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TEHE3A TA ITOXO/’KEHHS TIPABOCJIABHHUX IIEPKOBHUX BPATCTB
YKPATHU I BIJIOPYCIi ¥ NPALISIX IPEJCTABHHUKIB POCIMCBKOI
ICTOPUYHOI HAYKM (50-1i pp. XIX — nou. XX ct.)

Y emammi npoananizosano naykosuii 0opobOK ma 6HeCOK iCmMopuKie pociticbkoi icmopuuHoi wKo-
au opyeoi nonosunu XIXcm. y euguenns npobiemu nOX00JICeHHs NPABOCIAGHUX YePKOGHUX Opamcme
Vrpainu i binopycii. Jlosedeno, uwo pociticbki icmopuku npagociagrol icmopioepa@iunoi wkonu ax-
YEeHmY8anu y8azcy NepesadcHo Ha penieitinux gopmax QyHKyioHyeanwHs obpamcems i cpepax OisibHOCHI,
SIKE CRPUSLIIU 3MEYHEHHIO | 3aXucmy npasocias ’s. Buceimieno ocobiusocmi pozsumky icmopiocpaii 6
KOHMeKCHi MO204ACHUX YMO8 PO3GUMKY, NOKA3AHO OCHOBHI HANPAMKU MA OOCASHEHHSL.

Knirouogi cnosa: bpamcmea, mumpononis, yepkea.

The statement of the problem. The phenomenon of church brotherhoods alias re-
ligious secular organisations of Ukraine and Belorussia of the early modern time (XVI —
XVIII centuries) has always drawn the attention of researchers. Hence, in scientific litera-
ture the problems connected with the origin of brotherhoods, their typology, granting stau-
ropegional (autonomous) rights, conflicts with hierarchy, and the reasons of a long and cru-
el struggle against the Unia were mostly discussed. Almost all historians of early modern
church and culture paid much attention to these problems, and their works contained histori-
ographic reviews of the problems.

The analysis of the researches. By today in a great mass of historical literature the orig-
inal works enlightening the phenomenon of brotherhood movement on Ukraine’s territory
are not numerous. M. Kapral in his review of S. S. Lukashova’s monograph justly remarks:
«Since the publication in 1966 of the known Yaroslav Isaievych’ book Brotherhoods and
their role in the developments of Ukrainian culture in the XVI— XVIII centuries», separate
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publications almost did not change the situation, and so, in the estimation of this phenomenon
old values dominated (Kapral, 2007:133—-144).

However, this does not mean that this question has not been investigated hitherto or that
it has no historiography. The elaboration of separate political, historical-legal, social, and
economical plots from the history of Orthodox church brotherhoods, and historiographic
problems were treated in the work of many researchers. Among them the following de-
serve mentioning: B. Lorens (Lorens, 2005), O. Fefelova (Fefelova, 2001), S. Lukashova
(Lukashova, 2006), and others.

The purpose of this article is to analyze the historiographic achievements devoted to the-
ories on the origin of Orthodox brotherhoods, to find out the basic directions and tendencies
of the development of the theme, to define little studied and non-studied questions of the
problem under consideration.

The statement of the basic material. In the 1850s —1870s the problem of the origin of
church brotherhoods of Ukraine and Belorussia became a research subject of major impor-
tance for Russian historical science representatives. It was raised by A. Popov’s publication
of his book «Feasts and Bratchyny» (Popov, 1854) in which the author considered a custom
to arrange a general banquets on the temple holiday: «the Community gave banquets which
were also known as bratchyny. The link of the banquets with holidays specifies their religious
value, but the fact that games, dances, and songs which accompanied those banquets testify
to their pagan origin» (Popov, 1854:21).

If at a banquet there was a fight or murder, the community acted as the public court
(Popov, 1854:33). His theory of the genealogic unity of all East Slavic peoples has defined a
new direction of historical researches.

