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IDEOLOGICAL-PROPAGANDA POLICY OF THE SOVIET SYSTEM
IN THE WESTERN REGIONS OF UKRAINE IN 1944 — 1953
(ACCORDING TO THE MATERIALS OF DROHOBYCH REGION)

For its restoration and functioning in the western regions of Ukraine, Stalin's regime used vari-
ous means of ideological-propaganda «processing» of the population. In contemporary conditions of
Ukraine, which suffers a military-political aggression and powerful information war from the Russian
Federation, it is important to analyze the mechanisms of distribution of antinational and antistate
propaganda in the historical plane within the borders of concrete regions in order to develop effective
ways of its counteraction.

The period of the restoration of the Soviet system in this territory embraces 1944 — 1945. The local
authorities considered to restore the partys activity and state structures as their priority, in order to
organize a large-scale political work and to intensify ideological pressure in all spheres of life. The in-
formation and propaganda storm should, first of all, prove the impossibility of any successful resistance
to the regime, discredit liberation movement, and «to tear off the majority of the population from the
influence of the Ukrainian and German nationalists».

The cadres from other regions of Ukraine and the USSR were to become the system’s support
in «the region infected with nationalism» and to carry «the communistic ideology into the masses».
Important ideological-propaganda tasks had to be carried out by the party, Komsomol, and trade-un-
ion organization which were created at all the enterprises and establishments of Drohobych region.
Communists and Komsomol members, as the most conscious citizens, should carry the basic burden of
social-political and public-organizational works. For preparation and retraining of cadres for ideolog-
ical-propaganda work at the republican and regional levels, a system of party educational institutions
started to be formed.

The press and radio provided the system s information support. The theatre, cinema, and radio also
had to become important ideological tools.

Carrying out the educational policy of the party, state education structures created conditions of
obligatory attendance of all children and teenagers, boys and girls, and could from early age absorb
communist ideas. It was realized in various ways, like adopting the law on education for all, accurately
outlined and sustained in the spirit of communist moral curriculums, constant expansion of the network
of teaching and educational establishments, attraction of children and studying youth to the pioneer
and Komsomol organizations, various actions of out-of-class influence on pupils.

1t is proved that for restoration of a totalitarian regime in the western regions of Ukraine, suppress-
ing of the national-liberation movement, destruction of the Ukrainian national idea and traditions,
the Soviet system applied all possible means. A great attention was drawn to propaganda-ideological
methods. A whole branched system of ideological-propaganda influence in all strata and groups of the
population, including universities, was created. Mass media, evident propaganda, education, culture,
attributes of the Soviet way of life were the tools of the Soviet propaganda. However, considering small
efficiency of ideological influences on the population of Drohobych region, forceful methods became
dominating in overcoming of the resistance to the Soviet regime.

Key words: Drohobych region, Soviet system, ideological-propaganda policy, social-political
actions, means of mass propaganda.
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Pycnana IIOIIII,

KaHouoam iCmopudHux Hayx, ooyenm xagedpu icmopii Yxpainu
Lpoeobuyvroco depacasnozo nedazoeiunozo ynisepcumemy imeni leana Opanka
(Vrpaina, /[pocobuu) ryslana_popp@ukr.net

IJIEOJIOTTYHO-TTIPOTTATAHJCTCHKA TTOJITHKA PAISTHCBLKOI
CHCTEMH B 3AXITHAX OBJIACTSIX YKPATHU V 1944 — 1953 pp.
(HA MATEPIAJIAX JPOTOBUIILKOI OBJIACTI)

Cmanincokuil pexcum O0isi 8020 GIOHOGNEHH. MA YHKYIOHY8aHHs 6 3axionux obracmsx Ykpa-
{HU BUKOPUCTOBYBAB PIZHOMAHIMHI 3ACO0U 10€0N02IUHO-NPONALAHOUCTICHKOI «0OPOOKUY HACENEeHHS.
B ymosax, konu Hawa Odepoicasa 3aznana iticbkogo-nonimuunoi azpecii 3 6oxy Pociticokoi @edepayii,
NOMYAHCHOI THPOPMaYitiHOT GiliHU, BAXHCIUBO NPOAHANIZYEAMU MEXAHIZMU NOUUPEHHA AHMUHAYIOHATb-
HOI' | AHMUOEPAHCABHUYLKOT NPONASAHOU 8 ICIOPUYHOMY PO3PI3L Y MeXNCax KOHKPEMHUX PeioHis, ujod
suUpodOUMU epekmueHi wsaxu it npomuoii.

Memoto cmammi € @uceimnenna 3micmy ma 3axo0i6 i0eon02iuHO-NPONaeaHOUCMCLKOT NONIMUKY
PAOSHCHKOL cucmemu 8 3axXiOHuUx obnacmsax Ykpaiuu y npoyeci 6IOHOGNIEHHS. PAOSIHCOKO20 PENCUMY 6
Kpai Ha ocHosi mamepianis /[poeobuyvkoi obnacmi.

1944 — 1945 poku — ye nepioo 8i0H08NeHHA paAOAHCHKOI cucmemu 6 Kpai. Ilepuwiouepeosumu 3a-
BOAHHAMU 871A0U HA MICYSX OYI0 GIOHOGUMU OISLIbHICMb NAPMIUHUX U OEPIHCABHUX OPSAHIS, KL MAlu
npoeooUmU WUPOKOMACUMAOHY NOTIMUYHY PoOOMY, po320pHYmu i0eono2iynull Hacmyn Ha 6ci cge-
pu srcummst. Inopmayitino-nponazaHOUCmMCcoKUll Wnypm mMag Hacamnepeo 008ecmu HeMONCIUBICMY
VCNIWHO20 CHPOMUBY PEHCUMOSE, OUCKPEOUMYBAMU BU3BOTbHULL DYX, «8i0ipeamu OCHOBHY MAcCy Hace-
JIeHHA 3-Ni0 BNIUBY VKPATHCOKUX-HIMEYbKUX HAYIOHATICIB).

