досвід організації інформаційно-пропагандистського забезпечення 
Військово-Морських Сил Збройних Сил України впродовж 1992 – 2014 років залишається не-
дослідженим. Малодослідженими залишаються особливості організації інформаційної роботи 
під час анексії Криму Російською Федерацією у лютому – березні 2014 року.

У Військово-Морських Силах Збройних Сил України впродовж 1992 – 2014 років накопичено 
значний досвід  організації інформаційно-пропагандистського забезпечення, який до цього часу 
не вивчався і не враховувався в сучасних умовах російсько-українського конфлікту. Питання ор-
ганізації інформаційно-пропагандистського забезпечення у Військово-Морських Силах Збройних 
Сил України в зазначений період не набуло всебічного висвітлення в історичних дослідженнях.

Ключові слова: Військово-Морські Сили Збройних Сил України, інформаційна робота у вій-
ськах, інформаційно-пропагандистське забезпечення, історіографія.

The statement of the problem. After the loss of the Crimea and in the conditions of the 
armed aggression of Russia the restoration of Ukraine’s naval force capabilities is a defining 
condition to ensure its national safety. The Navy of Ukraine restores its fighting potential in the 
conditions of military operations in the east of the country and conducting an information war 
with the Russian Federation. The firmness and resoluteness of patriotically driven naval officers 
and other ranks in these conditions are supported by effective informational work. It demands 
studying and generalization of historical experience of the organization of information and 
propaganda as a component of the general support of the armed forces, which integrates in 
itself all forms and method of an organized influence on consciousness and mentality of the 
personnel by means of information. 

The analysis of the recent researches testifies to a certain interest of our scientists in the 
history of the creation of the Armed forces of Ukraine, its Navy, formation and development of 
structures of educational work, and the organization of moral and psychological support. At the 
same time, the historical experience of the organization of information and propaganda support 
of the Navy of Ukraine during 1992 – 2014 remains unexplored. The peculiarities of the or-
ganization of information work during the annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in 
February March of 2014 have been studied but very insufficiently.

The purpose of the article is to study the historiography of information and propaganda 
support in the Navy of Ukraine and to define the available approaches and views of domestic 
researches. 

The statement of the basic material. The analysis of the scientific works dealing with the 
subjects of information and propaganda support in the Armed forces of Ukraine shows that in 
the overwhelming majority the question of the army support was studied by the researches of 
higher military educational institutions preparing experts in a corresponding sphere, whereas 
the scientific work was carried out mainly by collectives of authors and was used for educa-
tional purposes.

An important place should be allocated to the works of the researchers of the National uni-
versity of defense of Ukraine in which experts in information work in the army are prepared.
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The general bases of information and propaganda support and peculiarities of communica-
tive processes in military collectives have been investigated in the researches of V. Maliuha, 
V. Osiodlo, and O. Khodanovych (Maliuha, 2002), (Maliuha, Khodanovych, 2003), (Osiodlo, 
2006), (Khodanovych, 2002).

The essence, purpose, and tasks of information and propaganda support is most successfully 
and scientifically grounded in a research of collective authorship «Moral and psychological sup-
port in the Armed forces of Ukraine». Information and propaganda support and public relations 
are defined as a complex of purposeful actions of information influence on the consciousness of 
the personnel with a purpose of forming a stable and controlled morale mood, necessary morale 
and fighting qualities of the staff, and an adequate understanding of military-political, social, and 
fighting conditions, tasks of the armed forces and conditions of their performance. It is important, 
that the authors analysed the historical experience of organization of information work in the 
armies in the wars and confrontations of the 20th and early 21st centuries (Vylko, et al., 2012).

A question of the organization, basic forms, and methods of information-propaganda main-
tenance, their place in the general system of educational work in the Armed forces of Ukraine 
is successfully enough elucidated in the textbook «Educational work in the Armed forces of 
Ukraine» (Kobzar, et al., 2010).

The essence and content of information and propaganda support of the preparation and con-
ducting of combat operations on the basis of studying of an experience of local wars, confron-
tations, and peace-keeping operations of the late 20th century are well clarified by the authors 
in the book «Organization of information and propaganda support of the personnel», published 
in 2003. Also, the demonstration of forms and methods of information work during the military 
actions of small groups (sentry posts, block posts), which was characteristic of the operations 
in Afghanistan and the Chechen Republic and now gains urgency in the present-day conditions 
of the Russian-Ukrainian war (Lytvynovskyi, et al., 2003). 