Separate Russian historians, such as V. Kliuchevskyi (Kliuchkovskyi, 2004), V. Solovyov
(Solovyov, 1856), and others, connected the origin of brotherhoods with the existence on the
northeast lands of Rus’ of old Rus’ bratchyny. From that theory it followed that the Ukrainian
brotherhoods became a direct continuation of the bratchyny of Rus’ since the times immemo-
rial, that is, they were not a historical and cultural phenomenon characteristic for Ukraine only.

That imperial Russian theory ignored the essential differences in living conditions between
Northeast Rus’ on the one hand, and Ukraine and Belorussia on the othe hand, it did not also
take into consideration the the chronological factor (as is known, Old Rus’ bratchyny were active
mainly in the XII — XIII centuries and, consequently, that is why to speak about an unequivocal
continuity between them and the Ukrainian brotherhoods which developed almost two hundred
years later, is rather problematical). In the activity of brotherhoods the aforementioned historians
singled out two periods, namely, one prior to the middle of the XVI century and a later one, but
they did not determine a principle difference between bratchyny and church brotherhoods.

Metropolitan Philaret (Humyliovskyi) also allocated two periods in the activity of broth-
erhoods. During the first one, the brotherhood were engaged mainly in the care of buildings
and maintenance of the clergy and the poor (Philaret (Humyliovskyi), 1847:25). Metropoli-
tan Philaret’s work contains a great number of factological errors.

Thus, he asserted that Lviv Stauropegion was founded «thanks to the promotion of Gedeon,
a Lviv bishop and a well-known advocate of Orthodoxy» (Philaret (Humyliovskyi), 1847:96):
and that was said contrarily to the fact, that many documents testifying to a serious conflict
between the brotherhood the bishop survived.

I. Flerov’s monograph (Flerov, 1857) is dedicated to the history of church brotherhoods,
essentially differs from the works of his contemporaries. He saw the source of the origin of
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church brotherhoods in early Christian communities, considering, like Metropolitan Philaret,
the cause of the appearance of brotherhoods (confraternitates) movement as the necessity of
struggle against the Catholic propaganda. In the favour of in I. Flerov wrote the following:
everywhere Church societies or brotherhoods started to be established, which members by
oath promised to firmly stay in the belief of their fathers and by all efforts to oppose the
stream of Roman-Catholic split. It was then that in all the provinces of southwest Russia the
brotherhoods of Lviv, Vilnius, Kiev, Pinsk, Orshansk, Brest, Lutsk, Mohiliov, Belz, Minsk,
as well as many others arose (Flerov, 1857:12).

Further on the researcher analyzes also other reasons of appearance of brotherhoods. He
sheds some light on the problem of their form organization, from whom they could inherit the
very idea of brotherhood formation, and in what primary kind it had existed. Another task that
the historian assumes is how the Polish kings and, in general, the Polish government could
have admittedthe very existence of brotherhoods?

I. Flerov comes to a conclusion that «brotherhoods must have arisen from the structure
of that time society, or, at least, should have found for themselves a support among the civil
establishments of that time» (Flerov, 1857:14). The scientist assumed that craft guilds might
have been a reason to cause the appearance of church brotherhoods, besides, on it the estab-
lishment of Magdeburg law had a direct influence.

The great number of the facts telling about the activity of church brotherhoods in Rzec-
zpospolita’s cities which were guided on the basis of Magdeburg law, do not raise any doubts.
Even the kings, whom hated the very existence of those brotherhoods, could not forbid them,
because they represented the organisations which got under protection of the Magdeburg law.

Putting forward his hypothesis that the Orthodox inhabitants of southwest Rus’ had bor-
rowed the idea of formation of brotherhoods from the gilds, the author makes the following
remark: «As is known, all handicraftsmen, no matter of religious distinctions, belonged to the
guilds. But as an aftermath, about 1458, handicraftsmen of the Orthodox confession began to
form societies within their milieu or brotherhoods» (Flerov, 1857:18).

Flerov’s work became a major landmark in Russian historiography, having initiated the
direct research of the role of Orthodox church brotherhoods in many vital spheres of the
Ukrainian historical process.