Honimuuna neoogipa 0o micyesux 6yna 0OHICIO 3 NPUYUH MO0, WO KePIGHI opeanu Gopmysa-
JIUCSL GUHAMKOBO 3 NPUCIAHUX KAOPI8, AKI 8600UNUCSL 00 HOMeHKaamypu obracmi. [lpuidcoici 3 in-
wux pezcionie Yxpainu ma CPCP manu cmamu onopow cucmemu 8 «3apajceHomy HayioHAnizsmom
pecioni», necmu 8 «Macuy KOMYHicmuuHy ideonozito. Buxonyeamu easciusi ioeonoziuno-npona-
2AHOUCCHKE 3A80AHHHS MAIU NAPMINHI, KOMCOMObCHKI, NPOPCHIIKOBI OpeaHnizayii, siKi cmeopio-
sanucs Ha 6cix nionpuemcmaeax i yemanosgax /I[pozoouyvkoi oonacmi. Komyuicmu ma Komcomonvyi,
AK HAUOiNbwl c6I100Mi, MANU HeCMuU OCHOBHUL MA2Ap CYCHINTbHO-NONIMUYHOT Ma 2POMAOCbKO-0p-
eanizayitnol pobomu Ha micysax, 30iUCHIO8amu i0e0102iUHy 00POOKY HACENEeHHS 3 KAU08UX OJIs
81a0u numaws. /1 niocomosku ma nepeniocomosxu Kaopis 0 i0eoio2iuHo-nponazanoucmcovkol
pobomu na pieni pecnybniku i obiacmetl nouaia Gopmyeamucs cucmema napmittHux OCeIimHix
3akna0ie. OCHO8HI YyHKYIT ynpasninusa azimayiero i nponazando Mas 6i00Ll nponazanou ma azi-
mayii npu L{K KI1(0)Y, a maxooic 6iono6ioni cmpykmypHi niopo3oinu y KoMnapmitiHux Komimemax
pi3Hux pienis. /[ns Macogozo ideonoziunozo niuey na HaceienHs 6yna po3pobrena yiia cucmema
cycninbHo-nonimuuHux 3axodie. Hatlbinow nowupenorw ix gpopmoro 6ynu nexyii. Cucmemamuuno
nposoounucs mimuneu, 300pu, Hapaou, ceminapu, Oeciou. OCHOBHUM 3A80AHHAM 10€0102TYHO-NPO-
nazanoucmcbKoi NONIMUKY paosanHcuLKoi 61adu 6Y10 0XoNUMU MAKCUMATLHO YCi 2pynu moodiunbo2o
nacenenns. Ocobnuse 3navens 01 NAPMIiHO-pAOAHCLKO20 KepIGHUYMEa mana poboma cepeo in-
menieenyii. XKinok, Monooi.

Ilponazysannsa komynicmuunux ioetl, 3a6e3neyenHs nNiOMpUMKU NOTTMUKU PAOAHCHKOL 81a0U 6 pe-
2IoHI, opeanizayii ideonociuno-norimuuroi 6opomvou npomu OVH i VIIA 30iticHiosanu yeHmpanvHi
ma micyesi 3acodou macosoi ingopmayii. Ilpeca, padio 3abesneuysanu iHpopmayitinull cynposio cuc-
memu. Basicnusumu ioeonoeiunumu iHCmpymeHmamu Maiu cCmamu Kino, meamp, paoio.

3oitichioouu 0c8imHbO-6UX08HY NONIMUKY NAPMIL, 0EPIHCABHI OPeAHU OCEIMU CMBEOPIOGATU YMO-
8U 07151 Moeo, wob yci Oimu, nioaimku, HAKU i diguama 6i08idyeanu WKoLy, a omoice, wod yci 6oHU
3 PAHHBLO20 6IKY NPOUMANUCA NAPMILIHO-KOMYHIcmuuHumu ideamu. Lle peanizogyeanoca piznomanim-
HUMU WTAXAMU. 6NPOBAONCEHHAM 3AKOHY NPO 6Ce00VY, HiMKO OKPeCleHUMU i UMpUMAHUMu 8 O0yci
KOMYHiCmuunoi i0eiHoCmi Ha8UATbHUMU NPOPAMAMU, NOCMIUHUM PO3UUPEHHAM MEpPedlci HaABYalb-
HO-8UXOBHUX 3aKNA0I8, 3ATYYEHHAM Oimell ma YYHIBCbKOi MON00TI 00 NIOHEPCLKUX | KOMCOMONbCHKUX
Opeanizayiil, PI3HOMAHIMHUMU 3aX00AMU NO3AKAACHO20 NIUBY HA VUHIG.
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Jlogeoeno, wjo 0ns 8iOHOGNEHHA MOMANIMAPHO2O PEXCUMY 6 3axiOHux obnacmsax Yxpainu, no-
OONIaHHS HAYIOHATIbHO-8U3B0NLHO20 PYXY, 3HUWEHHS YKPAIHCbKOI HAYIOHANbHOL [0el, HAyiOHATbHUX
mpaouyitl, paosHCbKa cucmema 3acmocogysana yci Modciugi uunHuku. Beauka ysaza npudinanacs
nponazanoucmcoko-ioeonozivnum memooam. byna cmeopena poseanysicena cucmema ideono2iu-
HO-NPONA2AHOUCTICHKO20 6NIUBY Y HA BCl 6ePCMEU Ma epynu Hacelens. Inempymenmamu padsancykol
nponazanou 6ynu 3acobu macoeoi iHghopmayii, Haouna azimayis, océima, Kyibmypa, ampudoymu pa-
OAHCLKO20 CnOCoOy cumms. 3 02140y HA MAKy epeKmusHiCms i0eono2iuHux 6NIUGi6 Ha HACeNleHHs
Jlpoeobuyvroi obnacmi, HACUTLHUYLKE MEMOOU CIAU NAHIGHUMU Y NOOOJIAHHI CIPOMUEY PAOSIHCLKOMY
PEACUMOBI.