In the context of introduction of the state humanitarian policy into the Armed forces of 
Ukraine for the sake of humanitarian and social support within the university’s precincts in 
2005 the research work «Organization of information and propaganda support of daily ac-
tivities of the armed forces» of the code «Propaganda» was conducted, in which a historical 
analysis of establishment and development of information work in the army is made, basic ten-
dencies of development of information and propaganda support of the daily activity of armed 
forces, including the foreign experience, are defined, methodological and applied aspects of 
contemporary technologies of information and psychological influence are revealed, the current 
state of information and propaganda support in the Armed forces of Ukraine is studied, and 
the practical recommendations of its improvement are substantiated (Propaganda, 2005). The 
main results of the research work became the basis of a textbook for training of communication 
specialists (Osiodlo, et al., 2007). 

In the recent scientific work, written by the university experts, scientific and practical basis 
of communicative processes in the Armed forces of Ukraine as well as the basic theories and 
mass communication and propagation concepts are considered. The illumination of the essence 
and peculiarities of communicative processes in the army with an account for the challenges 
of the time and transition to the NATO standards, changes in the organization of information 
and propaganda support on the basis of the experience of 2014 – 2017 deserves close attention 
(Chornyi, et al., 2017).

The collective of researches of the Military institute of Taras Shevchenko national uni-
versity in Kyiv made a contribution to the study of information and propaganda support by a 
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collective monograph «Organization of information and propaganda support of the personnel 
of the Armed forces of Ukraine», published in 2007. There, the main principles and methods 
of information and propaganda support of the army’s everyday activity at a stage of the devel-
opment of the Armed forces of Ukraine are cleared out. Also, the authors highlighted certain 
peculiarities o information and propaganda support of combat training of the Navy of Ukraine 
(Zon’, et al., 2007).

A considerable contribution to the research of problems of information and propaganda 
support was made by the group of researches of the Research centre of humanitarian problems 
of the Armed forces of Ukraine. Their works, published after 2014, elucidate separate aspects 
of realization of information influence on the army and the population, they are very topical in 
the conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict (Ahaiev, 2014; Ahaiev, et al., 2015). 

The training-methodical textbook «Information and propaganda support of the armed forc-
es in the conditions of a military political conflict» is the latest work on the subject in view. 
There, as a results of the research work under the same title, not only the domestic and foreign 
experience of information and propaganda support is analyzed and generalized, but also the 
peculiarities of modern communicative technologies are clarified and the experience of infor-
mation work in the Armed forces of Ukraine during the time of the antiterrorist operation is 
generalized, as also practical recommendations on its improvement in terms of modern tenden-
cies of information struggle are presented (Kholokh. et al., 2017). 

Besides, the scientific works which elucidate separate aspects of information work in the 
army should be mentioned. The peculiarities of the organization of information and propagan-
da support of the participation of subsections of the Armed forces of Ukraine in the interna-
tional operations for maintenance of peace and security were investigated by I. Huzenko and  
O. Serhiyenko (Huzenko, 2013; Serhiyenko, 2005).

O. Zozulia investigated problems of estimation of information and propaganda support efficien-
cy in the Armed forces of Ukraine and defined key indicators of that estimation (Zozulia, 2017).

As information and propaganda support in 1992 – 2014 was one of the core component of 
educational work and moral and psychological support, the scientific works, devoted to the for-
mation and developments of a system educational work, introduction of humanitarian policy, 
and moral psychological maintenance of the Armed forces of Ukraine are of great significance 
for the study of its role and place in the general system of education.

The process of formation and development of structures of educational and social-psycho-
logical work in the Armed forces of Ukraine throughout 1991 – 2011 became a research object 
for V. Aleshchenko, M. Herasymenko, A. Kobzar, Y. Kostenko, and V. Maliuha. In their works 
the authors notice that the main efforts of educational work in the specified period were directed 
at the formation of a patriot soldier’s personality, capable to defend and protect their country’s 
interests: after all, the Armed Force were, probably, a unique effectively operating subject of 
patriotism formation and national consciousness in the state. According to the authors of these 
works, the information and propaganda support was the basic direction of work of educational 
structures in that time. An important conclusion is that permanent reforms of the structure of ed-
ucational work in the Armed forces of Ukraine, the primary goal of which was the organization 
of continuous moral psychological influence on the personnel and administrative bodies during 
the construction of the forces, had not lead to the expected results. It had not been possible to 
eliminate important disagreements in questions of the organization of educational work in dif-
ferent conditions of activity the armed forces, whereas the conceptual documents laid into the 
basis of this work, demanded further specification and consistency. Also, the authors assert that, 
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despite difficult processes of building of armed forces in Ukraine, in general, a sufficiently ef-
fective system of specialist training for educational and social-psychological work was created 
(Aleshchenko, 1999; Aleshchenko, 2000; Kobzar, 2012).