Similarly to I. Flerov, M. O. Koyalovych in his book «Lithuanian church union» puts
forward another of the origin of brotherhoods, considering that craft shops were the direct
samples for the appearance brotherhoods (Koyalovych, 1859:65).

Still another version of the origin of brotherhoods in 1875 was put forward by the senior lec-
turer (later, professor) Mykola Afanasiyovych Skabalanovych (Skabalanovych, 1875:271-287)
He asserted that the Orthodox brotherhoods copied the West European guilds and Catholic
brotherhoods, but the arguments he used in his statement’s support are rather inconsistent.
Without making any particular dwelling on that subject, the author sticks to his hypothesis
about the origin of both the Orthodox brotherhoods and European guilds from pagan sources.

The researcher asserted that, at first, the people who gathered for a feast, both in Rus’
and in Germanic countries, had no particular obligations one to another. «In due course,
such obligations appeared — to help maintain one another and the church in difficult circum-
stances, festive meetings turned to unions, guilds, corporations of people» (Skabalanovych,
1875:274).

However, this point of view did not receive a wide circulation within the historical sci-
ence of the XIX — beginning of the XX century.
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In the 1890s the church historian O. Papkov publishes a number of articles in the «Theo-
logical Herald» devoted to the history of the Ukrainian and Belorussian brotherhoods (Pap-
kov, 1891:166—188). In 1900 A. Papkov’s larger special work about brotherhoods was pub-
lished (Papkov, 1900). Despite the broad chronological span (from the princely time to the
end of the XVIII century), its problem statement should be considered as very careful. The
historian suggested his periodization of the history of brotherhoods. The period between
1586 and 1600 he called an epoch of transformations, the period within 1600 and 1620 was
called the period of powerful protection of Orthodoxy by brotherhoods. The author also for-
mulated an important definition, namely, that «brotherhoods were large Christian unions with
wide educational and charitable purposes» (Papkov, 1901:1083—-1108).

A. Papkov also formulated the thought that the appearance of brotherhoods had intro-
duced in Orthodox societies «the Church-social system», granted by patriarchs. In the au-
thor’s opinion, several positions put forward and proved by the researcher are still of great
value despite their conditionality.

Already in A. Papkov’s works the problem of the role of laymen in the church, who,
headed by prince K. Ostroz’kyi, lead the Kievan Metropoly out from a deep crisis. At the
mentioned background, the role of brotherhoods as circular organisations was derived quite
naturally (and, accordingly, in a very much simplified way) (Papkov, 1900:LV). The accentu-
ation of secular forms in the activity of brotherhoods was very convenient for Russian histo-
riography in respect of a more relief display of the struggle of the «Russian people» against
the Catholicism and Unia. Considering that the education level was enough high in the last
third of century, he connects it with the formation of brotherhoods as «educational-charita-
ble» unions. The researcher also accentuated on the role of petty bourgeois in the activity of
the Lviv brotherhood, underlining at, the same time, a considerable quantity of magnates and
szlachta within the structure of the Vilnius brotherhood..

In the middle of the XI century, right after the publications of the first materials on the his-
tory of Lviv and other brotherhoods, in Russian historiography a polemic about the origin of
these organisations developed. The beginning of the discussion was initiated by S. Solovyov
who put forward the theory of the brotherhoods origin in the end of the XVI-XVII centuries
from the Old Rus’ «bratchyny», known from the XII century (Solovyov, 1856:108). At the
same time, Solovyov considered that the further development of brotherhoods had been in-
fluenced by the guilds and city self-management according to the Magdeburg law.

An original theory of the origin of brotherhoods was suggested by O. Y. Yefymenko, accord-
ing to whom all brotherhoods and similar organisations derive from from one «parental form» of
clan brotherhood (Yefymenko, 1905:200-309). For the first time the Ukrainian and Belorussian
brotherhoods were considered as a part of one all-European process. Investigating materials on
histories of the clan unions of the Slavs, Germans and Scandinavians, Yefymenko came to a con-
clusion that the West European guild, the craft shop, the Old Rus’bratchyna, and the church broth-
erhood were the homogeneous phenomena and derive from patrimonial unions. Yefymenko not
only connected the Ukrainian brotherhoods with the similar unions in other European countries,
but also traced back their development and evolution up to the XI century.