Knwuosi cnoea: /[pocoouyvka obnacmv, padsHcbka cucmemd, i0eono2o-nponazanoucmcbka
ROIMUKA, CYCRIbHO-NOTIMUYHUL 3aX00U, 3aco0U Macosoi azimayii.

The statement of the problem. Stalin’s regime used versatile means of information
and propaganda to «process» the population and become restored in the western regions
of Ukraine. Loud and standard, but falsified accusations of one’s «Ukrainian bourgeois na-
tionalism» or «Ukrainian-German fascism» are used even today by Ukraine’s enemies for
zombiing of the population. In the conditions of the military-political aggression from the
Russian Federation and powerful information war, it is important to analyze the mechanisms
of distribution of antinational and antistate propaganda to work out effective ways of its
counteraction.

The analysis of recent researches. The content and directions of the processes of Sovi-
etization in West Ukrainian lands in the first post-war years are clarified in many researches,
among which B. Yarosh works (Yarosh, 1995; Yarosh, 1999) deserve to be mentioned first.
The role of the party-Soviet administration in the organization of political transformations
in the region was studied by T. Pershina and H. Starodubets (Pershina, 2009; Starodubets,
2013). The political-ideological component in the Soviet regime and intelligentsia mutual
relations is considered in the works of O. Rubliov, Y. Cherchenko, and T. Marusyk (Rubliov,
Cherchenko, 1997; Marusyk, 2002). The ideological aspect in the development of the region’s
educational sphere during the post-war period is elucidated by S. Svorak (Svorak, 1998). The
regime’s political and ideological policy is characterized in researches of national-liberation
movement (Kyrychuk, 2000, 2003; Rusnachenko, 2002; Kentiy, 2002; Makarchuk, 2002). In
details this question is studied in the articles of M. Nahirniak, R. Lavretskyi, and V. IInytskyi
(Nahirniak, Lavretskyi, 2013; Ilnytskyi, 2012, 2015).

The article’s purpose is on the basis of materials of Drohobych region to elucidate the
content and operations of ideological-propaganda policy of the Soviet system in the western
regions of Ukraine in the process of the restoration of the Soviet there.

The statement of the basic material. The general situation in Ukraine’s western regions
right after the German armies were driven away was marked with destructions, economic
problems, and demographic losses. The undergrounds of the OUN and armed formations of
the UPA, supported by the population combated against the Soviet regime. Local authorities
saw as their priority to restore the party activity and state structures which would conduct a
large-scale political work in developing of an ideological attack at all spheres of life. The in-
formation and propaganda storm should, first of all, prove the impossibility of any successful
resistance to the regime, discredit liberation movement, and «to tear off the majority of the pop-
ulation from the influence of the Ukrainian and German nationalists». Official «Appeals» of
the republican administration (on January 12, February 14", October 14", and November 27",
1944) became an original form of propaganda and agitation among the local population,
that was completely directed against «the Ukrainian nationalists» (Pavlenko, 2001). In these
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appeals the power promised to pardon all those participants of the liberation struggle who
«would frankly confess in his crimes» and work fairly afterwards (Ilnytskyi, 2015: 101). At
the same time, the regime carried out powerful repressions in its struggle against the libera-
tion forces and national-conscious Ukrainians.

The formation of authorities and administration in Drohobych region took place on the ba-
sis of a decree of the Central Committee of CP(B)U in which the basic accent was on sending
into the western regions of the checked cadres who had worked there before the war. Partici-
pants of the Soviet guerrilla and underground movements, demobilized from the army, were
actively involved: tempered in battles, they had to combat in the ideological front (Pershyna,
2009: 300). However, political distrust of the local people was one of the reasons why the
directing bodies were formed exclusively of the sent cadres, who were entered into the region-
al nomenclature. In the end of 1944, 1952 party-Soviet, economic, educational, medical, and
other workers were directed to the region’s towns — Drohobych, Stryi, Sambir, and Boryslav,
whereas to the region’s districts 928 persons were sent (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 107. S. 1,
5-19). In an overwhelming majority the local cadres from the other regions of Ukraine and the
USSR did not know the Ukrainian language and local live peculiarities. However, in order to
be closer to the people in the political influence on it, thea party and Komsomol active of the
region, according to Secretary of Drohobych regional committee S. Oleksenko, had for «the
party duty» to speak Ukrainian (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 51. S. 33).

The important ideological-propaganda tasks had to be fulfilled by the party, Komsomol,
and trade-union organization created on each enterprise and establishment of Drohobych
region. In the beginning of 1945 in Drohobych region 193 primary, 27 regional, and 4 town
party organizations were organized, which consisted of 1716 members and 481 party can-
didates (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 24). In documents one can come across diver-
gences concerning the quantity of party members and Komsomol members. For example,
Secretary of the regional committee S. Oleksenko in his report said that in the end of 1944
in Drohobych region there were 1200 members of the Komsomol (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2.
C. 51.S. 31), whereas in the report to Secretary of the Central Committee of the CP(B)U M.
Khrushchov, in the beginning of 1945, the number of 919 members of the Komsomol was
cited (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 24). The regional party-Komsomol activists were
replenished, basically, by those sent from the eastern regions of Ukraine and the USSR. The
majority of the local population demonstrated political apathy. In 1945, of 4970 persons who
worked at the enterprises and establishments of Drohobych, only 7% were party members,
while the Komsomol organization was 490 members strong, of which 399 were from the
eastern regions of Ukraine (SALR. F. P-5002. D. 1. C. 29. S. 4). The creation of Komsomol
cells, particularly, in the village, was braked by the national-liberation movement. In Octo-
ber, 1944 at 864 schools of Drohobych region six teachers’ and only one pupils’ Komsomol
organizations were created (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 86. S. 5). Of 260 regional Komsomol
organizations created during this period only 44 were rural (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89.
S. 24). As a result of a large-scale activity of the party and Komsomol bodies, and under
the pressure of the different circumstances, not always connected with ideological convic-
tions, the West Ukrainian youth gradually entered to Komsomol. However, a certain part with
Komsomol tickets simultancously was a part of the youth groups of the OUN underground
(Nahirniak, 2013: 72).