In H. Temko’s works the history of formation of Ukraine’s Armed forces in 1991 – 1996 and 
the educational work mainstreams at that time, as well as the historical experience of education-
al work in the army of the Ukrainian National Republic during the time of liberation struggle 
are considered. No doubt, the development of the Armed forces of Ukraine during the specified 
historical period took place under the most suitable condition – in the time of peace. Also, it is 
necessary to agree with the author’s statement that no military reform is possible without the 
change of human consciousness and an account for human factor, and that the development of 
Ukrainian Armed forces should be accompanied by the return of the national historical appear-
ance. Considering the model of educational work existing at that time in the Ukrainian army 
as transitive, the author noticed that information work and military patriotic education of the 
personnel is one of its basic directions (Temko, 1996; Temko, 1997).

Questions of creation and functioning of a social-psychological service are highlighted by 
V. Muliava, V. Bezbakh, and A. Papikian (Muliava, 1992; Bezbakh, 2003; Papikian, 1999). 
In particular, in A. Papikian’s research stages of formation and lines of activity of educational 
structures during 1991 – 1998 are outlined, an idea about the creation of nationwide system of 
moral and psychological support of preparation of the population, Armed forces, and paramil-
itary formations for the defence of Ukraine is put forward. Actions of psychological defence 
and military patriotic education, propaganda, information, psychological, and military social 
support could become its basic directions. Partially, these views were reflected in statutory acts 
on organization of educational work. 

The questions of moral psychological support of the staff of peace-keeping subsections of 
Ukraine’s Armed forces became the object of research for H. Hozuvatenko and A. Khabchuk 
(Hozuvatenko, 2010; Khabchuk, 2016). In the latter’s dissertation peculiarities of moral psy-
chological support of national contingents of the Armed forces of Ukraine involved in perfor-
mance of tasks in the international operations on peace-keeping and safety in 1992 – 2006 are 
examined. The author demonstrates a change of priorities in the work with the staff from the 
moral stimulus to the material one. He also establishes, that conditions of task performance in 
the remote regions stipulated the appearance of a new direction in the work, namely, spiritual 
guidance. The introduction in 2003 of officers in concern of religion into the staff of contin-
gents, as well as his further replacement by clerics, which fact underlined the importance and 
necessity of satisfaction of religious requirements of military men for the fighting conditions is 
considered as positive. Besides, operative reporting on any changes of conditions which was 
conducted daily, was also a novelty. Among the drawbacks of the organization of information 
work the author noted irregular delivery of periodicals and the absence of the Internet resource. 
As it is clear, the organization of information and propaganda support of peace-keeping units 
in 1992 – 2013 was a unique source of practical experience of information work under fighting 
conditions. The personal experience of the author of this article points out a resemblance be-
tween approaches to the organization of information and propaganda support of peace-keeping 
units of the Navy of Ukraine in the course of restoration of fighting efficiency after the re-de-
ployment from the temporary occupied territories and during the combat in 2014.

Also, historical experience of separate components of moral psychological support of 
the Armed forces of Ukraine was clarified. The questions of formation and development of 
cultural and educational work in the Armed forces of Ukraine are elucidated in the disserta-
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tions of Y. Romanovskyi and S. Stanislavchuk (Romanovskyi, 2006; Stanislavchuk, 2004). 
The process of formation and development of the system of social protection of military men 
was investigated by S. Koroliov (Koroliov, 2006). The specified works are important as they 
illuminate the basic stages of formation and development of the system of moral psycholog-
ical support in the Armed forces of Ukraine and peculiarities of development of its separate 
components (Instruction, 2017).

It is necessary to notice, that works of the Ukrainian scientists on subjects of moral psycho-
logical support and educational work in the overwhelming majority elucidated those concep-
tual approaches which had already been put into supervising documents. They displayed the 
Soviet-Russian experience and but to a little extent mentioned the questions of information and 
propaganda support of fighting actions.