Thus, the researcher has created a certain extra-historical abstraction from which all pe-
culiar features of brotherhoods existing at various times which had absolutely different prob-
lems have been eliminated.

From the theoretical point of view L. Karsavin’s works are very interesting, despite the
fact that Ukrainian church brotherhoods were not the subject of his researches. He was the

ISSN 2519-058X 19



Vasyl Men’ko

first in Russian historiography to offer the characteristic of a medieval brotherhoods of West-
ern Europe (Karsavin, 1992:143-149). According to the researcher, brotherhoods are the
organisations of laymen which should be considered within the framework of the history of
monks, as they represent a form of «weakened asceticism» and display the ideals of some or
other sides of religious life of their epoch’ (Karsavin, 1992:148).

As well as the representatives of the Ukrainian church historiography, Russian research-
ers of the Orthodox historiographic school have focused their attention mainly on religious
forms of functioning of brotherhoods, whereas the historians of the so called university
school have shown an interest in the problem of the origin of brotherhoods and their contri-
bution into the development of public thought and culture.

The conclusion. Summing up the available stock of researches ion the history and theory
of the origin of the Orthodox brotherhoods, it is necessary to note that Russian historians
of the Orthodox historiographic school focused their attention mainly on religious forms of
brotherhoods’ functioning and in such fields of activity which assisted in strengthening and
protection of the Orthodoxy.

The works of Russian historians of the second half of the XPX c. became a major land-
mark in the history of Russian historiographic thought as these works initiated a comprehen-
sive investigation of the theories of the origin of brotherhoods in Ukraine and Russia.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Edumenxo, 1905 — Epumenko O. 5. FOxuo-pycckue Oparctsa // FOsxnas Pyce. CI16., 1905. T. 1. 367 c.

Kanpans, 2007 — Kanpanas M. «Y cBoeMy coky» ab0 4M € BapTICHUM JOCIIDKEHHS 0€3 apXiBHUX
JoKeped. // YkpalHcpkuit rymaHiTapaui ormsin. Kuis, 2007. Bum. 13. C. 133-144.

Kapcasun, 1992 — Kapcasun JI.I1. MonamrecTBo B cpeane Beka. Mocksa., 1992. 453 c.

KnroukoBebkuit, 2004 — Kiroukserkuii B.O. bosipekas nyma Jlpesneit Pycu. M., 2004. 470 c.

Kosinosuy, 1859 — Kosinosuu M.O. JIutoBckas nepkoBHas yHus. CII6., 1859. T. 1. 275 c.

Jlykammosa, 2006 — Jlykamosa C.C. MupsiHe 1 1IepKOBb: peluruo3nsie 6parcra Kuesckoit MuTpo-
noiuu B konne X VI Beka. M., 2006. 321 c.

TlanxoB, 1891 — ITankoB A.A OXpaHHTENIbHAS EATENHHOCTh MPABOCIABHBIX OpaTCTB B ITOCICIHUI
rofp! apeTBoBaHms Koporst Curmmysza 11: 1620-1632 // borocnosckuit Becank. 1891. Ne 5. C. 166—188.

[TankoB, 1901 — IlamxoB A.A. BparctBa // IlpaBocnaBHas OOrocnoBcKas SHIMKIONEIUS WIN
BorocnoBekuii sHumKmoneauyeckuit cnosaps. Ilox pen. mpod. A.IL. Jlomyxuna. T. 2. Ilerporpapn,
1901. C. 1083-1108.

TTankoB, 1900 — ITankoB A.A. bparcra. (Ouepk HCTOpHH 3araJHOPYCCKHX IPaBOCIABHBIX
6parcts). M., 1900. — 753 c.

[lomos, 1854 — [omoB A. ITups! u OpaTyuHEL // APXUB UCTOPHKO-IOPUIMYECKIX CBEICHUI OTHOCS-
muxcst 10 Pocen. M3a. H. Kaganosem. M., 1854. Ku. 2. Io. 2.