The main burden of social-political and public-organizational work had to be carried by
communists and members of the Komsomol, including the brain washing of the population
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in key questions for the power. But it was necessary to convince others to have proper theo-
retical knowledge and educational level, which in the party functionaries and active workers
of the region was very low. In the end of 1945, 14 secretaries of the primary party organi-
zations of the region has higher education, 72 secretaries had secondary education, and 81
had a still lower level of education. Among secretaries of district party committees these
indicators were, accordingly, 13, 37, and 26 (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 18-19). It is
not surprising, that one of the regional party secretaries at a political lesson could not explain
the difference between the materialists and the idealists (Rubliov, Cherchenko, 1997: 214).
Since 1945, in Drohobych the region party school began operating (SALR. F. P-5002. D. 1.
C.45.S.15).

The department of propaganda at the Central Committee of KP(B)U and, also, the cor-
responding structural subsections in the party committees of different levels had the basic
functions of management of propaganda and agitation activities. For a massive ideological
influence on the population a whole system of political actions was developed. Lectures were
their most widespread form. Also, meetings, rallies, seminars, and colloquiums were regu-
larly held. Carrying out of all mass political actions in the region was accurately fixed and
constantly reported. It is difficult to say, how much true the official data is, as they, first of all,
ought to fix the mass character of these actions. During August-October, 1944 the by the ef-
forts of the regional party activists, propagandists of the Central Committee of the All-Union
CP(B) and lecturers of Drohobych regional committee 436 lectures were read and 3036 re-
ports were made for 313.6 thousand persons (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 53. S. 2). In general,
it was officially reported that by February of 1945 in the region 17 thousand meeting were
held on different political themes, in which 1 million 300 thousand persons took part, 485 po-
litical schools and circles were organized in which 11 thousand communists, members of the
Komsomol, and non-parties studied (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 24). All the questions
raised at these mass actions were in details analyzed by the regional party administration. The
local power studied the mood of the residents, regularly reported the higher party bodies on
it, and on its basis the basic directions of influence were developed (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6.
C. 89. S. 4). The constantly operating in Drohobych party seminar for teachers and workers
of kindergartens and children’s homes 125 persons were to attend, but, actually, in the study-
ing of the works of the classics of Marxism-Leninism only 50 students were involved. In Oc-
tober, 1945, at a meeting of the region party active the fact of the «badly organized lecturing
work» was underlined (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 28).

An important task of the ideological-propaganda policy of the system was to supply the
region with the corresponding literature. The department of propaganda and agitation of Dro-
hobych regional party committee (RPC) in the autumn of 1944 addressed to the Department
of agitation and propaganda at the Central Committee of the CP(B) with the request to in-
clude the region into a network of the centralized supply of propaganda literature (SALR.
F. P-5001. D. 1. C. 51. S. 3). For completion of party offices in the region the works of the
classics of Marxism-Leninism and books on the Soviet history, philosophy, and economy
were ordered. Stalin’s book «A Brief Course of A-UCP») was the most requested (SALR.
F. P-5001. D. 1. C. 51. S. 4). It should be read by all — from the housewife to the highest
administrator. For studying of the political literature seminars, circles, and conferences were
organized, its independent studying was obligatory.

The primary goal of ideological-propaganda policy of the Soviet regime was to capture
all groups of the population. Of special importance for the party-Soviet administration was

146 Cxionoesponelicokutl icmopu4nuli gichux. Bun. 8, 2018



Ideological-propaganda policy of the Soviet system in the western regions of Ukraine...

the work among intelligentsia. The calculation was that it should not only approvingly per-
ceive the policy and actions of the power, but also actively convince the inhabitants of the
region in the advantage of the Soviet way of life, to rise «into the first ranks of the struggle
against the brutal German-Ukrainian nationalist bands». During this period», for the region-
al intelligentsia 70 reports were read, 600 meetings were held, but the largest success was
demonstrated by the attraction of its 800 representatives to political and public work (SALR.
F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 24). On January 2022, 1945 in Drohobych the first regional meet-
ing of intelligentsia took place. It was organized in the traditions of the Soviet meetings,
with obligatory performances of representatives of all professional groups of intelligentsia
and regional party-state activists, with congratulations from pioneers, artistic performances,
appeals to the intelligentsia of the whole land, letters to the highest party-state administration
of the republic and the USSR (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 33. S. 20). The report of First Secre-
tary of Drohobych RPC S. Oleksenko «Ukrainian-German Nationalists as the Worst Enemies
of the Ukrainian Peopley, with the forged digressions into the Ukrainian history, became the
meeting’s leitmotif and a display of political problems of the power (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6.
C. 33. S. 134-166). Contrary to all efforts of the communist it was not possible to reach de-
sirable goals concerning intelligentsia. Secretary of Drohobych town committee Kizium in
February, 1945, complained: « When teachers and doctors hold meetings and sessions, they
do it very apolitically: I was present at conferences of teachers several times, but not a word
against the nationalists was pronounced» (SALR. F.P-5002. D. 1. C. 152. S. 9). Even adver-
tising its favour to the power, the majority of representatives of the regional intelligentsia did
it just outwardly, remaining true to their inner convictions.

Also, a great attention was drawn to the political work among women. In 1945, in Dro-
hobych region about 500 female councils, groups of a female active, sanitary squads, san-
itary posts, and shock female brigades were created (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 24).
Female associations directed the work, first of all, on the formation of a «correcty» civic stand
of women. For working women and housewives lectures were read, meetings and seminars
were held. As these actions were organized for female audience, their main themes concerned
the role of women in wartime and their contribution to the national economy restoration. The
successes of the regional women’s organizations’ activity, as a rule, consisted in the attrac-
tion of women into manufacture, but never in their independent studying of Stalin’s works
(SALR. F. P-5001. D. 1. C. 34. S. 93-94).