Nevertheless, among the Ukrainian scientists there were also other view at the organiza-
tion of moral psychological support of armies and its components. In M. Variy’s researches 
the basic attention is drawn to a moral psychological condition of the troops, the process of 
its formation, and display in the conditions of military activity. However, enough attention is 
paid also to the theoretical consideration of problems of moral psychological support of the 
army, which is considered by the author as an important task of the Armed forces of Ukraine. 
The author singles out a moral psychological environment of the Armed forces as a sphere of 
both moral psychological conditions of ability to live and functioning of the army. Grounding 
on the views of American military, displayed in instructions on psychological processing of 
the troops of both parties, the author places an emphasis on the fact that to most successfully 
make an ideological influence on consciousness of people is possible by help of psychologi-
cal means, and moral psychological support is identified with the struggle in spiritual sphere, 
that is, a psychological war of nerves which includes actions of propaganda influence on 
the person’s consciousness. Therefore, the author singles out the function of orientation of 
consciousness with which help the staff forms an accurate outlook orientation. Though the 
author does not outline separate components of moral psychological support, he defines its 
elements, in particular, the moral psychological preparation of the staff (general, special, tar-
get), moral psychological processing (psychological operations, other forms and methods), 
the counteraction to the influences of the enemy on the army. At that time views that the 
formation of ideological-national convictions as the base for the further formation of all the 
rest necessary strong-willed and moral-fighting qualities is necessarily to be put in the basis 
of the general moral psychological preparation were considered progressive, whereas special 
and target convictions are merely psychological by content, and they form an ability and 
habits of behaviour in the fight. For formation of ideological conviction the author considers 
necessary to apply various actions, such as humanitarian preparation, informing, lessons of 
patriotism, commemoration evenings, lessons of hatred, relays of generations, literary partie,   
in short, a whole set of forms and methods which used today in information work in the army 
(Variy, 1996; Variy, 1999).

Works of direct participants of the creation of the Navies of Ukraine, – V. Bezkorovainyi,  
A. Danylov, M. Mamchak, A. Naumenko, M. Savchenko, and S. Sokoliuk, – are very impor-
tant, because in them, on the basis of memoirs and their own reflexions, documents, and publi-
cations in mass media, the structures of social-psychological service of formation of the Navies 
of Ukraine and carrying out of information work among military men and the population of 
Crimea are discovered (Bezkorovainyi, 2012: Danilov, 2000; Mamchak, 2013a; Mamchak, 
2013b; Naumenko, 2016; Savchenko, 1997; Sokoliuk, 2012).
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Also, it is necessary to note the presence in Ukraine of scientific works which display so-
cial-philosophical views of domestic scientists on the army’s spiritual component and ideolog-
ical work in the Armed forces of Ukraine.

In particular, in V. Chornyi’s works the socially-philosophical analysis of the origin and 
evolution of military formations during the newest period of Ukraine’s history is carried out 
and a stable tendency to modelling of the Soviet and Russian schemes in military building is 
defined, which was actual also for the information work. On the basis of philosophical views of 
the past and present, the attention is focused on spiritual potential as an important subsystem of 
the military organization of the state. Also, the primary goals of ideological work in the Armed 
forces are disclosed (Chornyi, 2009; Chornyi, 2013). 

The questions of spiritual potential of the army and ideological work was also considered by 
V. Abramov, V. Baranivskyi, and L. Krymets (Abramov, 2005; Baranivskyi, Krymets, 2014). 

M. Shevchenko carried out a socially-philosophical analysis of the phenomenon of ideo-
logical work in the Armed forces of Ukraine and regularities of its information-propaganda 
support, formulated the requirements to the organization o information and propaganda sup-
port in the Armed forces of Ukraine in conditions of their conformity to the NATO standards 
(Shevchenko, 2016a; Shevchenko, 2016b).

The conclusions. The historiographic analysis gives grounds to assert that the previous re-
searchers considered information and propaganda support mainly in a plane of practical work 
during concrete periods, without concerning a historical retrospective. The organization of in-
formation work in the Armed forces of Ukraine is elucidated mostly in the educational literature 
which publication, occasionally, was preceded by carrying out of research works. Scientific works 
basically revealed and detailed those conceptual approaches which had already been put in super-
vising documents, reflected the Soviet-Russian experience, and hardly concerned the questions of 
information and propaganda support in conditions of conducting military operations.

On the contrary, the question of organization of information and propaganda support in the 
Navies of the Armed forces of Ukraine during 1992 – 2014 has not got an all-round illumination 
in historical researches. Also, no all-round analysis of a standard-legal base of information and 
propaganda support of the fleet and formation and developments of the administrative structure 
have not yet been carried out, the questions of acquisition and preparations the cadres and supply 
with technical with means are not yet properly clarified. Also, the experience of the organization 
of information work in the Navies under the conditions of a permanent information war with the 
Russian Federation and during its occupation of the Crimean peninsula are not generalized. All 
that confirms in the necessity of a historical research into the specified aspects with an accounting 
for the historical experience in the process of the restoration of Ukraine’s naval capabilities.
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