CkabananoBuy, 1875 — Ckabananosuu H. 3amagHoeBporielicKie TMIIBAWM U 3araJHO-PyCCKUE
Oparctea // Xpuctuanckue urenust. 1875. Ne 9-10. C. 271-287.

ConoBbeB, 1856 — ConoreB C.M. Bparunust // Pycckas 6ecena. 1856. Ne 4. C. 108-117.

YemeHcbke OpaTcTBO 1 HOTO PoiIb B yKpaiHCEKOMY HAI[lOHAIBHO-KYIETYPHOMY BipokeHHi. Jlomo-
BiJIl Ta MOBiOMIIEHHS HayKoBI KoH(pepeHmii 5 kBiTHA 1996 p. JIbBiB, 1996.

Dedenora, 2001 — dedenosa O. A. [IpaBocnaBHble OpaTCTBa HA BOCTOYHOCIABSIHCKUX TEPPHUTO-
pusix Peun [TocnonuToii Bo Bropoii nonosune XVI — nepsoii nonosunsl X VII Bexos // ABroped. nuc.
KaHJ. uctT.Hayk. Tomck, 2001. 20 c.

Ounaper (I'ymunesckwnii), 1847 — @unaper (I'ymunesckuit), mutp. Vicropus pycckoii nepksu. M.,
1847. T. 3. C. 25.

Ounaper (I'ymunesckuii), 1847 — Gunaper (I'ymmneBckuit), mutp. Mcropus pycckoit mepku. M.,
1847.T. 4. C. 96.

Ornepos, 1857 — dnepor M. O mpaBociaBHBIX IEPKOBHBIX OpaTCTBax, MPOTHBOOOPCTBOBAB-
mmx yHud B (ro-3amamuoii Pocuu B XVI, XVII, XVIII cronetusx. CII6., M3n. Kuuronponasua
H. I'. OBcsinuxoBa. 1857. 200 c.

20 CxioHoesponeticvkull icmopudrutl gicHux. Bun. 7, 2018



The origin and ontogenesis of orthodox church brotherhoods in Ukraine and Belorussia...

Lorens , 2005 — Lorens B. Bractva cerkiewne w eparchii przemyskiey w XVII — XVIII wieku.Wyd
awnictwoUniwersytetuRzeszowskiego. Rzeszow, 2005. 336 s.

REFERENCES

Efymenko, 1905 — Efymenko O.Ia. Yuzhno-russkye bratstva [ The brotherhoods of southern Rus’] //
SouthernRus’. SPb., 1905. T. 1. 367 p. [in Russian]

Kapral, 2007 — Kapral M. «U svoiemu soku» abo chy ye vartisnym doslidzhennia bez arkhivnykh
dzherel. [«It one’s own juice», or whether theresearch without archival sourcesis valid] / Ukrainian
humanitarian review. Kyiv, 2007. Vyp. 13. Pp. 133—-144. [in Russian]

Karsavyn, 1992 — Karsavyn L.P. Monashestvo v srednye veka. [Monkhood in Middle Agea].
Moskva., 1992. 453 p. [in Russian]

Kliuchkovskyi, 2004 — Kliuchkvskyi V.O. Boiarskaia duma Drevnei Rusy.[TheBoyarDumaof
Ancient Rus’]. M., 2004, 470 p. [in Russian]

Koialovych, 1859 — Koialovych M.O. Lytovskaia tserkovnaia unyia. [LithuanianChurchUnion].
SPb., 1859. T.1. 275 p. [in Russian]

Lukashova, 2006 — Lukashova S. S. Myriane y tserkov: relyhyoznye bratstva Kyevskoi mytropolyy
v kontse XVI veka. [Laymenand the Church: religious brotherhoods in Kiev metropoly in the end of
XVIc.]. M., 2006. 321 p. [in Russian]