Ideological and political education was spread among the repatriated citizens of the
USSR, former prisoners of war, and immigrants who were in filtration camps and emigrant
centers. This category of the population which long time was abroad and saw a life different
from that in the then Soviet Union, were under special control and the «guardianship» of the
power. In 1945, Drohobych RPC attached to the filtration and emigrant centers in Mostyska,
Khyrivm and Sudova Vyshnia a propaganda team of 10 persons of the party and Komsomol
active each. Besides, 27 lectures were read, at which up to 55 thousand listeners were present,
304 conversations, red corners, and library were organized (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89.
S. 54-55).

The central and local mass media carried out the promotion of communist ideas, main-
tenance of the support of the Soviet power’s policy in the region, and the organization of
ideological-political struggle against the OUN and UPA. In September, 1944, in Drohobych
region the work of 15 printing houses were restored, which published the leaflets of the So-
viet inform-bureau and other propaganda materials (SALR. F. P-5002. D. 2. C. 51. S. 10).
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On August 9", 1944, a first issue of the regional newspaper appeared in print, which was re-
named from «Bolshovytska Pravda» («The Bolshevist’s Truth») to «Radianske Slovo» («The
Soviet Word» (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 51. S. 6). The Central Committee of the A-UCP(B)
confirmed the daily circulation of the newspaper as 20 thousand copies. But for the lack of
paper, polygraphic equipment, and experts, by September, 1944 the main propaganda mega-
phone of the region was published in the number of 5 thousand copies and only three times
per week. Since August 25", 1944, it increased to 10 000 daily (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 51.
S. 45). From October 1, of the same year the newspapers began to be published in Stryi,
Sambir, Boryslav and some districts of the region (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 51. S. 10).
28 different newspapers were published in the region in the autumn of 1945 (SALR. F. P-5002.
D. 1. C. 53. S. 11). The content of the issues was supervised by party structures and had an
expressive ideological direction. The newspapers’ headlines were devoted to the struggle
against the national movement, successes of regenerative processes, election campaigns, and
publications which should convince the people in the advantages of the Soviet system. Public
readings of the press was initiated and newspaper show-windows were established.

The ideological factor also was dominating at the formation of the funds of 80 libraries
of the region: «the harmful literature» was eliminated. Besides, the ideological influence
was carried out through evident propaganda. In the end of 1944, at Boryslav’s oil industrial
enterprises 500 slogans, 300 portraits of the Soviet leaders, 150 copies of the text of the Con-
stitution of the USSR, and the appeals to the participants of the UPA were hanged out (SALR.
F. P-5002. D. 1. C. 51. S. 52). In his account of the political-mass work in the region, Sec-
retary of Drohobych RPC S. Oleksenko underlined that «the slogans with appeals to strug-
gle against the bourgeois-nationalists should be in each establishment and in every corner»
(SALR. F. P-5002. D. 1. C. 51. S. 4). The villages and towns of Drohobych i region ««were
decorated» with flags, posters, slogans, and portraits of the leaders on the eve of the Soviet
holidays which was obligatory attributes of the Soviet way of life. A number of ideological
and political actions was developed for their preparation. In particular, in every village and
town, enterprise, establishment, and educational institutions in the region propaganda teams
organized reports and conversations about «the historical importance of May, 1*”, «the es-
pionage essence of enemies of the Ukrainian people», and the like (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6.
C. 89. S. 80). During the celebration of May Day in 1945 in towns and villages of Drohobych
region 709 solemn meetings and 707 rallies were held, accompanied by demonstrations and
wound up by mass celebrations (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 47). In a similar way the
celebration of the 28" anniversary of the «Great October socialist revolution» was spent. On
November 7%, 1945, in Drohobych a parade of the Red Army troops took place in which 3500
military men participated. And in Sambir the OUN underground prepared «a celebratory
greeting»: in the night on the eve of November 7™ the leaflets with the anti-Soviet content
were glued around (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 83-84.).

The directions of the organization of propaganda-ideological work amidst the region’s
population were developed by the highest party-Soviet administration of the republic and
served for an index for party functionaries of all levels. On September 27%, 1944, the Central
Committee of the CP(B) adopted Decree «On the Drawbacks of Political Work Among the
Population of the Western Regions of the Ukr.SSR». The Drohobych regional party active
was informed in October 1944, that this document underlined the strengthening of the use of
«oral propaganda», by which the theatre, cinema, and radio should become important ideo-
logical tools (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 1. C. 51. S. 25). Due to the recent war, the majority of cul-
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tural-educational institutions were destroyed. In the beginning of October, 1944, in the region
5 cinemas were restored, but they were filled with spectators only for 35%. Bad attendance
(in particular, of local residents), to the opinion of the regional secretary for propaganda, was
connected with the high prices for tickets, — from 4 to 7 rubles (karbovantsi). The region’s
administration even addressed to the department of propaganda and agitation at the Central
Committee of the C(B) and Department of cinematography of the Ukr.SSR with a request to
halve the price (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 1. C. 56. S. 13—14). However, it seems more plausible
that the little interest of the local spectator to the cinema was caused by the poor quality of
its films, at that time — still black-and-white and narrow-screen. Also, one should not by-
pass the fact that in countryside the demonstration of ideological films was counteracted by
the Ukrainian underground (Heneha, 2011: 121). In 1945, three drama theatres, 500 clubs,
recreation centers, houses-reading rooms, and red corners functioned in Drohobych region.
During the first year of work of Ivan Franko musical theatre in Drohobych it was visited by
70 thousand spectators (SALR. F. P-5002. D. 1. C. 240. S. 38). In its repertoire only popular
plays of the classical Ukrainian writers were presented: «Zaporozhian Cossack beyond the
Danube», «Orderly Shelmenko», «Marriage Engagement in Honcharivka», and other, bit
no plays on the Soviet subjects, wherefore it became criticized by the regional party admin-
istration. The repertoire of the other cultural-art establishments in the region was regulated
as well (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 51. S. 27). Radio also belongs to the means of political
influence on the «masses», therefore to its broadcasts should listen as much population as
possible. Right after the retreat of the German armies from Drohobych region, it was mostly
the party-Soviet administration VIPs who used radio communication to be well informed
about military-political events. In due course, radio receiving stations were established in all
towns, districts, and in the countryside. By the beginning of 1945 they should have estab-
lished over a thousand of RRS in the region. The broadcast subjects were developed by the
regional radio committee and was discussed by the disctrict structures (SALR. F. P-5001.
D.2.C.51.8S.43).

The adults’ illiteracy and insufficient literacy hindered the distribution of the new ideol-
ogy. Revealing and taking for an account of such people was a priority task for educational
bodies. In March, 1945, in Drohobych 112 illiterate and 79 insufficiently literate persons were
registered, the majority of which were involved into Liknep educational program. (SALR.
F. P-5002. D. 1. C. 51. S. 12). In 1945 in Drohobych region people were taught reading and
writing in over more than 10 schools. They were organized at educational institutions and
enterprises (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 89. S. 24). Evening schools for working and country
youth opened too (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 92. S. 2). As to the ideological work, the local
state security agencies did a constant job against the national movement. In the report on the
activity of schools in Drohobych region in 1944/45 educational year, it was underlined that
«In great many schools the work on educating the pupils in the Soviet patriotism, material-
istic outlook, hatred of German fascism and its supporters as the enemies of the Ukrainian
people, of traitors of Motherland, and of Ukrainian-German nationalists was not enough
performed» (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 2. C. 83. S. 24). Only having overcome the organized
opposition of the local population, the party-Soviet bodies could have seized the situation in
the region and implemented a universal functioning of the Soviet system of school and higher
education. In Drohobych teachers’ institute Department of Marxism-Leninism had a priority
value. Imposing of communist consciousness, selfless love and fidelity to the socialist Moth-
erland «was its primary goal» (SALR. F. The River 2018. D. 7. C. 7. S. 6). From March,
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1945, when the training process in the teachers’ institute began, a circle of studying of Sta-
lin’s book «On the Great Patriotic War» functioned (SALR. F. P-5001. D. 6. C. 213. S. 28).
In the propaganda work the power shamelessly turned to falsifications. All proofs of the
heroic past of Ukrainian people had tp be liquidated. Decree of Military Council of the 4"
Ukrainian front on September 12", 1944, recommended that on all tombs with «crosses with
tridents» and inscriptions «To the fighters for Ukraine’s liberty» obelisks should be estab-
lished, with the Soviet symbols: a red star with a sickle and a hammer, and with an inscription
in honour of Red army soldiers. Speeches of representatives of the local population before
the obelisks should be in the Ukrainian language and should publicly condemn the OUN
members as spies and enemies of the Ukrainian people and Red army» (SALR. F. P-5001.
D.2.C.51.8S.13-14).

The election in the Supreme Rada of the USSR in February, 1946, ought to become a
powerful propaganda trump and a demonstration before the population of the democratic
character of the Soviet political system. Actually, in order to hold the election without a
choice, in the conditions of military-political opposition to the local authorities, an execution
of considerable efforts was necessary. In Drohobych region the campaign for their prepa-
ration begun yet in the autumn of 1945. For it the whole arsenal of the aforementioned
ideological-political means was used. In the end of 1945, in the circles of studying of the
Constitution of the USSR and «Statement on the Election», according to official figures,
261 640 persons were involved (while a total number of voters in the region, according to
some sources, was 399 305) and 721 propaganda groups were formed (SALR. F. P-5001.
D.6.C. 89.8S.111).

The conclusions. For restoring of a totalitarian regime in the western regions of Ukraine,
overcoming of the national-liberation movement, and destroying of the Ukrainian national
idea and traditions, the Soviet system applied all possible factors. The great attention was
taken away to propagandistsko-ideological methods. A branched system of ideological-prop-
aganda influence in all strata and groups of the population. Mass media, evident propaganda,
education, culture, and attributes of the Soviet way of life were tools of the Soviet propaga-
tion. Considering a small efficiency of ideological influences on the people of Drohobych
region, forceful methods became dominating in overcoming of the opposition to the Soviet
regime.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

I'enera, 2011. — Tenera P. SI. Panmsncekmii kinemarorpad y JIbBOBI B mepine MOBOEHHE
aecatumitTa // Yip. icT. )kypH. 2011. Ne2. C. 106-122.

JAJIO — [epxaBHuii apxiB JIbBIBCBKOT 001aCTi.

Inpaunpkuit, 2012 — Inpaunpkuit B. Ineonoriyni kamnanii paastHCbKOI aaMiHicTpalii mpoTH mi-
niyuts y JIporoounekiit okpysi OVH (1945 — 1952) // [Ipobnemu rymaniTapaux Hayk: HaykoBi 3anmucku
JIpOroOHIIbKOTo Iep>KaBHOTO TI€AAroTiTHOro yHiBepcuTeTy iMeHi IBana @panka. 2012. Bumyck tpua-
uatuid. Icropis. C. 121-130.

Inpaunpkuit, 2015 — Inpaunpkuit B. @opMu Ta 3acobu i1€010Ti4HOI pOOOTH pasTHCHKOT aMiHi-
cTpauii cipsiMoBaHi npoty nianiuit y Kapnarcekomy xpai OYH y apyriit nonosuni 1940-x pp. // Ha-
yKoBi 3anmcku HamionansHoro yHiBepcutery «OcTpo3bka akaaemis». Cepist: Ictropuani Hayku. 2015.
Bumn. 24. C. 101-107.

Kenriit, 1999 — Kenriit A. YkpaiHncbka noBctancbka apmist B 1944 — 1945 pp. Kuis, [nctutyr icto-
pii Ykpaian HAH Vkpainu, 1999. 220 c.

Kupnayk, 2000 — Kupuayk HO. Hapucu 3 ictopii ykpalHCHKOTO HalliOHaJIbHO-BH3BOJIBHOTO PyXy
40 — 50-x pokiB XX cromitts. JIpBiB: Bua-so JIHY im. 1. dpanka, 2000. 304 c.