Papkov, 1891 — Papkov A.A Okhranytelnaia deiatelnost pravoslavnykh bratstv v poslednyy hody
tsarstvovanyia korolia Syhyzmunda III: 1620 — 1632 Protectionactivity of the Orthodox brotherhood
sin the last years of there ignof King Sigismund III: 1620 — 1632] // Theologianherald. 1891. Ne 5.
Pp. 166-188. [in Russian]

Papkov, 1901 — Papkov A. A. Bratstva // Pravoslavnaia bohoslovskaia entsyklopedyia yly
Bohoslovskyi entsyklopedycheskyi slovar. [TheOrthodoxtheologianencyclopediaorTheologianencycl
opedian dictionary].Pod red. prof. A. P. Lopukhyna. T. 2. Petrohrad, 1901. Pp. 1083—1108. [in Russian]

Papkov, 1900 — Papkov A.A. Bratstva. (Ocherk ystoryy zapadnorusskykh pravoslavnykh
bratstv). [Brotherhoods. (Asketchofthehistoryof west Rus’Orthodox brotherhoods)]. M., 1900. 753 p.
[in Russian]

Popov, 1854 — Popov A. Pyry y bratchyny // Arkhyv ystoryko-yurydycheskykh svedenyi
otnosiashchykhsia do Rossy. [Archiveothistorical-juridicalinformation concerning Russia.].
Yzd. N. Kachalovym. M., 1854. Kn. 2. Pol. 2. [in Russian]

Skabalanovych, 1875 — Skabalanovych N. Zapadnoevropeiskye hyldyy y zapadno-russkye bratstva
[WestEuropenguildsandwesternRus’ brotherhoods] // Christianreadings. 1875. Ne 9-10. Pp. 271-287.
[in Russian]

Soloviev, 1856 — Soloviev S.M. Bratchyny [Bratchiny] // Russian conversation. 1856. Ne 4.
S. 108-117. [in Russian]

Uspenske bratstvo i yoho rol v ukrainskomu natsionalno-kulturnomu vidrodzhenni. Dopovidi ta
povidomlennia naukovi konferentsii 4-5 kvitnia [TheDormitionBrotherhoodanditsrolein Ukrainian
national and cultural revival. Reportsandspeechesof the scientific conference of 4-5 April 1996].
1996 r. Lviv, 1996. [in Ukrainian]

Fefelova, 2001 — Fefelova O. A. Pravoslavnye bratstva na vostochnoslavianskykh terrytoryiakh
Rechy Pospolytoi vo vtoroi polovyne XVI — pervoi polovyny XVII vekov [Orthodoxbrotherhoodsinthe
eastSlaviclandsofthePolishRepublicinthesecondhalfofthe X VI — firsthalfoftheX VIIcenturies] // Avtoref.
dys.kand. yst.nauk. Tomsk, 2001. 20 p. [in Russian]

Fylaret (Humylevskyi), 1847 — Fylaret (Humylevskyi), mytr. Ystoryia russkoi tserkvy. [History of
Russian Church]. M., 1847. T. 3. P. 25. [in Russian]

Fylaret (Humylevskyi), 1847 — Fylaret (Humylevskyi), mytr. Ystoryia russkoi tserkvy. [History of
Russian Church]. M., 1847. T. 4. P. 96. [in Russian]

Flerov, 1857 — Flerov Y. O pravoslavnykh tserkovnykh bratstvakh, protyvoborstvovavshykh
unyy v fho-zapadnoi Rosyy v XVI, XVII, XVIII stoletyiakh.[ OntheOrthodoxbrotherhoods,
whichollosedtheUniainsoeth-westernRussia in the XVI, XVII, and XVIlcenturies.] SPb., Yzd.
Knyhoprodavtsa N.H. Ovsiannykova. 1857. 200 p. [in Russian]

Lorens , 2005 — Lorens B. Bractva cerkiewne w eparchii przemyskiey w XVII — XVIII wieku.
Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Rzeszowskiego.[ Church brotherhoods in Peremyshl eparchies in the XVII—
XVIII centuries]. Rzeszoéw, 2005. 336 p. [in Polish]

Cmamms naoitiwna 0o pedaxyii 10.04.2018 p.

ISSN 2519-058X 921