150 Cxionoesponelicokutl icmopu4nuli gichux. Bun. 8, 2018



Ideological-propaganda policy of the Soviet system in the western regions of Ukraine...

Kupnuyk, 2003 — Kupuuyk 0. Yipaincekuit HarioHansHuA pyx 40 — 50-x pokiB XX CTOMITTA:
izeosorist Ta mpaktuka. JIbBiB: JloOpa cripasa, 2003. 464 c.

Maxkapuyk, 2002 — Maxkapuayk C. Pagsucpki Mmetoqu 6opotsdn 3 OYH i VITA (3a marepiamamu
1944 — 1945 pp. 3 dporodunpkoi Ta JIbBiBcbKoi oOnacteit) / IporoOumpkuii Kpae3HaBIHid 30ipHHUK.
Crengumyck. 2002. C. 65-91.

Mapycuk, 2002 — Mapycuk T. B. 3axinHoykpalHChKa ryMaHiTapHa IHTEJITSHILS: peaii )KUTTS Ta
niseHOCTI (40 — 50-1i pp. XX ct.). Yepnimi: Bunasaunrso «Pyra» UHY, 2002. 46 c.

Haripask, JlaBpeupkuii, 2013 — Haripasak M. Sl., JlaBpenpkuit M. S1. [lomitnyna Ta imeonoriv-
Ha OopoThOa opraniB KomyHicTHUHOI mapTii y mpoleci yTBEp/UKEHHS pexuMy B 3axigHid Ykpaini
(1944 — 1945 pp.) // BiiicekoBo-HaykoBuii Bichuk. 2013. Bum. 20. C. 66-80.

[MaBnenko, 2001 — ITaBnenko I. A. ApxiBHi keperna npo pons M. C. Xpymiosa B opranizaii 60-
poTHOU 3 YKpaiHCHKHM HaIliOHAJIFHO-BU3BOJILHIM pyXoM y 3axigaux obmactsax YPCP (1944 — 1949) //
ApxiBu Ykpaian. 2001. Ne 1-2 (245). C. 89-98.

Mepmnna, 2009 — Ilepmmua T. C. dopMyBaHHS YyHpaBIiHCBKHX KaapiB B 3aximHii YkpaiHi
B 1944 — 1948 pp.: perionanbHi ocobmuBocTi // Ctopinku BoeHHO] icTopii Ykpainu: 36. Hayk. cT. 2009.
Bum. 12. C. 299-312.

PyGnboB, Yepuenko, 1997 — Pyonbos O. C. Yepuenko 0. A CraninummHa i 107151 3aXiAHOyKpaiH-
cekoi iHTenireHii 20 — 50-ti poku XX ct. Kuie: Hayk. nymka, 1997. 349 c.

Pycnauenxo, 2002 — Pycnauenko A. Hapon 30ypennit: HarionansHO-BH3BOIBHHN pyX B YKpaiHi it
HaIllOHalBHI pyxu onopy B binopycii, JIutsi, Jlatsii, Ectonii y 1940 — 50-x pokax. KuiB: YHiBepcureT-
cpke BUIaBHULITBO «llymscapmy», 2002. 519 c.

Caopak, 1998 — Csopax C. JI. Hapoana ocBiTa y 3aXiZHOYKpaiHCEKOMY PETiOHi: iCTOpisi Ta €THOIIO-
nitrka (1944 — 1964 pp.). Kui: [Ipasna Spociasuuis, 1998. 238 c.

Spom, 1999 — Spom b. O. Ctopinku momiTHYHO1 icTopii 3axigHOyKpaiHChKuX 3eMensb (30 — 50-Ti pp.
XX cr. Jlynpk, Penakniiino-sunasanunii Bigain «Bexa» BAY im. JI. Ykpaiaku, 1999. 184 c.

Spor, 1995 — Spom b. O. ToranitapHuii pe:xuM Ha 3axigHOyKpaiHChKUX 3eMiisix 30 — SO-Ti poku
XX ct. (icropukononitonoriunmii acnekr). Jlynpk: Haxctupps, 1995. 176 c.

Crapony0erp, 2013 — Crapoxybens I. [Ipobnema neriTumarii 61TbIIOBUAIIBKO-PAITHCHKOT BN B
3axXiJJHOYKPaiHCbKOMY perioHi y nmoBoeHuuii nepiof (1944 — 1946 pp.) / HaykoBi 3anucku HartioHass-
Horo yHiBepcuteTy «OcTpo3bka akanemis». lcropuuni Hayku. 2013. — Bum. 20. C. 49-53.

REFERENCES

Heneha, 2011. — Heneha R. Ya. Radianskyi kinematohraf u Lvovi v pershe povoienne desiatylittia [The
Soviet cinematography in Lviv during the first post-war decade] // Ukr. ist. zhurn. 2011. Ne 2. S. 106-122.

DALO — Derzhavnyi arkhiv Lvivskoi oblasti [SALR, State archive of Lviv region].

IInytskyi, 2012 — Ilnytskyi V. Ideolohichni kampanii radianskoi administratsii proty pidpillia u
Drohobytskii okruzi OUN (1945 — 1952) [Ideological campains of the Soviet administration against
the underground in Drohobych district of the OUN] // Problemy humanitarnykh nauk: Naukovi
zapysky Drohobytskoho derzhavnoho pedahohichnoho universytetu imeni Ivana Franka. 2012. Vypusk
trydtsiatyi. Istoriia. S. 121-130.

Ilnytskyi, 2015 — Ilnytskyi V. Formy ta zasoby ideolohichnoi roboty radianskoi administratsii
spriamovani proty pidpillia u Karpatskomu krai OUN u druhii polovyni 1940-kh rr. [Forms and means
of ideological work of the Soviet administration directed against the underground in Karpatskyi krai of
the OUN in the second half of the 1940s] // Naukovi zapysky Natsionalnoho universytetu «Ostrozka
akademiiay. Seriia: Istorychni nauky. 2015. Vyp. 24. S. 101-107.

Kentii, 1999 — Kentii A. Ukrainska povstanska armiia v 1944 — 1945 rr. [Ukrainian Insurgent Army
in 1944 — 1945] Kyiv: Instytut istorii Ukrainy NAN Ukrainy, 1999. 220 s.

Kyrychuk, 2000 — Kyrychuk Yu. Narysy z istorii ukrainskoho natsionalno-vyzvolnoho rukhu 40 —
50-kh rokiv XX stolittia [Sketches in the history of the Ukrainian national liberation movement of the
1940s — 1950s]. Lviv: Vyd-vo LNU im. I. Franka, 2000. 304 s.

Kyrychuk, 2003 — Kyrychuk Yu. Ukrainskyi natsionalnyi rukh 40 — 50-kh rokiv XX stolittia: ideolohiia
ta praktyka [Ukrainian national movement of the 1940s — 1950s]. Lviv: Dobra sprava, 2003. 464 s.

ISSN 2519-058X 151



Ruslana Popp

Makarchuk, 2002 — Makarchuk S. Radianski metody borotby z OUN i UPA (za materialamy
1944 — 1945 rr. z Drohobytskoi ta Lvivskoi oblastei) [Soviet methods of struggling against the OUN
and UPA] // Drohobytskyi kraieznavchyi zbirnyk. Spetsvypusk. 2002. S. 65-91.

Marusyk, 2002 — Marusyk T. V. Zakhidnoukrainska humanitarna intelihentsiia: realii zhyttia ta
diialnosti (40 — 50-ti rr. XX st.) [West-Ukrainian humanitarian intelligentsia: the realities of its life and
activity (the 40s — 50s of the XX century)]. Chernivtsi: Vydavnytstvo «Ruta» ChNU, 2002. 46 s.

Nahirniak, Lavretskyi, 2013 — Nahirniak M. Ya., Lavretskyi M. Ya. Politychna ta ideolohichna
borotba orhaniv Komunistychnoi partii u protsesi utverdzhennia rezhymu v Zakhidnii Ukraini
(1944 — 1945 1r.) [Political and ideological struggle of the Communist party’s bodies in the process of
establishment of the regime in Western Ukraine (1944 — 1945)] // Viiskovo-naukovyi visnyk. 2013.
Vyp. 20. S. 66-80.

Pavlenko, 2001 — Pavlenko I. A. Arkhivni dzherela pro rol M. S. Khrushchova v orhanizatsii
borotby z ukrainskym natsionalno-vyzvolnym rukhom u Zakhidnykh oblastiakh URSR (1944 — 1949)
[Archive sources on S. S. Khrushchov’s role in the organization of the struggle against the Ukrainian
national-liberation movement in the western regions of the Ukr.SSR (1944 — 1949)] // Arkhivy Ukrainy.
2001. Ne 1-2 (245). S. 89-98.

Pershyna, 2009 — Pershyna T. S. Formuvannia upravlinskykh kadriv v Zakhidnii Ukraini v 1944 —
1948 1r.: rehionalni osoblyvosti [Formation of administrative cadres in Western Ukraine in 1944 — 1948:
regional peculiarities] / Storinky voiennoi istorii Ukrainy: Zb. nauk. st. 2009. Vyp. 12. S. 299-312.

Rublov, Cherchenko, 1997 — Rublov O. S. Cherchenko Yu. A Stalinshchyna y dolia
zakhidnoukrainskoi intelihentsii 20 — 50-ti roky XX st. [Stalinism and the destiny of west-Ukrainian
intelligentsia in the1920s — 1930s]. Kyiv, Nauk. dumka, 1997. 349 s.

Rusnachenko, 2002 — Rusnachenko A. Narod zburenyi: Natsionalno-vyzvolnyi rukh v Ukraini
y natsionalni rukhy oporu v Bilorusii, Lytvi, Latvii, Estonii u 1940 — 50-kh rokakh. [The national
liberation movement in Ukraine and the national-liberation movements in Byelorussia, Lithuania,
Latvia, and Estonia in 1940 — 50]. Kyiv: Universytetske vydavnytstvo «Pulsary», 2002. 519 s.

Svorak, 1998 — Svorak S. D. Narodna osvita u zakhidnoukrainskomu rehioni: istoriia ta etnopolityka
(1944 — 1964 r1.) [Public education in west-Ukrainian region: history and ethnopolicy (1944 — 1964)].
Kyiv: Pravda Yaroslavychiv, 1998. 238 s.

Yarosh, 1999 — Yarosh B. O. Storinky politychnoi istorii zakhidnoukrainskykh zemel (30 —
50-ti rr. XX st.) [Pages of political history of west-Ukrainian lands (1930 — 1950)]. Lutsk: Redaktsiino-
vydavnychyi viddil «Vezha» VDU im. L. Ukrainky, 1999. 184 s.

Yarosh, 1995 — Yarosh B. O. Totalitarnyi rezhym na zakhidnoukrainskykh zemliakh 30 — 50-ti roky
XX st. (istorykopolitolohichnyi aspekt) [Totalitarian regime in west-Ukrainian lands in 1930 — 1950
(a historical-politological aspect)]. Lutsk: Nadstyrria, 1995. 176 s.

Starodubets, 2013 — Starodubets H. Problema lehitymatsii bilshovytsko-radianskoi vlady v
zakhidnoukrainskomu rehioni u povoiennyi period (1944 — 1946 rr.) [The problem of legitimizing of
the Bolshevist-Soviet power in west-Ukrainian region in the post-war period (1944 — 1946)] // Naukovi
zapysky Natsionalnoho universytetu «Ostrozka akademiiay. Istorychni nauky. 2013. Vyp. 20. S. 49-53.

Cmammas naoitiwna oo peoaxyii 02.07.2018 p.
Cmamms pexomenoosana 0o opyky 20.08.2018 p.

152 Cxionoesponelicokutl icmopu4nuli gichux. Bun. 8, 2018



